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Hurricanes and the Shaping of
Circum-Caribbean Societies
by Stuart B. Schwartz
Temporal, temporal, all5 viene el temporal.
~ Q u seri
e de mi Borinken, cuando llegue el temporal?
Hurricane, hurricane, here comes the storm.
What will become of my Puerto Rico when the hurricane arrives?

E

very Puerto Rican knows this plena and can sing its chorus,
and on that island where, from July to October, everyone frequently checks the weather reports and looks to the sky, the
song seems to describe a generic situation, a way of life, and a common reality. Few people today remember that the song was originally composed to commemorate a particular storm-the great
hurricane of San Felipe that diagonally traversed Puerto Rico on
September 13, 1928. Hurricanes are no novelty to the islanders,
but the Eury of that one was memorable. No one who lived through
it forgot it. Don Victor Jordiin, my father-in-law, who was about
eight at the time living with his family in the highlands of Utuado,
remembers the force of the wind, the howling noise, and the terror
of a sky filled with flying zinc roofs as the houses were stripped and
demolished. Winds reached 150 mph, the strongest ever recorded
Stuart B. Schwartz is the George Burton Adarns Professor of History at Yale
University. A version of this essay was presented as the keynote address at "Winds
of Change: Environmental, Political, Social, and Cultural Forces in the Shaping of
the Atlantic World,"the Third Biennial Allen Morris Conference on the History of
Florida and the Atlantic World in Tallahassee in February 2004.

on the island. Property damage was in the millions, and over three
hundred people officially (perhaps as many as ffiteen hundred in
reality) lost their lives as a direct result of the storm; the number, in
fact, kept relatively low because of the lessons learned and precautions taken after the San Ciriaco hurricane of 1899 that had killed
over three thousand on the island. The island's coffee crop was
almost lost in its entirety, and thereafter Puerto Rico never
regained its position as a coffee exporter. The island had been devastated. No better icon of the storm exists than the image of a palm
tree in Utuado transfured by a wood plank driven by the force of the
wind to form a cross, symbolic of the island's Calvary.
But the great storm was not done. It had already run its deadly course respecting no cultural or political frontiers. Hurricanes
never do. Before it crossed Puerto Rico, the storm had battered the
British West Indian island of Dominica and French-speaking
Guadeloupe and then had followed a northwestern track ripping
into the Virgin Islands and leaving devastation and death in its
wake. Now, after traversing Puerto Rico, it headed northward passing over the Bahamas, and then slammed into West Palm Beach on
September 16, 1928. Then it moved west and north, skirting the
glades and passing over Lake Okeechobee, where thousands of
Bahamian migrant laborers who had been brought in to work the
new fields perished in the rising waters and bursting dikes.' It then
turned northward toward New England. The impact of the storm,
what kind of "natural disaster" it was, differed according to the
social and political arrangements that had preexisted it and those
that followed it. The storm brought, or had created, challenges and
opportunities, but these had varied along its path.
Empires, nations, and people in the Circum-Caribbean created
historical realities and cultural differences that have served as the
basic markers for understanding and interpreting the region, but
the San Felipe storm, like others of its type, demonstrated an
underlying environmental unity that also provides a central thread
or means to understanding a Caribbean past too often viewed in
terms of its insularity. The storms marked the importance of region
in a historiography of places.' The same storm produced a dif1.
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See, for example, Laurent Farrugia, " 1928-Le cyclone,"L 'Historial Antillais 5
(ca. 1980): 155-66; Eliot Kleinberg, Black Cloud: The Great Floridd Hum'cane of
1928 (New York, 2003).
Bonham C. Richardson, Economy and Environment in the Caribbean (Gainemille,
Fla., 1997)' 213.

An icon of the San Felipe hurricane of 1928. From Ivan Ray Tannehill, Hurricanes
(Princeton, N.J., 1938).

ferential impact on the societies that it crossed, and within those
societies, its effects were suffered differentially by different groups
and interests. It is by looking both comparatively across imperial
and national frontiers and internally across social and ethnic
boundaries that the impact of the hurricanes is best understood.
This essay suggests some of the themes and approaches that a
history of hurricanes provides for the study of Circum-Caribbean
societies and how the storms themselves defined the region. Other
themes or meta-narratives-notably imperialism, slavery, plantation
economies, and the heritage of race-have also been used at various times as kt motvs of Caribbean history, and justly so. I am not
aiming to replace them, but simply suggest that the great storms
may provide another tool for understanding the societies of the
region, and that like slavery or imperialism, the hurricanes have
been a determining force in the patterns of the region's history. My
intention is to iden* the paths of investigation already traveled
and to suggest others that might be able to respond to historical
questions and concerns of the present century. Of course, the phenomenon of the Atlantic hurricanes goes far beyond the bounds of
the Caribbean. After traversing Florida, the San Felipe storm itself
finally reached Canada and faded from memory somewhere in the
North Atlantic. Hurricanes are, of course, not limited to the
Circum- Caribbean , but they are, by their frequency, elements that
do characterize that region, and they have shaped its societies and
histories and even its other meta-narratives in many ways. How to
tell the story of the storms, how it has been told, and with what questions we might frame that story in the future is what I would like to
bring to your attention.
In what was arguably the most important work of history of the
twentieth century, French scholar Fernand Braudel departed from
the usual focus on the political events of a national or regional history to show us how we might conceive of a broader history in which
the structures and patterns of life, often barely perceptible, lay
beneath the events that had usually preoccupied historians.
Braudel chose as the scenario of his work the Mediterranean Sea,
its islands, and the land masses that defined it-the peninsulas, the
mountain ranges, and the coasts that gave the sea its shape, and
whose ports gave it meaning. By disregarding the division of that
sea into Muslim and Christian spheres, or into areas of national or
cultural boundaries, Braudel sought first to find the key elements
that defined the whole area and that often resulted in shared

behaviors, actions, and beliefs that transcended national, religious,
or other cultural divides. Clearly environment or, as he called it,
climate set the parameters of cultural and political action in that
ancient sea where bread, olives, and the vine had created a shared
civilization that crossed cultural divides of many kinds.3
There are few places better suited to Braudel's classic approach
than the Circum-Caribbean region, and fewer still that could profit more from a fresh approach in which the classic linguistic or cultural boundaries that have created separated peoples and separate
historiographies might be overcome. Hundreds of islands in a
chain extending over four thousand kilometers; the coastal regions
of two continents and, as Pablo Neruda called it, "the sweet waist of
America" that is Central America; territories divided linguistically
into Anglophone, Francophone, Hispanic, and other societies
divided geographically into continental and insular histories: the
reasons for separate treatment are many, but at the same time, the
commonalities that characterize the region are all too clear.
Similar vegetation, similar landscapes, similar rhythms of life, and
similar products have made the Caribbean societies sisters of experience and also sibling rivals for survival. All of them have in some
way or to some degree experienced European colonization,
destruction of the indigenous populations, African slavery, plantation regimes, multiracial societies, waves of African, Asian, and
European immigrants, the legacies of race, the struggle for independence, experiments with political forms, and a search for viable
political and economic solutions, sometimes resulting in this postmodern age in the surreal solutions of offshore banking and sexual tourism. And, the entire region has confronted the common
challenges of environment.
Those challenges included all of the major types of natural
hazards. Much of the region is volcanic and has in historical times
been subjected to volcanic eruptions and earthquakes of major
proportions. One need only think of the seismic destruction in
3.

4.

Fernand Braudel, La Me'ditnmwk d L monh miditeranken 8 la t@qw & Philippe
143 vols. (1949; reprint, Paris, France, 1990).
For example, on the impact of hurricanes on Yucatan, see Herman W.
Konrad, 'Caribbean Tropical Storms: Ecological Implications for PreHispanic and Contemporary Maya Subsistence on the Yucatan Peninsula,"
Rmista & la Unkversidad Autdnoma de Yucatan 18 (2003): 94126; Virginia
Garcia Acosta, "Huracanesy/o desastres en Yucadn,"Reuista & la Univmidad
Autdnoma de Yucatan 17 (2002) : 3-15.

1697 of Port Royal,Jamaica, or the volcanic eruptions like that of
Mount Pelie that killed over thirty thousand inhabitants of
Martinique in 1902 or of Mt. Soufriere on St. Vincent in 1979.
Droughts are all too frequent in the region, and for much of its
history, disease was by far the greatest cause of death in the
Circum-Caribbean, decimating first the indigenous populations,
exacting a morbid tribute from the African forced laborers, and
simply killing at a rapid rate (about four times that of Africans)
the Europeans who first crossed into that environment. But of all
the hazards that humans confront in the region, none is more
characteristic than the great Caribbean hurricanes that have
defined the region and its risks.
And the different hazards are not unrelated. In fact, as early as
the sixteenth century, European observers, colonial administrators,
and local residents began to remark on the hurricanes and the
resulting droughts or disease, or the hurricanes' simultaneous
occurrence with seismic activity. That is, the great storms were seen
not only as destructive forces in themselves but also as the triggers
of other catastrophes. Of course, eighteenthcentury observers did
not yet understand that the droughts following a period of
increased hurricane activity were typical of a La Niiia event, but
there was a realization that the destruction of crops and shelter
could weaken populations and make them more susceptible to
other threats. Governor Richard Fitzwilliam wrote from the
Bahamas in 1733 that the July hurricane of that year had destroyed
all "the corn and fruits of this Island, which has made all sorts of
provisions much scarcer than usual, and this scarcity, I imagine, has
occasioned a sickness that has carried off a great number of inhab
it ant^."^ Governors from Jamaica, Antigua, and Nevis often wrote
in a similar vein, linking in their correspondence what.was already
joined in common perception, the union of misfortunes of hurricanes, shortages, droughts, and sickness to which were often coupled the destruction and losses occasioned by war-that other
constant danger and characteristic condition of the Caribbean for
much of its history.
When we look at natural disasters in contemporary times,
there are a couple of points that need to be made at the outset.
5.

Governor Richard Fitzwilliarn to Duke of Newcastle, 4 December 1733, in
Public Record Office, Calendar of State Papers: America and the West Indies
(London, 1860-),Colonial Series #40 n. 423,247.

The first is one that has now become almost a battle cry: hurricanes are natural phenomena, but they are not natural disasters.
A tropical storm that passes over an uninhabited island is a natural phenomenon, but it is only when it encounters dense concentrations of people or property that it becomes a catastrophe. The
location of populations, the development of beach front homes
and hotels, the failure to impose proper building codes: all have
contributed to increasing the destructiveness of the Caribbean
storms. We confront a seeming anomaly. Despite technological
and scientific advances in prediction, there has been, in fact, a
considerable increase in the destructive effects of natural disasters
since 1960. The average annual mortality due to disasters
increased from 23,000 per year to 143,000 between the 1960s and
19'70s, but property damage has increased even more. The
Southeast Asian Tsunami of 2004 underlined the fact that, in
human terms if not in property value, by far the worst sufferers of
the effects of "climatic" disasters have been poor people and poor
countries. In the contemporary world, "natural disasters" like
humcanes have been socially selective, and they have probably
been so in the past.
What the effects of their differential impact may have been on
political movements or social groupings remains to be studied. It is
here that I think much can be done to write a social, cultural, and
economic history of the storms. How did the hurricanes and other
natural disasters shape politics and social relations, and how did
political and social structures create the contexts for the impact of
those phenomena? How did explanations of the storms and understanding them reflect changing conceptualizations of God, Nature,
Science, and human abilities? Then too, there is yet another level
of analysis that awaits attention. What has been the long-term
cumulative effect of repeated natural disasters on the region? To
what extent have the storms contributed to the regional problems
of growth or development? Such issues have never been calculated
or estimated the way in which economist Eric Jones sought to do in
his attempt to explain Europe's economic advantage over Asia.
Whatever the short-comings or implicit Eurocentrism of The
European Miracle (1981), he at least sought to make comparative
environmental conditions and their cumulative effects part of a
larger economic history of regional development and the interaction of cultural attitudes and technology. The Caribbean might
lend itself particularly well to such an analysis, although informa-

tion is spotty and the formula for calculation will be extremely complex.6
The writing of the history of hurricanes like that of much environmental history begins with a problem. For all their power and
destructive potential, the histoxy of the hurricanes is, because of
their frequency, almost inherently boring. Unlike volcanoes or
earthquakes, the great storms are somewhat dependable. Almost
every year some island or coast is inundated or devastated. While
for individual islands or cities or stretches of shoreline, hurricanes
may be spaced decades apart, in a regional sense, the phenomenon
is repetitious and the results expected. The scenes of destruction
are all too common and all too similar: shattered homes and shattered lives, boats piled up on the beaches or carried far inland,
destruction in all directions, posterior scenes of relief and aid
amidst a backdrop of ruin. The individual stories may be poignant,
but their repetition is numbing. Accounts seem to vary only in the
level of destruction, the amount of loss, or the level of the force of
the winds. If the story to be told is only that of the storms themselves, then the repetitiveness is inherent. The variations from one
storm to the next may be interesting from a meteorological perspective, but have less significance from a historical one. Moreover,
as acts of nature or the handiwork of God, the hurricanes are
beyond human control and are therefore outside of history, that
helps to explain why they have been ignored as a theme in themselves. They are the classic deus ex machina that as historians and
social scientists we are admonished to avoid like the plague. But, at
the same time, because of their ubiquity and regularity, we can also
fall into the opposite error of seeing them as the explanation of
everything. Almost every regional event, battle, revolt, revolution,
or election has been preceded by one or several hurricanes. To
find the balance between explaining too much or too little in the
history of the hurricanes, or in any environmental history, is a tricky
business at best.
Hurricanes have certainly generated interest. I see the existing literature groups in four large categories. First there are the
sociological studies, which are organized around themes of risk
6.

Eric Jones, The European Miracle, 3rd ed. (Cambridge,Eng., 2003). Examples
of the historicization of disasters are the essays in Alessa Johns, ~ f u
Visitations: Confronting Natural Catastrophe in the Age of the Enlightenment (New
York, 1999).
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management and coping. Since Pritimkin Sorokin wrote his classic Man and Society in Calamity (1942), social scientists have studied
the way in which individuals respond socially and psychologically
to disasters, or why they continue to act in ways that make them
vulnerable. The islanders may know that the volcano is liable to
erupt, but they also know that the mountain sides have the most
fertile soils. Building on the shoreline makes property more prone
to hurricane damage and subject to higher insurance rates, but
people like the beach. Individuals and communities have to balance the risks against the benefits, and the study of how and why
they do that has long been a classic field of research in sociology.
In the hands of a master like Kai Erickson, in a book like Everything
in its Path (1976), the analysis of a single community's response
can provide material for a narrative of powerful analysis. Most of
this work is based on interviews or direct observation and often has
little historical depth, and it rarely addresses long-term economic
or political effects, but that has been changing. Ted Steinberg's
Acts of Cod (2000) has taken a hard look at how our decisions and
policies have made disasters.'
A second large category of publications has been generated by
governmental relief agencies, NGOs, or those who study them.
How best to respond to a natural disaster, what should be the goals
of relief, who best to receive it, and in what form? These are the
questions that orient a whole industry of publication designed with
a pragmatic intent. This literature poses practical questions: Let
people stay in place or build tent cities? Give out food or seeds to
plant? Favor those with capital to rebuild, or those most at risk?
UNICEF, the Red Cross, and other agencies have invested great
effort in analyzing and in theorizing about these issues. This carpus tends to be highly technical, problem-oriented, and often relatively averse to making cultural differences and historical
experiences or contexts factors in the solutions suggested.
A third category of literature is essentially climatological or
meteorological. Its goals have been purely scientific knowledge
but are also written with a hope that these studies will lead to better efforts at prediction of the storms, or at least of being able to
provide advice on the best strategies to avoid human disasters. Of
7.

Kai T. Erickson, Everything in its Path: Destruction of Community in the Buffalo
Creek Flood (NewYork, 1976);Ted Steinberg,Acts of God: 77w Unnatural Histmy
of Naturnl Disaster in America (Oxford, Eng., 2000).

course, the history of meteorology and of storm prediction has
become a subfield within this literature.* In the nineteenth century, the story of the definition of the storms and the understanding of their nature-in short, the development of meteorology as
a science-was particularly important. More recently, this historiography has broadened to encompass cultural and social understandings and uses of ~ c i e n ~
knowledge.
c
Themes like the
historical impact of technology on prediction, from the barometer to the telegraph to satellite observation, or the bureaucratization of prediction in the creation of weather services, or the
creation and politicization of relief agencies have become central
features of the study of the hurricanes. Beneath all of these is a
history of mentalities that reveals changing attitudes toward God
and Nature exposed by reactions to the storms or attempts to
manage them.
The fourth category of historical study of the storms has
remained relatively underdeveloped. Curiously, historians and
especially social historians have not given much attention to the
Caribbean hurricanes. The classic form of the historiography of
hurricanes began with, and remains to some extent, chronologies:
whether by year of the storms, where and when they passed, and
how much loss of life or property, lists have been compiled in some
numbers. In the mid-nineteenth century, the young Cuban Andrks
Poey, member of a distinguished family of intellectuals,spent much
of his early life in the National Library of Paris compiling a chronology and bibliography of works related to the Caribbean hurricanes.
His published record included 400 storms and 450 authors up to
1855.~Poey's broad regional approach was followed a century later
by another Cuban, Jose Carlos Millh, who published a detailed
chronology up to 1968. Most of the larger islands of the region and
many areas have found a historian who has painstakingly compiled
a list of the storms and has gathered information on their effects so
that now one can turn to Rodriguez-Ramirez (1956) for Cuba, or
for Puerto Rico to Rafael Ramirez de Arellano (1932) or Luis
Salivia (1967), or for the United States to weather historian David

8.
9.

Bob Sheets and Jack Williams, Hurricane Watch (NewYork, 2001).
The Andrks Poey papers are housed at the Museu Montank in the Faculty of
Biology at the Universidad de La Habana, Cuba. To date, they have not
received scholarly attention.

Ludlum's wonderfully researched Early A-can
Hunicanes that carried the listing up to 1870.1°
These studies are invaluable for the information they contain
and the sources they have revealed, but the organizing principles
and the central questions of the chronologists did not usually c a p
ture the dynamic relationship between the storms and other aspects
of social and political life, and they rarely note the way in which the
disasters are produced by societies. Only recently has that been
changing, and whether in the area of cultural understandings
where Peter Hulme's work has been foundational, in the interweaving of biography and hurricane history such as Erik Larson's
account of the Galveston storm of 1900, in the recent development
of social and economic studies as represented by Louis Perez's
recent book on Cuba, or by the recent scholarship of Matthew
Mulcahy and SherryJohnson, it is apparent that a new appreciation
of the relationship between society, culture, and environment has
opened up a broad range of opportunities.11
Above all remains the question of the potential impact of hurricanes on the social and economic development of CircumCaribbean societies. The indigenous inhabitants of the region
recognized the power of the great storms, and they knew the signs
of their approach. They offered cassava to their m i s to spare them
10. M.E. Rodriguez-Ramirez, "Cronologia clasificada de 10s cyclones que han azotado a la isla de Cuba desde 1800 hasta 1956," Revista Cdana h Meterologia
(Havana) 2 (1956); Luis A. Salivia, Hish los taporales de Puerto Rico y las
Antilh (SanJuan, P.R, 1972);David Ludlum, Early American Hurricanes, 14921870 (Boston, 1963). On Florida, see Jay Barnes, h d a ' s Hurricane History
(Chapel Hill, N.C., 1998). See also the classic Ivan Ray Tannehill, Hunicanes
(Princeton, N.J., 1942).
11. Peter Hulme, Cohial Encountm: Europe and the Native Caribbean, 1492-1797
(London, Eng., 1986); Louis A. Pirez Jr., Winds of Change: Hurricanes and the
Transfmtion of Nineteenth-Catuq Cuba (Chapel Hill, N.C., 2001) ; Erik
Larson, Isaac's S t m (New York, 1999); Matthew Mulcahy, "Urban Disasters
and Imperial Relief in the British-Atlantic World, 1740-1780," in States of
Emergency: Coping with Emergency in European History, ed. Genevieve Massard
Guilbaud, et. al. (New York, 2002); idem, "A Tempestuous Spirit called
Hurricano: Hurricanes and Colonial Society in the British Greater
Caribbean," in Ammican Disastm, ed. Steven Biel (New York, 2001); idem,
"'Melancholy and Fatal Calamities': Disasters and Society in EighteenthCentury South Carolina," in Money, Trade, and Power: The Evolution of Colonial
South Carolina S Plantation Society, ed. Jack P. Greene, Rosemary BranaShute,
and Randy Sparks (Columbia, S.C., 2001); Sheny Johnson, "El Nifio and
Environmental Crisis: Reinterpreting American Rebellions in the 1790s,"
paper presented to the Allen Morris Conference on the History of Florida
and the Atlantic World, Tallahassee, Fla., 2003.

from their greatest dangers: fire, sickness, their Carib enemies,
and the hurricanes.12 Curiously the Taino symbol for the storms
with its curving outstretched arms seems to recognize the rotating
nature of the winds, a fact that Western science did not really estab
lish until the publication of William Reid's The Law of S t m (1838).
In 1550, a residmcia (judicial investigation) of the governor of
Puerto Rico revealed that he had ordered an Indian punished for
sorcery for predicting when the storms would come.15 "The
Indians are so skillful that they know two or three or four days
beforehand of the coming of it," wrote John Taylor in his New and
St. Crist@hers, of a tnnpestuow Spirt which is called by
Strange News*
twndians a Hurricane (1638).14 Before the development of the
barometer in the seventeenth century and later scientific means of
prediction, the ability to read the signs of a hurricane's approach
became a matter of life and death. The indigenous peoples knew
the signs of the storm's approach. But the skill at reading these
signs could also be turned against the native peoples. In his 1'788
account of Puerto Rico, Father Ifiigo Abad y Lasierra noted the
Indians had read certain signs as forewarnings of a hurricane's
approach: a red sun, a strong odor from the sea, the rapid change
of the breeze from east to west. Carib powers of observation and
prediction of the storms were used as evidence of their pact with
the devil and reason for their expulsion. As the Europeans eliminated the indigenous populations, they likewise increased their
own vulnerability. On St. Christopher, after the Caribs had been
removed from the island, colonists had to send to neighboring
Dominica for weather reports.15 Even today, on every island there
exists a popular wisdom or recognition of "signs" that supposedly
tell of the approach of the hurricanes. Whether this is a particularly
good harvest of avocadoes as on Puerto Rico or the roosting of
chickens on the island of Nevis, such signs are still given credence
12. Michael Craton, Histmy of the Bahamas (Waterloo, Ont., 1986), 27,
13. Francisco Moscoso, Juicio al Gobernador. Episodios coloniales cke Puerto Rico, 1550
(SanJuan, P.R., 1998), 134.
14. Taylor's work is cited and discussed in Peter Hulme, Colonial Encounters, 100101. See also, idem, "Hurricanesin the Caribbees: The Constitution of the
Discourse of English Colonialism," in 1642: Literature and Power in the
Sewteenth Centuy, ed. Francis Barker,Jay Bernstein, et. al., (Colchester,Eng.,
1981), 55-83.
15. Iiiigo Abbad y Lasierra, Historia geografica, civil y natural de la isla & SunJuan
Bautista & Pun-to Rico, ed. Josk J u l i h de Acosta y Calvo and Gervasio Garcia
(SanJuan, P.R., 2002), 530.

along with the modern predictors of barometer readings, aerial
photographs, and computer simulations.
From the very beginning of European contact, the hurricanes
shaped the settlement of the region and the patterns of established
life. Columbus enjoyed incredible luck when, in 1492, he sailed
right across the latitudes of greatest hurricane activity at the height
of the season in September and October without encountering a
storm. Later, he came to know them well. He may have experienced his first hurricane inJune 1494 during his second voyage, but
in 1502, he was able to ride out a storm off Hispaniola when over
twenty Spanish ships and five hundred men went down because his
rival, the royal governor Francisco de Bobadilla, had spurned
Columbus's warnings that the high cirrus clouds and southeasterly
swell signaled the approach of an oncoming storm. That storm leveled the city of Santo Domingo. It was, said Father Bartolome de
las b a s , "as if an army of demons had escaped from Hell"16 The
ship carrying Columbus's personal fortune miraculously escaped,
and there were those at the time who accused him of not having
predicted the storm but of having used magical powers to call it
down on the governor.
Clearly, God or the devil was thought to be much involved in
these matters. Chronicler Gonzalo Ferngndez de Oviedo noted
after Santo Domingo had been struck by hurricanes in 1504,1508,
and 1509 that the sacrament had been placed in the churches and
monasteries of the town, and that after this was done, the storms
had ceased.17 Throughout the region, the losses and deaths caused
by the storms were interpreted as the hand of God in the affairs of
men. In the aftermath of a great storm on St. Croix in 1772,
Presbyterian minister Hugh Knox wrote that the Lord of Hosts,
"who commandeth and raiseth a storm, and who again maketh the
storm a calm; who is the sovereign Lord of universal nature; who
exercises an absolute dominion over all the elements of this lower
world, and employs them for mercy or judgment, as seemeth best
unto him," was calling the "inhabitants of this and neighboring
islands, to weeping and to mourning, to the most speedy and effectual review of their ways."18 But God's message was not always clear.
16. Josi Carlos Mill&, Huniaz?aesofthe Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (Miami, Fla.,
1968).
1 . Antonello Gerbi, Natum in the N m WwEd (Pittsburgh, Penn., 1985), 251.
18. Hugh Knox,Discourse delivered on the 6th of September, 1772 in the Duteh Church
of St. Cmix on Occasion ofthe Humicane ( S t . Croix, V.I., 1772), 16-18.

In August of 1899, after the Spanish American War when Puerto
Rico was still under U.S. occupation, the island was struck by the
devastating hurricane of San Ciriaco. Over three thousand people
perished. Cuban nationalists saw this as the just wrath of Cbd
against the continued U.S. presence on the neighboring island.
The proSpanish dean of the diocese of Puerto Rico, Juan Perpiiia
y Pibernat, believed instead that it was the islanders' sinful secularism and the abandonment of their Hispanic traditions that had
called forth this punishment. That the storm was a divine object
lesson had been generally agreed upon, but the intended recipients of the lesson remained a matter of some dispute. Even as scientific explanations of weather have come to dominate our
interpretations, explanations of the apocalyptic or divine nature of
the storms have persisted.1g
The Spaniards had come to know the storms, their dangers,
and their rhythms quite well. A large hurricane that struck
Crooked Island in the Bahamas in 1500 and destroyed some
Spanish vessels was probably the first recorded hurricane to have
hit Florida. Large hurricanes struck Santo Domingo in 1508,1509,
and 1526, Puerto Rico in 1508, 1514,1515, and 1526, and Cuba in
1503, 1519, 1525, and 1527. We know Florida was struck in 1528
near Apalachee Bay and then again in 1545,1551,1553,1554, and
1559 at various places on the peninsula. Most historians know the
tragic tale of the hurricane of 1565 that destroyed the French effort
to forhfy the outpost at Fort Caroline and sealed the fate of Florida
as a Spanish colony.2oThrough all this, Spanish seamen and statesmen were learning the possibilities and hazards of the region. The
hurricanes were imposing themselves on the process of colonization and on the way in which the Spaniards thought of their relationship to God, Nature, and the land and the sea.
There is no better evidence of the great storms' effects than the
Spanish maritime commercial system, the camera de indias, whose patterns, rhythm, and form were all pegged to the seasonality of the hurricanes. First, the Spanish had discovered quite early that arriving in
the Caribbean was far easier than returning to Europe, and that in
order to take advantage of the prevailing winds and currents it was
19. Marti Gilabert6 Vilagran, "Tempestadesy conjuros de las fuenas naturals.
Aspectos magico-religiosos de la cultura en la alta edad moderns," Pedralbes.
Reulta d'hltmia m h 9 (1989): 19399.
20. John T. McGrath, The French in Early Flwida: In the Eye of the Hurricane
(Gainesville, Fla., 2000).

necessary to beat to the north before crossing the Atlantic. Thus the
key to the maritime system was the Florida channel, the ninety miles
between Cuba and Florida that was the best exit from the Caribbean.
That fact had much to do with the development of Havana on
Cuba's northern shore, a location that was selected after earlier settlements had proven too vulnerable to the hurricanes. Havana was
created to function as the cornerstone of the system of fleets, a
haven and a staging area where ships gathered to make the return
voyage to Europe. Once Mexico and Peru were producing silver
and gold, the system of fleets or convoys was put into place. One
fleet left Seville in May and headed for Vera Cruz while a second
fleet, the so-called galkones, made for Panama where it traded for
Peruvian silver. The plan was for the two fleets to converge on
Havana in the spring and to exit the Caribbean by June or July,
heading toward the keys to catch the Gulf Stream northward until
around the Carolinas they would head eastward on the winds of the
While punctuality put Spanish ships at risk from
middle latit~des.~'
the pirates, privateers, and foreign navies that knew exactly where
and more or less when the fleets would sail, failure to keep to the
schedule placed them in danger from the great tropical storms.
Delays were disastrous, as the wrecks off the Bahamas and the
Florida Keys make abundantly clear. The whole structure of the system and its timing had been organized to avoid disruption by the
storms, and when schedules were upset, mariners, passengers, and
kings all paid dearly. The loss of Spanish treasure ships or silver
fleets in
1623, 1624, 1631, and 1715 (to note just a few of the
major sinkings) were disastrous to Spain's military and political
ambitions. The loss of three gaUeonas with 1.5 million pesos from
the New Spain fleet in 1622, a similar loss in 1624, and the sinking
of almost the whole silver fleet during a hurricane in 1623 came at
a crucial juncture in Spain's struggle against the Dutch, and deep
ened the financial crisis caused by a general Atlantic economic crisis between 1619 and 1621. Such losses almost always created
uncertainties of policy. When the almiranta (flagship) of the New
Spain fleet, delayed in its sailing from Vera Cruz, went down with
all its silver in a hurricane off Campeche in 1631, the Spanish valido Count Duke of Olivares recognized that he could not pay for the
political projects he had envisioned.**
21. Sheets and Williams, Hurricane Watch, 9.
22. Dominguez Ortiz, Politica J hacienda & Felipe N (Madrid, Spain, 1960).

Spain's rivals in the Caribbean learned how to take advantage
of Spanish attempts to regularize settlement and commerce in the
face of the storms, but they also learned themselves of the signs of
approaching storms, the building techniques best able to withstand
them, and the places that offered most shelter. The Governor of
the Leeward Islands reported on reconstruction after a hurricane
of 16'75: the new houses being built were no higher than a story and
a half, 'hurricanes having taught the people to build low."23 But he
also could not convey his report to London with dispatch because
"the hurricane time hinders the correspondence of the islands."24
The storms created the natural division of seasons and time
and helped to mark memory and the pace of life. On the Spanish
islands, a special prayer against storms was recited during the hurricane season. In 1722, the Jamaica Assembly passed a special act
establishing a perpetual anniversary fast on the 28th of August to
commemorate the hurricane of that year.25 Around 1765,
Alejandro O'Riley, the reforming Bourbon governor of Puerto Rico
noted that the islanders "mark their epochs by governors, hurricanes, the visits of bishops, the arrival of the fleets or the subsidies
( sitwulos) ."26
Sadly, all the colonial powers also learned that, in the age
before accurate prediction, there was little that could be done to
avoid the force of the storms or their effects on commerce and war.
Over and over again, military and naval campaigns were thwarted
or disrupted by the storms, or defenses and fortifications were
weakened or destroyed by them, or conditions were created that
made populations either restive under authority or vulnerable to
attack. The examples are many. A French fleet was battered in
1680 off Santo Domingo with a loss of twenty-five vessels. In 1640,
thirty-six Dutch ships attacked Matanzas, Cuba, but were scattered
by a hurricane which disrupted their attack. The great hurricane
of 1780 brought havoc to both the British and French fleets when
the French lost forty ships with over four thousand troops near
23. Governor William Stapleton to unknown, 22 November 1676, in Calendar of
State Papers, Colonial Series #9 n. 1152, 499,501.
24. Governor William Stapleton to Sir Robert Southwill, 20 June 1676, C a h d m of
State Pa@, Colonial Series #9 n. 955,410.
25. Governor Nicholas Lawes to Council of Trade and Plantations, 10 December
1722, in Caladar of State Papers, Colonial Series #33 n. 382, 184.
26. Angel Gpez Cantos, Los puert-dos:
mentalidad y actitudRF (SanJuan, P.R,
2001), 47.

Martinique, and the British shipping and men-of-war at St. Lucia
and at Barbados were sunk or grounded with great loss of life. That
same storm caught the Spanish fleet on its way to recapture
Pensacola and dispersed it with a loss of nineteen of its fifty-eight
vessels.*' The hurricanes introduced the element of chance and
accident into regional military campaigns. They patterned the way
in which war was conducted, and they made outcomes always less
secure then they might have been.
In times of war and peace, the hurricanes also created a panCaribbean community of shared risk and shared information.
Notices and warnings were sent from island to island, sometimes
even when imperial hostilities dictated against such cooperation.
Here, national and cultural differences could intervene. In 1900,
the tragic bureaucratic rivalry between U.S. Weather Service officers and their Cuban counterparts impeded receipt of telegraph
warnings sent from the negoczado del tiempo, the Cuban Weather
Service that had been created by SpanishJesuit Benito Vifies (probably the best hurricane scholar of his day). This directly contributed to the enormous loss of life when that storm struck
Galve~ton.~~
But such errors were not usual. Information, relief,
and aid were sometimes sent from one Caribbean society to another, sometimes motivated by altruism and sometimes by hopes for
political or economic advantage. In 1668, the governor, council,
and assembly of Nevis reported that the island had received so
many refugees from other islands as the result of hostilities that,
when struck by a hurricane in that year, they were left without provisions. They asked to be allowed to trade with strangers, a request
that underlined two recurrent themes: the role of the hurricanes
and other "natural disasters" in setting Caribbean populations into
motion; and the use of the hurricanes as justification by local societies to circumvent imperial restrictions. As early as 1546, the cabi&
do (town council) of Santo Domingo complained that hurricanes
and storms threatened the total depopulation of the island as mer27. Rekcibn verdadera a que se db V t a &l horribte huracan que sobreuino a la ish y
Puerlo & Santo Domingo (Madrid, Spain, 1680); M. Fowler, A gmeral account of
the calamities occasioned by the Late TrenrerulozrsHurricanes and Ea7thquakes in the
West Indian Islands (London, Eng., 1781); Robert S. Weddle, Spanish Sea: The
Gulf of Mexico in Nwth American D i s c w q (College Station, Texas, 1985), 315.
28. Larson, Isaac's Storm, 102-104. On Viiies, see "Mercedes Valero G o d e z : El
observatorio del Colegio de Belen en el siglo xix," in Anuario: Centro de
ELFtzrdws & Historia y Organizuch de la Ciencia (Havana, Cuba, 1988), 204-47.

chants, royal officials, and even stable married settlers were leaving
the island.29 This was a theme repeated across imperial boundaries
for the next four centuries. Usually, it was the weaker and less fortunate who moved.
Those who remained faced other problems. For planters
and small farmers, the destruction of crops, the loss of cargoes
and of income were constant and immediate results, but no less
important were rising rates of insurance or costs of acquiring the
credit or capital to rebuild, replenish slaves forces, or replant
fields. The implications of such disruptions were felt in the credit markets of London and Amsterdam where bankruptcies and
failures often followed a bad hurricane season. But they also
weighed heavily on the individual islands where small planters
and those less well-connected were driven from husbandry or
even from the island itself. The storms thus had an effect of
intensifying social inequalities and patterns of social and economic dominance. In some cases, the effects were long-term
transformations. Louis Perez in his Winds of Change has shown
how the three hurricanes of the mid-1840s in Cuba resulted in a
shift of capital and labor out of the hard-hit coffee estates of
Western Cuba to the expanding sugar sector of the island. The
cafetah and their shade trees just took too long to recover to
allow planters the luxury of differing income until their farms
could again produce. A similar chain of events eliminated
Puerto Rican coffee from the export market after the San Felipe
storm of 1928. There was a certain irony in the role of hurricanes
in the destruction of coffee economies since it was supposedly in
1'720, after a hurricane had destroyed cacao cultivation in
Martinique, that the French had introduced coffee into their
Caribbean colonies from whence it spread to the Spanish islands.
The great storms served to structure societies, and for much of
the Caribbean's history this implied an impact on the region's principal institutions of slavery and agriculture, often plantation agriculture. The usual insecurities of slave societies could be
aggravated by the disruption and destruction of the storms.
Governor Francis Russell wrote from Barbados following the hurricane of 1694 that he had ordered houses to put out their lights and
constables to remain on watch "lest the negros should take advan29. Genaro Rodriguez Morel, ed., Cartas del cabaldo & la ciudad de Santo Domingo
m el si& mi (Santo Domingo, D.R., 1999), 172-73.

tage of the disorder to rise."% That more insurrections did not follow the storms may be due to the heightened watcblness of
planters and colonial officers, and the use of colonial militias in the
immediate aftermath of a hurricane, but it may also be that slaves
especially suffered in the great storms.
Due to the precariousness of their living conditions and their
low status, slaves remained at greatest risk. Food shortages and die
ease in the wake of the hurricanes tended to affect them disproportionately. That condition could have an unexpected outcome.
It has been suggested that during the debates on amelioration of
slavery in Parliament in the 1'780s and 1'790s, the commission
charged with inquily into the conditions of West Indian slaves
observed a situation that reflected the abysmal conditions on the
islands following the great hurricanes of 1'780-81, and thus drew
conclusions about the situation of slaves that were, in fact, conjunctural not structural, leading them to advocate better conditions for the slaves. Of course, as in any circumstance, individuals
could make the best of a bad situation. The storms created opportunities for slaves. In Puerto Rico, after the San Narciso hurricane
of 1867, for example,Juan Quifiones, a slave who had been impris
oned in Guarabo, escaped his confinement. Instead of fleeing, he
joined the effort to rescue victims of the storm. The Sociedad de
Arnigos del Pais later recognized his sacrifice by purchasing his
freedom .3
But if the great storms sometimes moved populations, altered
or reinforced social relations, or determined the outcome of international rivalries, they were equally important in structuring relationships of authority and power within Caribbean communities.
The hurricanes and their effectsoften became points of complaint
and vehicles by which colonial interests or local authorities could
make their situations known to the metropolis or the national government, allowing them opportunities to drive home requests for
attention and aid. Some examples from the English islands will
make the point. After Barbados suffered hurricanes in both 1674
and 16'75, its governor described the ruin of houses, churches,
mills, and cane fields in his request for aid, although he stated that
-
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not even £200,000 could repay the damage.32 Other letters followed in which the colonists called for the government to send
them pikes and small arms since the hurricane had left the island
defenseless. 33 A report from St. Christopher in that year noted that
the people on the island had been quite "undone" by both the hurricane and the French, and if they could, all would move to
Jamaica. In a similar vein, Governor Daniel Parke wrote from
Antigua in 1'707 that after losses to the French and a hurricane that
blew down most of the houses in the Windward Islands, the people
were grumbling about the quartering of soldiers."
In 1712, Governor Lord Archibald Hamilton wrote from
Jamaica to the Board of Trade listing over twenty ships recently lost
and asking for help.35 The Jamaica Assembly subsequently wrote to
the Duke of Newcastle in 1734 that "this island was never in greater
distress or had more occasion for the assistance of its Mother
Country than at this present time, occasioned by a chain of losses
and misfortunes, etc. not only by three dreadful hurricanes which
happened within the space of fourteen years, attended by long and
severe droughts; but the lowness of our produce in Great Britain,
the loss of our trade and t he heavy taxes. . . ." The Assembly pleaded for the Duke to present their plight to the King."
Colonial governors continually used the devastation of the
storms to seek help, employing the condition of the islands and the
sentiment of the inhabitants asjustifications for their governments'
concern, often combining arguments about the well being of the
colonists and the economy with the ability of the colony to withstand foreign incursion or appropriation. Governments responded
sometimes with large subsidies. The amount sent to the Caribbean
ic
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after the great 1780 hurricane in the British West Indies was the
largest ever raised by Parliament for such ends, but until the twentieth century, relief was seen as an essentially charitable act rather
than as a function of rule or of governmental responsibility. In the
Spanish islands, the result of this pattern was the development of
responsibility and leadership in coordination of ecclesiastical and
secular efforts at the municipal level. Disaster relief was one of the
most useful activities of the alcaldes and the cabildos, and over the
course of the nineteenth centuly, it helped to promote both competence and a certain feeling of responsibility. Hurricane response
became the training-ground of local political action and s e I f - ~ ~ ciency.
In a provocative piece on the effects of hurricane Andrew, historian Raymond Arsenault has argued that only recently have natural catastrophes and the responses to them become matters of
public policy, and that prior to the late twentieth century, relief and
recovery were essentially private matter^.^' He certainly has a point
about the way in which the media has made these storms into p u b
lic events and how precision of measurement of the storms and the
losses they cause have increased in recent times and thus trans
formed responses. I would argue, however, that since the early
modem era there is considerable evidence of attempts by colonial
governments in the Caribbean to assume the burdens of relief in
the wake of the hurricanes, or for local governmental institutions to
undertake the responsibility of protection and relief. In fact, one
could argue that these efforts on a repeated, if discontinuous, basis
sometimes promoted a sense of local self-sufEciency that could have
broad political implications. Moreover, actions taken by colonial,
national, or local governments often reflected social and political
visions of what constituted proper society; how a city was rebuilt,
what neighborhoods received attention first, what kind of housing
materials were used, what kind of houses were replaced, and if
planters or peasants, entrepreneurs or workers were to benefit most
from government action turned the hurricanes into tools for structuring society as well as lenses through which society and polity
could be observed.
37. Raymond Arsenault, "The Public Storm: Hurricanes and the State in
Twentieth- Century America," in Public Life and the Historical Imagination, ed.
Wendy Gamber, Michael Grossberg, and Hendrik Hartog (South Bend, Ind.,
2003),262-92.

But if the storms offered colonial governors and creole residents occasions to seek governmental attention, the inability of
metropolitan and later national governments to respond adequately to the storms also produced dissatisfactions with possibly serious
political implications. Here let me use the example of Puerto Rico
and Cuba. Puerto Rico had suffered a major hurricane (San
Narciso) in November 1867, followed closely by an earthquake of
some force.38 Towns could not pay their contributions to the
island's treasury, and the governor, faced with mounting expenses,
tried to force payment despite the sad conditions on the island. But
there were also Spanish officials on the island at that time who realized that the real dangers generated by the disasters were far
greater than fiscal recalcitrance or shortfalls. Puerto Rico in the
1860s was in the midst of political turmoil, and a revolutionary committee had already been formed by the time the storm had struck.
Officers like Miguel de Campos and Carlos de Rojas warned their
superiors that there was a general "ill-feeling" on the island among
the thousands of men unemployed who, without a salary as a result
of the storm, were thus "liable to perish from hunger or to succumb
to the suggestions of the disrupters of public order, or to violate the
laws that protect the rich and private property." Appeals to charity
and patriotism were not enough; the government was required to
act to maintain its reputation and the "peaceful conservation of the
regime." The colonial government had failed, said Miguel de
Campos, an officer in the Public Works department, because "people in every nation are reluctant to pay for public works unless the
benefits are tangible and immediate." Campos noted that only
about 3 percent of the island's budget had gone to public works in
the previous decade, and the results were obvious to all. Whatever
efforts had been made to improve life in the colonies were in
Puerto Rico "completely null."39 The unsuccessful insurrection of
Puerto Rico, the famous "Grito de Lares" of September 1868, of
course, had many causes, but the conditions created on the island
by the San Narciso storm and the continued inability of the Spanish
colonial government to prepare the island for such dangers by providing an adequate infrastructure,or effective response in the after38. Vicente Fontan y Mera, La ?nmwrablenoche & San Narciso y los temblors & tima
(San Juan, P.R.,1868).
39. Miguel de Campos, report, Ultramar legajo 379, exp. lo., Archivo Historico
Nacional, Madrid, Spain.

math of disaster, contributed to sentiments of frustration that
underlay the movement.
In Cuba, hurricanes in 1882 that destroyed Vuelta-Abajo and
much of Pinar del Rio elicited calls for help and promises of aid
within the context of a politically insecure Cuba in the last
moments before its final revolutionary move toward independence.
Shortly after the storm, civic leaders wrote to individuals and institutions in Spain asking for help and reminding them that "the
island is Spain, blood of its blood, bones of its bones just as its
brothers from beyond the ocean have demonstrated so many times.
. . . Today it is our turn to ask, our turn to call on the sentiments
of Spain in individuals and corporations. Brothers: charity for
Vuelta-Abajo. Your nobility is ours as well, your charity demands it
of you. . . ." Spain responded. Queen Isabel I1 sent a telegram
promising to attempt "as far as my powers can reach to relieve such
di~asters."~~
The government in Madrid created a specialjunta that
included Cuban representatives in the Spanish legislative bodies as
well as other men experienced in colonial affairs to oversee relief to
its overseas colonies of Cuba and the Philippines, both of which
had been hit by hurricanes in 1882. But although the royal family,
the government, and the sentiments of the Spanish people had
been greatly affected by the disasters, the junta was essentially
formed to raise funds by voluntary subscription since "it was impossible for the resources of the Treasury to respond to so many
calamitie~."~~
The government organized a charity auction in
which the wealthiest citizens pledged various items, all of which
were carefully noted in the press. This kind of demonstrably inadequate traditional response revealed the failures of the colonial
regime. No wonder then that after the 1899 San Ciriaco hurricane
in Puerto Rico, the U.S. government was particularly anxious to
demonstrate not only American benevolence but also its efficiency
in the relief effort as a way of proving to the Puerto Ricans the benefits of occupation by a progressive nation. In more recent times,
hurricanes have sometimes offered governments similar opportunities. Ciudad Trujillo used his efforts to rebuild Santo Domingo
after the 1930 hurricane of San Zen4n as evidence of his concern
for the Dominican people, and the Castro regime in Cuba made
40. El huracan de Vwlta-Abajo(Havana, 1883), 13-14, 30.
41. Mem0nemOna
en qw se ah nunta & los trabajos & laJunta Gaeral de S o c m s para Cuba
y FiIifinas (Madrid, Spain, 1884).

efforts in the 1960s and 1970s to demonstrate Socialism's managerial flexibility in its responses to
Let me finish here by returning to the San Felipe or
Okeechobee hurricane with which I began because it takes us into
the twentieth century and because, in the storm's different impacts
upon Florida and Puerto Rico, we can see how some themes treated in this essay played out. Leadership in both societies had a vision
of an ideal future, and in both places they were willing to use the
disaster as a tool to implement this vision. By 1928, the American
National Red Cross was functioning-a story in and of itself-and
its reports and efforts in both Florida and Puerto Rico provide considerable information on the impact and nature of reconstruction.
In Puerto Rico, while immediate mortality had been kept relatively low, the San Felipe storm left about a third of the 1.5 million
population homeless. Most of the $40 million in property loss had
been to privately-owned properties. There were those in the political class of the island who saw recovery as an opportunity to restructure society by creating a countxyside populated with industrious
small farmers living in neat cottages, the realization of the old rural
myth of the hardyj i b a r ~ .Natalio
~ ~ Bayonet Diaz, ex-member of the
House of Representatives, urged the governor to call on Puerto
Ricans to shoulder the burden of recovery and not depend on foreign aid. He warned that allowing rural-teurban migration had to
be prevented at all costs, and that only children and women either
tending families or unable to work should be able to receive free
food. Over 40,000 homes had to be rebuilt to house about 250,000
rural people left homeless by the storm, but that task also offered
reform opportunities. Bayonet Diaz argued that building new
orderly residences would be a necessary improvement, "solving
once and for all the problem of hygienic dwelling for our laboring
men, and causing to disappear from the countryside the wretched
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Track of the 1928 San Felipe hurricane. From American Red Cross, West Indies
Hurricane haster: 0-l
Report of Relief Wmk in Pmto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and
Noda (Washington, D.C., 1929).

sight of the hut (bohio) which is a stigma upon our ~ivilization."~~
But one could not give the poor and destitute something for nothing. The rebuilding was to be done under the supervision of the
relief agencies and municipal committees by the country people
themselves who were paid for their labor, 10 percent in cash and 90
percent in food rations."
This kind of social engineering also emerged in a plan for
relief developed by representatives of the sugar growers and s u p
ported by Guillermo Esteves, the Commissioner for Puerto Rico.
The plan divided the affected population into three categories:
small owners, the urban working poor, and the am'mados--those
working on the big coffee estates who themselves could be divided between those who lived by cultivating a small plot and those
who resided in small barracks as employees without any land.
Esteves sought to convince the Red Cross that social divisions or
categories within the population had to be treated differently and
that "the good qualities of the Puertorrican small farmer recognized by all" should be stimulated. The small proprietors were of
"good moral charactern and could be trusted to rebuild and
improve their land and did not need to be supervised. Other
groups had to be treated more cautiously.46Above all, he and the
plan opposed moving arrimados from the coffee farms to small
towns; instead, he advocated the building of houses and distribution of small plots to the workers, but only after the haciendas had
recovered and work was available. If work were rushed, the Red
Cross would be forced to bear the burden. Esteves claimed "these
amz'mados love the land they till and they are the seed from which
future farmers will sprout." But his admiration had limitations.
Since the resources of the landowners had to be used in replanting their lands, funds should be given to the landowners who

44. Natalio Bayonet Diaz to Governor of Puerto Rico, 25 September 1928, Obras
publicas, leg. 166, Archivo General de Puerto Rico, San Juan. Much information is also provided in Emilio del Toro, Final Report ofthe Insular Executive
Committee of S u ~ z o and
n Relief (San Juan, P.R, 1929), and in Report on
Danutge by Storm of September 13, 1928: Island of Porto Rico (SanJuan, P.R.,1928),
both produced by the appraisers of the Federal Land Bank of Baltimore,
Porto Rico Branch.
45. Guillermo Esteves to Governor, 15 October 1928, Obras publicas, leg. 166,
and leg. 207, Archivo General de Puerto Rico.
46. Guillermo Esteves to Red Cross Constitutive Committee, 31 October 1928,
Obras publicas, leg. 160 and leg. 166, Archivo General de Puerto Rico.

could provide the rural laborers with shelter and work. It was a
plan that responded to the specificities of the island's society, but
that once again placed authority and resources in the hands of the
predominant planter class since only its members could provide
for the island's future.
In Florida too there was a desire to rebuild for the future. The
power of the storm had not been shared equally. Bahamian and
other West Indian workers at Belle Glade and other small communities near Lake Okeechobee bore the brunt of the storm. In the
racially differentiated world of 1920s Florida, it was to be expected
that in the effort to relieve and rebuild, differences of color played
a role as well. Attention went to property losses in Delray and Palm
Beach, not to the unnamed bodies swept away by the waters or
burned in communal pyres. The Red Cross, in fact, created a
Colored Advisory Committee that had among its tasks the refutation of "rumors" about aid not being apportioned equally among
blacks and whites. There were problems. The poor had lost homes
that were heavily mortgaged and faced foreclosure. If the Red
Cross reconstructed them, it argued, the lenders rather than the
homeless would profit. So, such homes were not rebuilt. There
were complaints. The Red Cross became defensive in the face of
black criticism. In its final report, it argued, "The Committee,
knowing that its people are receiving their full pro-rata of relief,
cannot but be embarrassed when ungrounded complaints are aired
by chronic kickers.""
Such unpleasantness did not stop progress. South Florida was
committed to ordered growth and agricultural and urban develop
ment. The storm could not be allowed to undermine its trajectory.
In March 1929, before the Director of the Red Cross left Florida,
the West Palm Beach Chamber of Commerce arranged for him to
fly over the area. From the air he saw, as the Red Cross reported,
"Cities, towns and villages had been set in order; cleared streets
were lined with replanted parkings; agricultural lands were drained
and covered with a most luxuriant growth of vegetation that
seemed to have sprung up almost overnight; fields were again s e p
arated by ribbon-like drainage and irrigation canals; the whole
countryside was dotted with reconstructed homes, the new unpaint-

47. American Red Cross, The West Indies Hurricane Disaster (Washington, D.C.,
1928).

The 1928 hurricane through Florida. From American Red Cross, West India
Hurricane Disaster: Ofidal Repmt of Relief Work in Pmto Rico, t h Virgin Islands, and
Florida (Washington,D.C., 1929).
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ed lumber glittering brightly in the morning sun." The storm had
not been allowed to alter the road to progress.48
In both Puerto Rico and Florida, the storm had been a disaster,
made so by actions and decisions that long preceded the anival of
the winds. In both places, responses took place within a social and
ideological context that patterned them. Predicting the great trop
ical hurricanes has always been problematical, predicting future
historiography isjust as difficult. This story of the recurring storms
and their interaction with the societies of the Circum-Caribbean,
repeated over the course of five centuries, has provided us a pathway or a metanarrative for understanding in a comparative framework the islands and mainlands of the Caribbean region and their
past. Assuredly, with the coming of each June in the new millennium, the great cyclonic storms will continue to provide opportunities for us to find the commonalities of that history.
48. Ibid.

"A Veritable Refuge for Practicing
Homosexuals": The Tohns Committee
and the University of South Florida
by Dan Bertwell

0

n April 24, 1963, University of South Florida president
John Allen stood before the State Legislature determined
to defend his school from the Johns Committee. The previous week, Mark Hawes, an attorney for the committee, had made
disparaging comments toward USF. In his rebuttal, Allen
described Hawes's statement as "a skillful blend of truths, halftruths, and omissions." In a written transcript of Allen's words,
sandwiched between two pages defending the school from charges
of being "soft" on Communism and two pages refuting the assertion that USF's faculty was "anti-religious," are three paragraphs
describing "the area of homosexual behavior" and related allegations levied against the university and its faculty.'
Allen asserted that the Johns Committee's investigation had
uncovered just one case of homosexuality among the school's five
hundred staff and faculty members. Administrators accepted the
gay man's resignation and reported the case to the Board of
Control, a statewide governmental committee that oversaw university matters. Allen claimed that while charges were made against
Dan Bertwell is an M.A.student in History at the University of South Florida. He
thanks Dawn Flood and David Johnson for their critiques, and Troy Thompson,
Jared Toney, and Kelley Cason for their insightful comments.
1. John S. Allen, "Address to the State Legislature," 24 April 1963, Box 34,
Folder 22: "John S. Allen: Speeches," 1, 4, Papers of Dr. John Allen, Special
Collections, University of South Florida Library, Tampa, (henceforth referred
to as SCUSF).
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PresidentJohn S. Allen defending the University of South Florida before the state
of the Hmida Photographic Collection,
legislature on April 25, 1963. Cou*
Tahhassee.

two other employees, both had left the school for unrelated reasons. The administration had also found two students with "homosexual tendencies," both of whom had since left school and were
undergoing psychiatric treatment. Allen cited these results as "an
indication of our careful s~reening."~
USF had become the latest
in a long line of Johns Committee victims.
2.

Ibid., 4.

FLORIDA
HISTORICAL
QUARTERLY
Founded in 1956 and officially named the Florida Legislative
Investigation Committee, the Johns Committee was just one of
many southern committees, influenced by McCarthyism and
designed to undermine the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People and other groups that supported
school integration. Historian Jeff Woods referred to them as
"mini-HUACs," an allusion to the House Un-American Activities
Committee. Committee investigators searched for a "conspiratorial web uniting Communists with political liberals, civil rights
activists, and integrationists"; by 1958, members of the committee
were trying as well to establish "a causal link between homosexuality and political subversion." This transition did not go unnoticed;
the St. Petmsburg Times reported that the committee's focus had
changed from race to sex within a mere two years.
In the late 1950s, FLIC became most commonly associated
with state senator and committee chair CharleyJohns, and became
a powerful example of state-level McCarthyism. Investigators scrutinized the morals and loyalty of state employees, particularly at
secondary schools and public universities. In Florida, the moment
of transition came in the summer of 1958 at the University of
Florida, where the committee encountered difficulty uncovering
Communists but had little trouble finding allegations of homosexuality. According to historian Bonnie Stark, the committee's initial report on homosexuality at UF was "well received by the
legislature," and members were "praised for doing a fine job of
investigating and cleaning up the problem." The legislature
increased funding and expanded the committee's powers to
include investigating charges of "sex deviance," meaning that after
1959 the Johns Committee searched for hom~sexuals.~
Johns Committee investigators employed heavy-handed tactics
in their search for homosexuals. In describing the committee's
work at UF, historian John D'Emilio wrote that investigators
"appropriated police functions and spearheaded sensationalistic
412
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investigations of homosexuality." The Johns Committee "collected
several thousand pages of testimony, grilled hundreds of witnesses,
and exhibited little compunction about releasing information
based on hearsay and unsubstantiated accusations." Significantly,
the connection between Communism and homosexuality was foremost in the committee's collective mind: "left wing teachers poisoned the minds of their students" while "lesbians and
In Washington, D.C. this
homosexuals corrupted their bodie~."~
type of persecution took place under the auspices of national security; similar events in Florida were portrayed as protecting children
from the dangerous influence of homosexual educators since university administrators were expected to act in loco parentis, almost as
surrogate parents for the students. For investigators, protecting
the nation's youth, even those in college, was just as important as
defending the nation's shores.
Ostensibly fearful for the morality and safety of the state's children, Cold Warriors focused investigative energy toward homosexual and allegedly homosexual educators. Even thirty years after
the fact, supporters of the committee understood their past actions
as a defense of students rather than an attack on educators.
During an interview in 1977, Charlie Johns proclaimed that he
wished he had "been naive and never knowed all that about homosexuals." Johns Committee investigator R.J.Strickland was "very
pleased" with "the service [he] did for the people," specifically
children, feeling that he was "a part of exposing a serious problem
in the school system."
Lack of public and administrative support for persecuted professors demonstrated the isolation of homosexuals during the
Cold War era, which allowed the Johns Committee to pursue easy
targets at a time when the committee was up for funding renewal.
Allegations of homosexuality successfully exposed "guilty" parties,
and those accused of "sex deviance" were particularly vulnerable to
charges of moral turpitude. Furthermore, the investigations
revealed that university administrators and the public considered
the school, and not the accused, as the victim. University administrators, rather than advocate for accused faculty, worked with the
committee to expunge suspected homosexuals whenever possible,
5.
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recreating the school to meet supposed standards of a safe and
healthy learning environment. The Johns Committee hoped to
shield students from the influence of homosexual educators, and
internal USF investigators sought to protect the school from damaging charges.
As outsiders considered ill by the psychiatric establishment
and the general public, homosexuals had little support within
Cold War society. By the 1960s, the homosexual status as a
"deviant" was firmly en trenched in American popular consciousness. Historian George Chauncey argued that sexual restrictions-as a response to the openness of the 1920s and the
precariousness of the 1930s-portrayed gay men and women as
dangers to social institutions, as figures "whose defiant perversity
threatened to undermine the reproduction of normative gender
and sexual arrangements." Over time, gay culture moved into
the shadows (or more appropriately, into the closet).
Consequently, the advent of a "gay" subculture facilitated the rise
of a dichotomous world consisting of "straights" and "gays," definitions that had been more fluid in the past. Straight-laced Cold
War Americans viewed homosexuals as symbolic of "dangers
posed by family instability, gender confusion, and unregulated
male sexuality and violence." The image of an underground s u b
culture of homosexuals who were "capable of committing the
most unspeakable crimes against children" empowered the Johns
Committee.
As a threat to America's children and, therefore, its future,
homosexuals became associated with the "Red Menace." Historian
David Johnson described how the "containment of sexuality was as
central to 1950s America as containing Communism." Yet, while
many Americans viewed the presence of homosexuals in the federal government as a greater threat, historians have relegated the
persecution of gays to the background. By looking past Joseph
McCarthy and the Red Scare, one can uncover the perceived
threat gays posed to national security, which provoked their
removal from federal positions and state universities?
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Despite their persecution and probably because of it, gays
attempted to organize politically in the 1950s. Though limited in
their scope, homophile movements were first attempts to seek
equal rights after the Second World War. Generally, leaders in
these communities turned to society's "respectable" members to
advocate on their behalf. Activists argued for recognition of
homosexuality as a psychological disease and the necessity to treat
the problem rather than attack the "sickn individual. Therefore,
many homophile groups, rather than espousing pride in their
identities, attempted to work within a system that entrenched their
otherness and perversity.'* Consequently, changes in perceptions
of homosexuals were limited, perpetuating societal beliefs that
homosexuals were "immoral" and mentally ill, and allowing the
Johns Committee to attack gay professors while eliciting little public support for its targets.
In many ways, the University of South Florida offered little
challenge to Johns Committee investigators. Established in 1956
and opened for classes in 1960, USF had no alumni or established
reputation, important sources of support for older institutions. ,
Community members viewed the new school, situated miles north
of downtown Tampa, as far outside the city. Alice Murray, who was
a small child when the university opened, remembered it as in the
"boondocks . . . literally out in the middle of nowhere."
Furthermore, the University of Tampa had been in the city's downtown for thirty years, and many Tampans viewed it as the area's primary university.l
Damaging allegations of harboring sexual
deviants, Communists, and atheists could have been devastating to
USF. As a result, the school's administration did not wish to
defend homosexuality or homosexuals for fear that the presence
of "sex deviantsnwould be harmful to students and to the school's
reputation. The belief that gays were "sick" and would try to
recruit young men and boys, combined with the vulnerability of a
new school establishing itself, made USF an easy target for investigation.
USF had been conducting classes for little more than a year
when, in November 1961,Johns wrote a letter informing President
10. For more information on the homophile movement, see D'Emilio, Sexual
Politics, Sexual CommunitiRF.
11. Interview with Alice Murray, 27 May 2003,; interview with Dr. Richard S.
Dutton, 13 March 2003; interview with Mary Lou Harkness, 10June 2003,all
in USF 50th Anniversary Oral History Project, SCUSF.

Allen that the fledgling institution would be under investigation
"in regard to the infiltration into state agencies by practicing
homosexuals." The committee would ascertain "the extent of this
problem" rather than attack or identlfy specific people on campus,
hoping to gather information on the administration's policies for
dealing with the presence of homosexuals on campus, determine
avenues for removing them from employment, and establish legislative guidelines to discourage them from further state employment. He promised to run the investigation with "a very high level
of dignity." In the two-page letter, the Senator never mentioned
Communism or religion; homosexuality remained the only issue
officially discussed. Investigators genuinely believed that "queer"
professors were a danger to students, and were easy targets who did
not enjoy support from mainstream society. l2
In a more general report to the legislature in 1961, the Johns
Committee asserted that homosexuals working at Florida's universities represented a problem that was both "shocking" and
"appalling." The report claimed that homosexuals "almost invariably" attempted to recruit young people as sex partners. Because
of the influence a teacher held over many students, educators
could do "tremendous damage" to their young charges. Yet,
despite the perceived danger to young adults, a combination of
"administrators ignoring the problem" and "lenient dealing with
the individual when caught" made "the public educational system
in Florida a veritable refuge for practicing homosexuals." Some of
these men apparently acted as organizers of "call rings," convincing young boys to convert to their lifestyle (usually with the aid of
pornography, liquor, and drugs), "training" them in homosexual
acts, and finally, passing the boys from man to man, treating them
"the same as female prostitute^."^^
Without the knowledge of the school's administrators, the
Johns Committee turned its attention to USF on April 10, 1962,
targeting the school based upon an accusation by USF instructor
Thomas Wenner that the school was a "campus of evil." Students
were taken to a room in the Hawaiian Village Hotel on Dale Mabry
12. Charley Johns to Dr. John S. Allen, 9 November 1961, Box 4, Folder 13:
"Johns Committee Investigation, 1962: Comments from the Public
Concerning,"1, Papers of Dr. John Allen.
13. "Report of the Florida Legislative Investigation Committee to the Florida
Legislature, 1961" Tallahassee, 1961, in Box 4, Folder 14: "Jhns Legislative
Investigation Committee, 1962," 18,21, Papers of Dr. John Allen.
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Highway and asked about "alleged wrongdoing" at the school,
without a university representative present. On 28 April, the committee also questioned forty-five students at Wenner's home.
When Allen learned of the investigation, he portrayed Wenner as
a "prejudiced mind" and confronted the committee, forcing it to
move on May 16th to a room on campus and question students "in
the presence of a Board of Control observer and a University
employee who would tape record all proceedings." For the next
two weeks, investigators interrogated twenty faculty members and
ten students.14
Allen assured USF students, staff, and faculty that, since a
majority of the university population would be asked to testify, no
individuals were necessarily being accused of anything.
Furthermore, the committee's attorney had guaranteed Allen that
the investigation would be "fairly and impartially conducted."
Those questioned had a right to request a tape recorder, their own
legal counsel, and a witness to view the proceedings. They could
refuse to answer any question. They were not required to go offcampus or to be called to testify "at night or at odd hours." And,
if asked a "series of rapid questions" requiring yes or no answers,
they should answer one at a time and elaborate wherever necessary.
All the while, the president received letters of encouragement
from around the country. University professors and presidents,
ministers, bank presidents, and citizens sent letters. Over a thousand USF students signed a petition of support. The USF Chapter
of the American Association of University Professors wrote a letter
praising Allen for his defense of academic freedom. Expressions
of support took many forms, but invariably touted academic free-

*

14. Interview with Dr. Jack E. Fernandez, 4 March 2003, USF 50th Anniversary
Oral History Project, SCUSF; "Untitled," Box 4, Folder 14: "Johns Legislative
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Senator Charley Johns (standing second from left) and Governor Farris Bryant
(seated) at the signing of the Obscene Literature Bill in 1961,just one of many
efforts to regulate morality in the early 1960s. Courtesy of the M d a Photographic
Collection, Tallahassee.

dom not civil rights for gay men. Specifically, none of the letters
of support defended the rights of horn~sexuals.~~
Television station WTVT issued two editorials attacking the
Johns Committee, proclaiming that "a committee on higher learning, and not a committee looking around for targets" should have
been searching for Communists and "sex deviants" on USF's campus. The editor worried that "loose, not fully specified charges of
homosexual activity" and other "highly undesirable characteristics" would have a permanently detrimental effect on the institution. The university itself, not the accused, became the victim of
the investigations. When describing troubling aspects of the inves
16. Considering data from the fall 1961 and fall 1962 enrollment, it is safe to
assume that somewhere between 28 percent and 34 percent of the enrolled
student body signed the petition; UWFact Book (Tampa, Fla., 1970), "Table 1:
Total University Enrollment, Fall Term." For all letters of support, see Box 4,
Folder 13: "Jhns Committee Investigation, 1962, Comments from the Public
Concerning," Papers of Dr. John Allen.
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tigation, the St. Petmburg Times argued that the state needed to
establish a reputation as an educational center and that destroying
academic freedom would not accomplish this goal. The editorialist maintained that charges of pornography, Communism, homosexuality, and liberalism on USF's campus were unsubstantiated
and undermined that academic freedom."
Initially, Senator Johns focused public comments on the
search for "anti-religious" faculty members and "pornographic" literature assigned at the school, but he also found "some truth" to
the charges of homosexual educators at the university. In time,
Johns would concede that the school was not a "campus of evil,"
but there were areas that required disciplinary action.18
Johns Committee investigations led to accusations of "sex
deviance" being leveled toward four men: educational resources
staff member James Teske and professor John MacKenzie were
accused of performing homosexual acts on students; theater professor John Caldwell and music professor R. Wayne Hugoboom
were accused of less concrete charges. Teske and MacKenzie were
fired. Caldwell appealed his suspension and returned to teaching
briefly. Hugoboom successfully regained his position and taught
again.
Believing Teske's "manner and bearing" during his interrogation formed the basis of a strong case against him, the Johns
Committee accused Teske of taking USF student Michael Winn to
his apartment where he provided alcohol and performed "oral
copulation" on the student. Investigator H.F. Stallworth, Assistant
Director to the Board of Control, could not make an official suggestion to President Allen, but did recommend "for your information only" that Teske should be fired immediately.lg
17. Crawford Rice, Director of Programs, "An Official Expression of Opinion by
Television Station WTVT," 17 September 1962, Box 4, Folder 15: "Johns
Committee Investigation, 1962: Newspaper Clippings Concerning"; idem,
"An Official Expression of Opinion by Television Station WTVT," 21 May
1962, Box 4, Folder 15: 'lohns Committee Investigation, 1962: Newspaper
Clippings Concerning," both in Papers of Dr. John Allen; Schnurr, Cold
Warriors in the Hot Sunshine, 91, 106; "Presewing Our Academic Freedom," St.
Petersburg Times, 20 May 1962,2D.
18. Steve Raymond, "'Some Truth' in charges at USF, Sen. Johns Says," Tampa
Tribune, 24 May 1962, 1:3; idem, "Johns Says Probe Finds USF Needs
Corrective Action: But Not 'Campus of Evil,"' Tampa Tribune, 8 June 1962,
1:7.
19. H.F. Stallworth to John S. Allen, 4 June 1962, Box 4, Folder 14: "Johns
Legislative Committee Investigation, 1962," 1, Papers of Dr. John Allen.

Teske was a staff member over the summer of 1962, most likely a teaching assistant who worked in a course teaching visual aids
to schoolteachers. USF administrators were not sympathetic to
his plight, claiming that protection of students remained their
reason for cooperating with the investigation. In a report to the
Special Committee of the Board of Control, Allen dedicated just
one sentence to the case, stating that Teske "was discharged at the
end of the summer session." Specifically, the administration fired
~
teaching of high school teachhim on August 1 1 , 1 9 6 ~ . *Teske's
ers not underclassmen, however, suggests that proclamations of
protecting children sometimes rang hollow, and that accused professors were not necessarily investigated because they were a danger to students but because society viewed homosexuals as a
cultural threat.
In July 1962, three months after the Johns Committee began
its investigation, USF administrators created "University Policy
Statement No. 45," declaring that any non-tenured faculty member
could be fired by the president, and any tenured faculty member
could be suspended for "behavior involving moral turpitude."
Allen now had a means of controlling "problem" cases internally.
Teske, because he was not a faculty member, had no legal recourse
for appeal, making Allen's goal of protecting the school's reputation much easier as he could sweep the Teske case aside. While
being interviewed in conjunction with another investigation, student Michael Winn specifically inquired about Teske and, upon
hearing that the instructor had left the school, reportedly said that
"I'm sure glad to hear that."*l
~ccusationstoward John MacKenzie were similar to those leveled against Teske. The committee charged he took nineteen20. John S. Allen, "Report to the Special Committee of the Board of Control," 25
July 1961, Box 4, Folder 14: "Johns Legislative Committee Investigation,
1962," 1; idem, "Report from the President of the University of South Florida
to the Special Committee of the Board of Control on the Findings of the
Legislative Investigating Committee in the Spring of 1962," 11 September
1962, Box 4, Folder 12: "Report of the President of the University of South
Florida to the Board of Control on the Johns Committee Investigation," 1,
both in Papers of Dr. John Allen.
21. "University Policy Statement No. 45," 10 July 1962, Box 34, Folder 26:
"University Policy Statements, 19541962";John S. Allen, "Third Report from
the President of the University of South Florida to the Special Committee of
the Board of Control on the Findings of the Legislative Investigation
Committee in the Spring of 1962," 15 October 1962, Box 4, Folder 14: "Johns
Legislative Committee Investigation, 1962," both in Papers of Dr. John Allen.
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year-old Harry Peterson Jr. to his apartment and performed "the
homosexual act of oral copulation on Peterson." McKenzie's "performance on the witness stand did not do anything to indicate
innocence of the charge" as he refused to answer questions, reminiscent of various accused subversives investigated by the House
Committee of Un-American Activities in Washington D.C. during
the early 1950s. When a suspect invoked the Fifth Amendment,
committee members assumed that he or she had something to
hide. Refusal to speak aroused suspicions of pjuilt.12
Still, MacKenzie must have come to some understanding
with the committee. In John Allen's report to the Board of
Control, he was listed as "Terminated" on June 6, 1962, not
specifically because he was gay but "for conduct connected with
a psychological disorder." It was wordplay: homosexuality was
understood to be a psychological disorder, and University of
Florida's law department had recommended application of the
term "psychological disorder" in order to "avoid possible future
legal complications." Senator Johns approved the phrase for use
in the record at USF as well.23 Presumably, those who felt particularly confident of their own innocence could appeal, but the
school's administration made the final decisions. It is unclear
whether Teske and MacKenzie were denied appeal or simply
decided not to pursue that option. Most likely, the accused had
little clout on campus and did not want the public shame of
being outed.
Allen formed internal committees to determine the validity of
Johns Committee charges levied toward six other professors
accused of crimes which fell under the rubric of "morals issues,"
unrelated to religious and political persuasion. His directives stated that the university must develop a procedure to deal with faculty members who announced their atheism in the classroom, find a
way to build public confidence in the school, encourage more
effective lines of communication, and deal with the case of Dr. D.F.
Fleming, who had been accused of being overly critical of the
United States' role in the start of the Cold War and overly syrnpa22. Stallworth to Allen, 4 June 1962. For a more detailed analysis of the effects of
McCarthyism nationwide and in Washington D.C., see Ellen Schrecker, Many
Are the Crimes: McCarthyism in A k a (Princeton, N.J., 1998).
23. Allen, "Report from the President to the Special Committee of the Board of
Control on the Findings of the Legislative Investigating Committee in the
Spring of 1962,"1.

thetic to the Soviet Union. Two of the six--Galdwell and
Hugaoboom-were accused of homosexuality and determined to
clear their names.24
Charges against Professor Caldwell were multifaceted: he was
accused of heavy drinking, belligerence toward a police officer,
and playing a role in the attempted elopement of two students.
But those specifically related to homosexuality were two-fold: first,
Caldwell allegedly 'received a direct complaint fkom a student
[Michael Winn] charging an overt homosexual act on a student by
James Teske," yet he did not report the incident; second, many students had informed Caldwell of former food services employee
Charles Hadley's homosexuality, and in response, Caldwell had
told Hadley to "stay away" from the theater because the professor
"did not want any 'fairies'" around it. Not long after this
exchange, however, during a school theater trip to Tallahassee,
the two spent the night together in a motel room during which
Caldwell allegedly said that, "If a homosexual friend of mine came
to me for homosexual action, I couldn't turn him down."25
Administrators suspended Caldwell, despite his denials of the
charge.
Review of Caldwell's suspension focused on two major dimensions of the allegations. First, Hadley maintained that he was
straight. He and USF student Judy Graves had gone to Dr.
Margaret Fisher and complained about "gossip that labeled them
both as homosexuals," even thought the two had married before
the trip to Tallahassee. Hadley claimed he did not 'engage in
homosexual practices, was not a homosexual, and was offended by
the accusation." His declaration specifically separated partaking in
homosexual activities from actually being a homosexual, insinuating that, although sometimes permeable, boundaries existed
24. "Matters Relating to the University of South Florida Requiring Action by
President Allen and a Report to the Board Special Committee," Box 4, Folder
12: "Report of the President of the University of South Florida to the Board
of Control on the Johns Committee Investigation," 4, Papers of Dr. John
Allen. The committee also charged Professor Roger Lewis with pornography
and Professor Henry Winthrop with using profanity in the classroom.
Professor Max Hocutt's name appears on lists of those charged, but he was
never formally accused.
25. The Committee for Evaluating Mr. John Caldwell's Suspension, "Report to
President John S. Allen," 9 August 1962, Box 4, Folder 12: "Report of the
President of the University of South Florida to the Board of Control on the
Johns Committee Investigation," 1-2, Papers of Dr. John Allen.
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between the two categories. Second, Hadley had been encouraged
by other theater students to make the trip to Tallahassee, and
Caldwell could have feasibly shared the room with Hadley in order
to keep the student "under surveillance and away from other students."26 It is difficult to ascertain who, if anyone, was actually gay.
Regardless, administrators focused on the issue closely, hoping to
reach some conclusion and move on from the episode.
The Committee was also interested in the "moral tone" of
Caldwell's theater. He claimed to have been "constantlyvigilant to
keep his drama work free from homosexuals" and believed "his theatre to be the cleanest theatre in the United States in this regard."
This point, and the possibility that Caldwell roomed with Hadley in
Tallahassee to keep him away from other students, suggested that
the professor might have been protecting impressionable students
from a potentially dangerous homosexual. Hadley was considerably older than the average college student, and the committee
would have viewed the presence of an accused homosexual student
(and older peer) as a grave threat to the student body. In keeping
his theater "clean" of homosexuals and keeping a watchful eye over
Hadley, Caldwell appeared to have been fulfilling his duty of protecting students from a corruptive influence.27
Caldwell also had an interesting character witness. Student
Paul Morton had some "harrowing experiences with homosexuals"
and "abhor[ed] them," and he claimed that Hadley had
approached him sexually. Still, he told the president that, during
the Tallahassee trip, Hadley and Caldwell shared a room because
everyone else had previously chosen roommates and these two
"were left over." And he did not "believe that Galdwell had had
26. James A. Parrish, "Confidential Report to President Allen From James A.
Parrish on the John W. Caldwell Hearing," 28 August 1962, Box 4, Folder 14:
"The Johns Committee Investigation, 1962," 2; Margaret B. Fisher, "Interview
With Charles Hadley," 14 September 1962, Box 4, Folder 14: "Johns
Legislative Committee Investigation, 1962," 2, both in Papers of Dr. John
Allen; Committee for Evaluating Caldwell's Suspension, "Report to President
John S. Allen," 2. Fisher was the Director of Student Personnel for the university.
27. Committee for Evaluating Caldwell's Suspension, "Report to President John
S. Allen," 3. Although Hadley's age does not appear in the records, during
his interview with Dr. Fisher he mentions that he had been withdrawn from a
management-training program because "he was too old" and they preferred
to hire people under the age of 25. It is reasonable to assume that Hadley was
over the age of 25, and could have been significantly older than that; Fisher,
"Interview with Charles Hadley," 1.

homosexual relations with Hadley." Along with Morton, Father
Fred Dickrnan and USF faculty member C. Wesley Houk also spoke
on Caldwell's behalf.28
The student accusers-Charles Hadley and Michael Winndid not evade judgment either. The committee considered that
Dr. Fisher had described Hadley as "unsavory," "irresponsible,"
and "inconsistent." Though Hadley believed that the Johns
Committee had brokered his termination from the campus food
service, Fisher claimed that Hadley's poor academic standing and
outstanding debts led to his release. She also reported that Winn
had difficulties with his grades ("all F's"), had stolen school prop
erty, and was a liar. He was "an unreliable witness" with "no appreciation for the truth" and in serious need of psychiatric counseling.
It disturbed administrators that the Johns Committee accepted "at
face value the statements of two unsuccessful students" who were
both "probably disgr~ntled."~~
Complicating the administrations' review was Hadley's own
actions. TheJohns Committee had asked him about Frank Wright,
a foreign correspondent in Miami and "the ringleader of a homosexual group." Hadley admitted to having met Wright once at a
party, but was not aware of "any homosexual activities either in the
community or on campus." When questioned earlier about several professors and administrators (including President Allen and
Professor Caldwell), Hadley claimed that he had no knowledge of
any past homosexual behavior on either's part. There is no evidence as to why Hadley changed his story about Caldwell, although
Hadley might have lied to the committee because he felt pressured
and then told the truth to USF investigators.
In August 1962, the committee evaluating Caldwell's suspension concluded that he had not acted "irresponsibly" in not repeating unproven allegations leveled against Teske, and taking into

28. John Allen, "Report on Investigation Conducted by President Allen
Personally on the John W. Caldwell Case,"11 September 1962, Box 4, Folder
12: "Report of the President of the University of South Florida to the Board
of Control on the Johns Committee Investigation," 2, Papers of Dr. John
Allen; Parrish, "Reporton Caldwell,"2; Allen, "ReportConducted by Allen on
Caldwell Case," 1.
29. Committee for Evaluating Caldwell's Suspension, "Report to President John
S. Allen,"2; Fisher, "Interviewwith Charles Hadley,"1-2; Parrish, "Reporton
Caldwell," 1-2; Allen, "ReportConducted by Allen on Caldwell Case,"3.
30. Parrish, "Reporton Caldwell,"2.
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account the reputations of Hadley, Winn, and Caldwell, the committee recommended to Dean Sidney J. French (Allen being on
vacation) that Caldwell's suspension be lifted. Upon learning of
Caldwell's reinstatement, Senator Johns told reporters that the
university obviously 'intended to resist the taking of any corrective
action," and that its stance was a "public nullification of the Board
of Control's announced policy on morals and influence^."^^
Members of the Johns Committee had assured President Allen
that he would receive the findings of their investigation, but after
returning from vacation in late August 1962,Allen "was shocked to
find that the Committee had given its report to the public through
the press." Newspaper headlines reported the findings of a "Red
Menace" on campus, and the presence of professors who were
"anti-religion," but there was far less explicit mention of alleged
homosexual relations between faculty and students.32
Despite his vindication, Caldwell did not appreciate his treatment during the ordeal. Having been returned to teaching duties,
he resigned from the faculty because of the committee's "extended
and continuing harassment." Caldwell decried the 'police state
methods" of the Johns Committee, which made faculty at the
school "almost physically ill." As a native Floridian, the prospect of
leaving the state upset Caldwell, but after considering legal action
against SenatorJohns, the professor tendered his resignation at the
University of South Florida. While speaking to reporters, Caldwell
commented, "I can't take any more. . . . I won't subject myself to
further indignities from that man Uohns] and what he's doing to
destroy teacher morale at the university." In Caldwell's opinion,
CharlieJohns and his committee would "never give up, but keep on
hurting people to save face politically," targeting homosexual activities because of their inability to find communist^.^^
31. Committee for Evaluating Caldwell's Suspension, "Report to President John
S. Allen," 1, 5; "Confidential Matters Handled by SidneyJ. French during Dr.
Allen's absence from campus," 24 August 1962, Box 34, Folder 17: "Memos,
1962," Papers of Dr. John Allen; newspaper accounts from the Tampa Tribune,
10 and 18 September 1962, St. PeteMbutg Times, 20 September 1962, St.
Petersburg In-dent,
17 September 1962, Tampa T i m , 17 September 1962,
can be found in Scrapbook 1: "Johns Committee USF, 1962," SCUSF.
32. John Allen, "Letter from the President of the University of South Florida," 27
August 1962, Box 4, Folder 14: "The Johns Legislative Investigation
Committee, 1962," Papers of Dr. John Allen, 1; St Petersburg Times, 25 and 28
August 1962, Tampa T&w, 25 and 28 August 1962, Orlando Sentinel, 25
August 1962, Tampa Tames, 28 August 1962, all in Scrapbook 1: "Johns
Committee USF, 1962."

Caldwell's departure was well timed. Allen made it clear in his
confidential assessment of the case that Caldwell would not receive
tenure and his reinstatement would only last until the end of the
professor's current contract (about six months later). His reasoning was transparent: the questionable circumstances surrounding
Caldwell's case tainted the university's reputation. Even the Johns
Committee admitted that Caldwell displayed "excellent qualities
related to theatre arts." His abilities as a teacher were not in doubt,
but Caldwell was an easily eliminated reminder of the investigation.34
Music professor R. Wayne Hugoboom was the only professor
to successfully appeal for and keep his job. He was also an early
victim of the Johns Committee, having suffered a heart attack the
night prior to appearing before the committee. Dean Sidney
French and Dr. A.A. Beecher led the internal investigation of the
Hugoboom appellate caseeS5Although some of the specifics were
disputed, all parties agreed on some basic points. After leaving a
position at Manatee Junior College to come to USF, Hugoboom
rented a house in Temple Terrace until his house in Carrollwood
was finished. Gary Crist, a USF student and son of the couple who
owned Hugoboom's rental house, lived there as well.
Hugoboom's wife worked at a bank in Bradenton and did not
move to Tampa until the Carrollwood house was completed in
August of 1961.36
Charges against Hugoboom related to an evening spent with
students Michael Winn and Glenn Tanis. On the day school dismissed for Christmas vacation in 1960, Hugoboom invited Winn
33. Tampa T k s : Campus Edition, 24 September 1962; Tampa Times, 21 September
1962; Scrapbook 1: "Johns Committee USF, 1962." The Tampa Tim: Campus
Edition was the early incarnation of the school newspaper that became The
Oracle in 1966.
34. Allen, "Report Conducted By Allen on Caldwell Casew;Scrapbook 1: Johns
Committee USF, 1962"; Stallworth to Allen, 4 June 1962, 2.
35. John S. Allen, "Second Report from the President of the University of South
Florida to the Special Committee of the Board of Control on the Findings of
the Legislative Investigation Committee in the Spring of 1962," 8 October
1962, Box 4 Folder 14: "Johns Legislative Committee Investigation, 1962," 1,
Papers of Dr. John Allen; Stallworth to Allen, 4 June 1962, 2. Investigators
encountered difficulties from the outset. Besides having to wait for
Hugoboom to get out of the hospital, the four students involved in the case
were no longer USF students. Two of the four students resided out of state
and were difficult to contact.
36. Allen, "Third Report to the Special Committee of the Board of Control."
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over to the rented house. Winn agreed but asked if his friend
Tarris could also come. Hugoboom drove the young men from
the University Center to his home sometime between 7:00 and 7:30
p.m. The three stopped to pick up a bottle of vodka along the way
and drank, talking into the night. Crist returned home and stayed
up with the three for about an hour, but then went to bed around
11:OO p.m., the same time Hugoboom took Winn and Tarris back
to their dorrnit~ries.~~
Winn had been the accuser in the Caldwell, Hugoboom, and
Teske cases. While testifying before the Johns Committee, he
claimed that Hugoboom interacted with him in an "improper
way," suggesting that the professor "was lonely" and his wife was
out of town, so the two decided to get together for some drinks.
Winn told the committee that while the three were drinking,
Hugoboom "started getting too friendly," putting his arm around
them and trying to hold their hands. At one point, the professor
allegedly tried to kiss both students on the neck. After this, they
decided to ask for a ride home.38
The Johns Committee charged that Hugoboom attempted
homosexual advances toward Winn and Tarris, and kissed another
USF student named Melvin Reese on another occasion. Reese's
accusation supposedly came out during Charles Hadley's testimony
before the Johns Committee, although, when contacted by Beecher,
Hadley claimed that "If that [the accusation] is in the report it is
wrong." He referred to Hugoboom as "a second father" and discussed his admiration for the professor, claiming that there was "no
truth" to the accusation of a kiss between Hugoboom and Reese.
Reese did not respond to the inquiries of USF administrator^.^^
Later that year, Beecher contacted Winn about the internal
investigation, explaining that he did not "want any homosexuals
on our faculty, or in our student body." The internal investigation,
then, was meant not only to redeem the university's reputation, it
was also seeking out homosexuals so as to deal with the issue in a
manner consistent with contemporary social practices. After
reminding Winn that they were deciding on "a man's professional
life," Beecher asked if the student thought Hugoboom "was a
homo." Winn responded, "not at first. I guess he was just lone37. Ibid.
38. Ibid.,45.
39. Ibid., 2-3;Stallworth to Allen, 4June 1962,2.

some for his wife." He wavered on whether or not Professor
Hugoboom was gay, claiming, "I kinda think he is." Winn's testimonies embodied the boundaries between homosexual acts and
homosexual tendencies, believing that Teske was gay but not being
certain about Hugoboom's actions. Admitting to hearing rumors
about Hugoboom, Winn believed that the professor deserved "a
second chance" and should not be fired. He and Tarris agreed
that Hugoboom was probably "overly friendly," but they "couldn't
really decide whether or not he was a homo." Tarris claimed that
during the night at Hugoboom's house "nothing happened that
could actually condemn the man." He agreed with Winn that
there was not enough evidence to fire H ~ ~ o b o o m . ~ ~
When contacted by USF officials, Gary Crist was working for a
book company selling Christian children's books. He was unaware
that the three had been drinking that night and saw "no evidence
of any strained or unusual relationships." He praised Hugoboom
as being "very friendly" and claimed to have "always felt at ease in
his presence." Crist never saw anything in Hugoboom's conduct to
cause "the slightest suspicion" of homosexuality. Furthermore,
although he admitted that students occasionally came by the
house with a message for the professor, Crist recalled no other situations similar to the one under investigation. Explaining that he
admired and respected Hugoboom, believing him to be "a person
of great integrity," Crist suggested that Hugoboom's "sincere
friendliness" had been "mistaken for something else." He offered
to t e s q under oath on Hugoboom's behalf."
Hugoboom himself admitted to buying liquor for the students
and having them over to his house. He claimed that he sat with his
arm draped over the back of the sofa and, over the course of the
night, would occasionally tell a joke, "put his hand around the
shoulder of a boy," and pull him "slightly." The professor admitted that some of the jokes he told were about homosexuals, but
argued that nothing sexual happened. He also denied kissing
Melvin Reese or having any "personal interest in homosexuality."
He claimed to never "have had the question of homosexuality
raised with him before."42
40. Allen, "Third Report to the Special Committee of the Board of Control,"15,
16, 19.
41. Ibid., 12-13.
42. Ibid., 10-11.
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Hugoboom also received extraordinarily strong letters of recommendation and support from Professor David L. Wilmot of the
University of Florida, Dean David G. Robinson of Edison Junior
College, President Samuel R. Nee1 Jr. of Manatee Junior College
where Hugoboom had served as chair of the music department
from 1958 to 1960, and President Stewart H. Smith of Marshall
University where Hugoboom had taught from 1951 to 1959.
French and Beecher concluded that the issue was an "isolated
incident," that there was no evidence to "substantiate any homosexual acts or tendencies" on Hugoboom's part. His problem,
according to the investigators, was that "Professor Hugoboom is
known as a very friendly person," most likely "this friendliness
could have been mistaken for homosexual advances." President
Allen agreed that Hugoboom was not gay and recommended that
the professor receive a "presidential reprimand" for serving liquor
to students.43
The Johns Committee had found enough evidence against
four faculty and staff members to mount strong cases for dismissal.
In the cases of Teske and MacKenzie, the men were accused of performing homosexual acts on students. Caldwell and Hugoboom
were indicted by rumor, augmented by the fact that both professors worked in fields traditionally associated with homosexuality:
theater and music. The men accused of actual homosexual acts
were summarily fired; the two accused of possible homosexual tendencies successfully petitioned to retain their jobs.
At the close of the investigation of USF, the Johns Committee
produced 2,500 pages of testimony. Homosexuality was the first
topic in the response report of the Board of Control's Special
Committee, which found that the issue was not a "problem" of
"great magnitude" at the university. The report praised USF as
showing "the beginnings of a great university," but administrators

43. Ibid., 1-3. Hugoboom's case bears striking similarities to George Chauncey's
discussion of an investigation into homosexuals at the Naval Base in Newport,
Rhode Island. Chauncey described the attempts of clergymen to establish a
boundary between homosexual attraction and close, brotherly friendship.
These boundaries "between 'sexual' and 'nonsexual' relations are culturally
determined,"and while Hugoboom's actions could have been perceived as
friendly, the question about hi sexuality indicates that the boundaries
between nonsexual brotherhood and sexual attraction were permeable;
Martin Baum Duberman, Martha Vicinus, and George Chauncey Jr., eds.,
Hidden From Histmy: Rechiming the Guy and h k n Past (NewYork, 1989), 3 1 7.

were encouraged to remain vigilant and take action in response to
future morals charges.44
After the Johns Committee finished its investigation, it p u b
lished "Homosexuality and Citizenship in Florida," a comprehensive pamphlet describing gay culture in the state. Because of the
color and subject matter, it became known colloquially as "The
Purple Pamphlet." The publication contained an essay on "The
Special World of Homosexuality," copies of laws pertaining to "sex
deviance," a glossary of homosexual terms, a bibliography on "sexual deviations," and risque photographs taken from the private collections of homosexuals. According to Tampa Tribune staff writer
Vernon Bradford, the Purple Pamphlet "with its lewd and vulgar
pictures" did not address how law enforcement officials could
"rout the distasteful practice of homosexuality" in Florida. It simply provided 'little more than a one-two-three pictorial and word
explanation of every conceivable form of sexual perversion."
Within months of its publication, the Purple Pamphlet was being
sold nationwide for two dollars. Ironically, the pictures, glossary,
and bibliography made the pamphlet a hot commodity among
homosexuals. Suddenly, the pamphlet became more controversial
than the committee. John Evans, staff director for the Johns
Committee, defended the publication which, while a subject of
some "valid criticism," was also a source for "progressive action to
halt homosexuality." St. Petersburg House of Representatives candidate John Ware replied that the pamphlet's publication by the
Florida government could not be "morally justified," and that the
publicity the writing had received would draw more "undesirable
persons" to the state. While Ware thought strongly that Florida's
children needed protection, he did not believe Florida would benefit from being associated with homo~exuality.~~
Florida's "Statement of Policy on Academic Freedom and
Responsibilities," adopted in December 1962, insisted that univer-

44. Frank M. Buchanan, Gert H.W. Schmidt, and Wayne C. McCall, "Reportof
the Special Committee of the Board of Control,"14 September 1962, Box 4,
Folder 14: 3ohns Legislative Committee Investigation, 1962," 1, 2, 6, Papers
of Dr. John Allen.
45. Florida Legislative Investigation Committee, "Homosexualityand Citizenship
in Florida: A Report of the Florida Legislative Investigation Committee"
(Tallahassee, Fla., 1964), SCUSF; Vernon Bradford, "Purple Passion Book
Causes Uproar," Tampa Tribuw, 22 March 1964,4E; "Homosexual Pamphlets
Sell Nationally for $2," St. Petersburg Times,26 September 1964, 1: 5.
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sity administrators "guard against activities subversive to the
American democratic process and against immoral behavior, such
as sex deviation" as necessary "to assure a wholesome educational
environment." In May 1963, Allen sent a memo reminding faculty members of the guidelines for tenure and termination at USF
established in "Policy Statement Number 45," reiterating that "conduct, professional or personal, involving moral turpitude" was "justifiable cause for disciplinary action." Allen also sent an internal
memo to the deans of the school's various colleges, reminding
them that all personnel files were confidential and any "requests
for these files by government agencies and other accredited investigators should be channeled through the President's office."46
Allen hoped to avoid problems, institutionalizing a protective
measure to keep the university safe from outside committees.
Still, amid the homophobia of the Cold War era, the right to
appeal did not securejobs without tenure or save the accused from
social condemnation. At the national level, investigators maintained that homosexuality among federal employees was a threat
to national security. In Florida, the Johns Committee sought to
root out Communists, atheists, and homosexuals who could exert
a dangerous influence on young people in the classroom.
Homosexuals made particularly attractive targets because the background of the accused counted for very little when confronting
allegations of sexual "deviance," and the lack of public support for
those charged with homosexual acts made their careers and lives
precarious.
46. State of Florida Board of Control, "Statementof Policy on Academic Freedom

and Responsibilities," 7 December 1962, Box 34, Folder 21: "Policy
Statements,"2; memo from the Office of the President of the University of
South Florida, 20 May 1963, Box 34, Folder 16: "Memos, 1963";memo from
the Office of the President of the University of South Florida, 26 July 1963,
Box 34, Folder 16: "Memos, 1963,"all in the Papers of Dr.John Allen.

The Florida Room: Religion & Romance:
A Florida Memoir
by Ron McFarland

w

en I was thirteen years old my parents suddenly became
Methodists. All of my life we had been God-fearing
Presbyterians, and my father sang in the choir and my
mother taught Sunday School. I went to vacation Bible school at
the First Presbyterian Church in Rockledge, Florida, and my first
girlfriend, Sherry, she of the blue-green eyes and honey-blonde
hair, was a Presbyterian. Before that, when we moved to Winter
Park in 1950,we attended Park Lake Presbyterian, and before that,
in Barnesville, Ohio, we worshipped at the massive reddish-sandstone block First Presbyterian Church where I was baptized. Or
was that in the coal-mining town of Neffs, where my mother was living with her parents while my father was in basic training or
Officer Candidate School? OCS, I think. On the occasion of my
christening, I am reputed to have spit up on my father's new forest-green uniform. He must have been a second lieutenant by
then, a shave-tail. I studied The Westminster Catechism and memorized Bible verses; elderly ladies praised me for not squirming during the long sermons and seemingly interminable pastoral prayers.
I even got married for the first time in the Barnesville church, a
Tom Thumb wedding at age five.
How old was I when I memorized that nearly universal song,
certainly as familiar to a Methodist as to a Presbyterian child?
Ron McFarland is professor of English at the University of Idaho, where he teaches courses in literature and creative writing. He thanks his wife Georgia for her
careful reading of this manuscript.

Jesus loves me, this I know,
For the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong,
They are weak, but He is strong.
This followed by the chorus, 'Yes, Jesus loves me." It felt good to
sing that song, the lyrics penned by Anna Bartlett Warner (18201915) in 1859, just before the Civil War would make some folks
question whether Jesus loved much of anyone. Of course we never
learned the more ominous verses about Jesus dying, "my sin," "me"
being "very weak and ill" and about to die. The hymn as we knew
it was simply about love, and about how we kids were particularly
beloved. It would be many years before I learned about "agape"
and "eros."
Perhaps it was that mock wedding that began my tendency to
associate romantic love with religion. The liaison seems likely
enough. God is love, we are told. In retrospect, I am pretty sure I
fell in love with bright-eyed, dark-haired Tina during rehearsals, so
the photograph that appeared in the local paper showed me planting a connubial kiss of near epic proportions for a five year-old.
Many years later, one of my cousins who'd stayed in Ohio and
who'd probably stayed Presbyterian as well, told me Tina became a
slut, dropped out of high school pregnant and unwed. I was not
grateful for the information.
But how is it that my family suddenly went Methodist? "I don't
really remember," my mother tells me over the phone. "I think
maybe it was the minister." My father doesn't remember either.
Maybe I was fourteen, ninth grade.
My parents insisted my brother (two years younger) and I go
to Methodist Youth Fellowship one Sunday evening, maybe after
our first visit. I suspect this was because I was sulking about our
move. Not that I was such a devoted Presbyterian, loyal to my
Calvinist heritage. Later, as a student of 17th-centuryBritish poetry and prose, I dabbled in Calvin's Institutes of the Christian Religion
(1536), a ripping good read, by the way, albeit a tad heavy on the
natural depravity thing. So far as I know, Calvin never got around
to penning a hymn, which renders him less attractive as a human
being, I think, than Martin Luther (1483-1546),who went to the
top of the charts with "Ein' Feste Burg ist Unser Gott," better
known as uA Mighty Fortress is Our God" (written in 1529 and
translated into English in 1853). We Presbyterians sang that one,

too. I enjoyed the militant hymns, those that spoke of battle and
that demanded to be belted out with soldierly gusto: "Onward,
Christian soldiers, marching as to war." "The Battle Hymn of the
Republic" was, of course, my favorite, but for none of the right reasons. I paid no heed to any incongruity between this apparent militarism and the message of love.
So there we were feeling awkward and vulnerable, strangers in
the House of the Lord. Perhaps that's a bit overly dramatic. We
were not meeting in the sanctuary, after all, but in the assembly
hall adjoining the Sunday school rooms, and after a quick opening
prayer, not much of a sacred or spiritual nature transpired. What
did transpire was a vision of pubescent feminine pulchritude,
nubility clad in a soft yellow sweater, short-sleeved, mohair, I guess,
and she was wearing the stylishly tight black skirt of the era. That
era being the mid-1950s, let's say 1956, and I have just turned fourteen. Eisenhower was president ("I Like Ike") and the Cold War
was underway; Tennessee Williams won the Pulitzer for Cat on a
Hot Tin Roof (I'd see the Paul Newman-Elizabeth Taylor movie
when it came out three years later); Rosa Parks refused to sit in the
back of a bus in Montgomery, Alabama, and the next thing you
know, we had trouble Down South.
Wasn't it at church camp somewhere along the line that I
learned the following little ditty?
Young folks, old folks, everybody come,
Join the darkies' Sunday school and have a lot of fun!
There's place to check your chewin' gum and your razors
at the door,
And you'll hear some Bible stories that you never heard
before.
(Repeat verse, ad nauseum)
Somehow we did not think of that song as racist, but don't ask me
why. Were we that naive, or that callous? I suppose we were both.
My family did not move to Florida until I was seven and had gone
through second grade in Ohio, but although I was promptly singled out on the playgrounds as a Yankee, I had no real sense of the
segregated world I'd suddenly found myself living in: separate and
obviously unequal schools, separate entrances to the Greyhound
station and the State theater, 'Whites Only' drinking fountains and
park benches, people of color all over the place, and yet somehow
nowhere at all. Where they were, of course, was working in the

orange groves and cleaning houses. They had "their own" funeral
homes and cemeteries, churches and bars. Where they were was
Niggertown. There exists now a bowdlerized version of the song
substituting such words as "our happy" for "the darkies'" and
"raisins" for "razors," but we were innocent of that revisionist text.
Of course we knew, before the phrase "politically correct" ever
existed, that the appropriate hymn went this way:
Jesus loves the little children,
All the children of the world;
Red and yellow, black and white,
They are equal in His sight,
Jesus loves the little children of the world.
The lyrics are those of Clare Herbert Woolston (18561927),neatly adapted to George F. Root's familiar Civil War tune for "Tramp,
Tramp, Tramp, the Boys are Marching."
But what I saw that Sunday night at Methodist Youth
Fellowship was not politics, or religion for that matter, but love,
love in the form of Myrna Lynn, who smiled and welcomed me
into their midst. Her lips were on fire. Scarlet with religious fervor and lipstick that I imagined smearing all over my face,
although at this point in my life no girl had seen fit to smudge me
so devoutly. At the ages of thirteen and fourteen my lipstick
smears (and lipstick certainly did smear in the Fifties) were limited to those deposited by my mother, grandmother, and aunts. Not
that Myrna Lynn just sashayed up and planted a big Christian
smooch on my lips, or even on my cheek, but certainly I unleashed
my fertile imagination on a carnal pilgrimage. She was nice. Her
voice was soft and sweet, and it was as if she, personally, was so, so
pleased that I had decided to join their group. If she included my
brother Tom in that welcome, I did not notice. I was blissfully
aware only of her long, soft-looking, dark hair, and of her soft
warm hands, green eyes, pretty little nose, bosom (yes, certainly
that)-in short, I was on the verge of a mystic experience, an extasis, a standing apart of my soul from my body.
Well, of course at the time I had no conception of ex-tasis or
religious mysticism. That came years later, after I read John
Donne's "The Extasie" (a.k.a. "The Ecstasy") and Evelyn
Underhill's Mysticism and William James's Varielh of Religious
Experiace. Donne's poem approached most nearly what I suppose
I was feeling at that time:

Our eye-beams twisted, and did thread
Our eyes, upon one double string.
It was something like that. It seemed to me that our souls were suspended in space between us. Were our hands, like those of
Donne's silent, idealized lovers, somehow "intergrafted"? Donne
gets a bit carried away after that. But that doesn't matter. During
the meeting portion of Methodist Youth Fellowship, I gazed soulfully at Myrna Lynn, confident that she was feeling the same unutterable love for me that I felt for her.
Do I not remember singing this beloved Charles Wesley hymn,
written in 1740, and thinking not of the "great Redeemer," but of
Myrna Lynn?

0 for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer's praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumph of His grace!
My eyes would stray to where Myrna Lynn's admirable breasts
swelled with faith and music, and (I wanted to believe, as a
supreme act of faith) with profound love, not for Jesus, but for
me. Not that I wouldn't have been willing to share her with Jesus.
"What a friend we have in Jesus," we bad boys would croon after
church, "Christ Almighty, what a pal!" Joseph M. Scriven is said
to have written the lyrics in 1855 to soothe his sorrowing mother
back in Ireland. The Brits shaped up their own irreverent version
during the First World War beginning, "When this bloody war is
over."
But it did not take more than two or three additional visits to
Methodist Youth Fellowship before I realized that Myrna Lynn's
soft, warm hand was not coated with some sort of "fast balmn;it was
simply the right hand of fellowship, a neutral handshake of
Christian camaraderie or brotherly-sisterly love. No descent to
affections here. I was very disappointed. When another new kid
joined Methodist Youth Fellowship a few Sundays later, Myrna
Lynn deserted me and sipped Kool-Aid with him after the meeting.
Myrna Lynn was little more than a shill for the youth fellowship
concession. She was pimping for Jesus.
Looking back, it seems to me that I went into a spiritual funk
after that, two years or so of aimless wandering in the wilderness
until, the summer before my senior year, I discovered Ann and the

glories of S t Marks Episcopal Church, Anglo-Catholicism, a "high"
church, as I would learn to call it a few years down the ecclesiastical turnpike. My happy days with Ann began not long after
Suzanne, my date for the junior prom, she who introduced me to
the wonders of smeared lipstick (orange, as I recall, or maybe
some shade of coral), dumped me in favor of a guy named Lee
who had his own car (I was still at the mercy of my parents) and
was, like her, a good Southern Baptist. The Southern Baptists had
the biggest and most impressive church in Cocoa, with tall white
columns of the sort one might associate with antebellum plantation houses. About three years later, I would watch the deacons of
the really huge plantation house that was the First Baptist Church
in Tallahassee as they denied entry to what most enlightened
Southern whites called "The Coloreds."
Ann came into my life in the process of one of those phone
calls almost all teenage boys and girls get involved in sooner or
later, almost inevitably: Call Ann, my best friend Teddy insisted,
and find out if she likes me. Reluctantly, I did call Ann, but it
turned out that she liked me. Fortunately, she had a good friend,
Linda, who liked Teddy, so we began double dating and I began to
go to St. Marks, starting with evening prayer and meetings of the
Episcopal Young Churchmen. Here was an entirely different kind
of religious experience for me, something dangerously close to
Roman Catholicism, that suspect congeries of Latin-gibbering,
mackerel-snapping papists that would in just a couple of years,
directed by their priests and nuns, and ultimately by the Pope
Himself, manage to elect one of their kind to the very presidency
of the nation.
But Episcopalians, my parents assured me, were indeed
Protestants. Although they called their ministers priests and
addressed them as "father," they at least spoke English and they
did not believe the wine (and it was real wine, not Welch's grape
drink) and bread was actually, literally transformed in their bodies
to Christ's blood and flesh. Episcopalians hedged their bets, I discovered through a close reading of the Thirty-nine Articles, by way
of what they called "consubstantiation." Ann was tall, at least as tall
as I was which, as a matter of fact, was not very tall after all, and
slender. She had large brown eyes and loved to kiss. I was sixteen,
soon to turn seventeen, and my understanding of what is nowadays
called "human sexuality" had not progressed beyond my Boy Scout
training.

My musically biased ear, honed by the hymns of the Wesleys,
did not respond favorably in general to Episcopalian hymns, which
seemed to drone atonally. Since then I have watched Anglican
services set in striking little centuries-old churches on PBS television, and my prejudices have been confirmed. Mrs. Marple's
strained soprano chimes too perfectly with the congregation's
apparent preference for atonality. One exception was the hymn
written by the poet William Blake around 1808:
And did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England's mountain green?
And was the holy Lamb of God
On England's pleasant pastures seen?
I felt myself being swept up in the currents of "England's green
and pleasant land."
Before long I was leading evening prayer, following the set
liturgy, proud of my new religiosity. There was a certain romance
to it that surpassed the secular. I went along on an Episcopal
Young Churchmen excursion to the Passion Play in Lake Wales,
Father Lindsay muttering "ego, mei, mihi, me" as he listened to
our self-absorbed adolescentjabber. I'd had enough Latin in high
school to recognize it as the beginning of the declension of the
first person personal pronoun, the almighty "I." On the way back
we sang "We Are ClimbingJacob's Ladder" in rounds until we went
hoarse: "Sinner, do you love my Jesus?" Sure enough, there's a
bowdlerized, revisionist version of that verse, too, in which the
pejorative sting of "sinner" is replaced with "children" in the
anonymous old African American spiritual. "If you love Him, why
not serve Him?" I suspect my answer to that question had a lot to
do with the Latin declension alluded to above.
It was my senior year, and I was busy bagging groceries at
Publix, playing trumpet in the band, trying to plan for college.
One night as I was watching the old black-and-white film All Quiet
on the Westerm Front on television, I got a call from Teddy's grandmother: Was this Ronnie? Was it really me? Was I okay? Teddy
had been driving back from Linda's house at the beach, and he'd
lost control of his father's Oldsmobile, the car we'd double dated
in the past several months. He was dead. They were relieved to
hear I hadn't been with him.
My last official connection with St. Marks was to serve as one of
Teddy's pallbearers. As a kid I'd probably gone to one funeral or

another, but this will always be my first. I remember how Teddy's
full name echoed in the sanctuary throughout the service'Edward Albertn-and how Ann supported Linda that day at the
cemetery. Ann and I broke up not long after that, and I stopped
going to church for a while, except for an occasional parentimposed visit to First Methodist. The Methodists were at their best,
it seemed to me, when it came to the hymns. Those Wesley boys
could turn out a tune. When I graduated from high school that
spring, Father Lindsay gave me a handsome Book of C m m Prayer
bound in red leather and ascribing to me the words of 2 Timothy
2: 15: "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."
He knew I aspired to be a teacher.
In my life of almost unceasing apostasies, I found myself dating a Jewish girl whose father ran a clothing store in town. Jane,
her name was, and she was cute, quiet and cute. She must have
accompanied my parents and me on ajunket to the Big Tree somewhere near Orlando, as we have a family photo of the two of us
standing by that venerable cypress. My first flirtation with Judaism
was brief, and of course I had only the vaguest notion of that faith
(my gentile shadow never crossed the threshold of a synagogue),
but I recall one memorable evening at her parents' home on
Cocoa Beach when some of her relatives showed up. It was the first
time I ever saw males (her father and his brother) embrace and
kiss. This, I thought, was because they were Jewish! My aloof
Presbyterian world of handshakes was profoundly shaken.
The men in my family would not take to embracing one another until my brother Tom returned from Vietnam in 1968, and predictably, it was Tom who initiated it. We never did get so far as
kissing. But suddenly, so it seemed, before I could get into the car
to return to Illinois, where I was going to graduate school, and
later, when I was teaching in Idaho, a mere handshake would not
be not enough. A result of the impassioned Sixties? I suppose it
was more than that.
But the advent of my next major theological fling occurred
before the war came to a simmer, sometime during the summer of
1961 after my freshman year in junior college. For some reason I
cannot quite remember how we got together, but I began dating
Tom's girlfriend, Jenny. I do recall that I sort of cleared it with
him: Would it be all right if I asked her out? They were good
friends, but were not romantically "involved," or maybe that's just

the way I want to remember it. Maybe Tom cared for Jenny a lot
more than he let on. There was a date at the beach heavy with
overtones of the movie From Here to Eternity. Jenny was very small,
more than simply petite, maybe four feet ten inches, and I remember sweeping her up in my spindly arms as we splashed through
the waves and carrying her up to the beach. I felt that I was in love,
really in love, for the first time in my life. She was Roman Catholic.
My family has always been tolerant of race, ethnicity, and religion, at least in the classic middle-class sense of the term. In matters of religion, we have been fairly latitudinarian, never remotely
Pentecostal or fundamentalist; in fact, let's face it, we are somewhat inclined toward outright backsliding. Nevertheless, Roman
Catholicism, especially in the early Sixties, when the Mass was rattled off in Latin and the nuns universally wore bizarre habits, was
a frightening prospect. My mother's brother, my Uncle Jim, had
been in love with a beautiful Catholic girl back in Ohio, my mother told us, but Grandma s., who was not a church-goer herself, simply would not have it. Perhaps in that small coal mining town such
a liaison smacked too much of Slavic or Italian ethnicity. Maybe
that is what they objected to more than to the evils of the Seven
Sacraments, Papal Infallibility, and Making a Novena (whatever
that was-my father once made a joke that had to do with going
out to get some plywood).
Catholics were bad because, for one thing, they believed all
Protestants were doomed to Hell, or at best to that questionable
Catholic invention, Purgatory. Catholics were bad because they
believed you didn't have to pray directly to God, but could just
pray to one or another of their many suspect "saints." This was
known as Intercession, and it was a really bad idea for some reason
that was not altogether clear to me. Catholics were bad because
they believed in Confession. Did I want some priest to know every
single thing that Jenny and I did when we were out on a date? Well,
no, I did not. And connected with the Confession business was the
Confession booth and Penance, whereby one might sin at will,
after which a few hastily burbled Ave Marias and Pater Nosters
would be sufficient to cleanse one and prepare one for further sinning. Catholics were bad because they had to do everything the
Pope in Rome told them to do, like vote for President John F.
Kennedy, which is the only reason he got elected. But then I had
turned eighteen in 1960 and had voted for Kennedy, and that was
before I fell in love with Jenny. The Pope had not influenced me

in the slightest. Retrospectively, my vote had a lot to do with adolescent rebellion and a spurt of boyish idealism.
Of course, falling in love with Jenny had nothing to do with
being rebellious. She was a real sweetheart, and my parents
adored her. She was a whiz at math and Spanish, and she was
sweet, and she was doublejointed so that when she played what we
call The McFarland Family Card Game (a.k.a., Crazy Rum), she
would arrange her dozen or so cards in three different tiers of one
of her delicate little hands. So before I knew it, I was going to Mass
on Sundays, and because of those invaluable two of years of high
school Latin ("Gallia est omnis divisa in partes tres," or words to
that effect), I could pretty well translate as I read from the Missal.
If it is accurate to say that I felt somehow "more spiritual" when I
was an Episcopalian than when I was a Presbyterian or a Methodist,
then it is equally accurate to say that I felt more spiritual than ever
when I made the sign of the cross, genuflected, rapped my heart
with my fist as I muttered "mea culpa," and rattled off the Lord's
Prayer in Latin. I began to attend lessons at the Newrnan Center
in Tallahassee (I was a junior at Florida State University by that
time) intended to aim me toward Conversion.
I had some concerns, of course. For one thing,Jenny had confided to me one evening at the drive-in theater on Merritt Island
that she had indeed confessed to Father Paul about how I had gotten "carried away'' the previous weekend when we were watching A
Summer Place. It happened when Troy Donahue and Sandra Dee
were embracing and kissing passionately on their island, and
before I knew it, I'd let my hand glide acrossJenny's small breasts.
She jerked away from me and made the sign of the cross. I felt
chastened, even humiliated. It was not at all the same thing as
crossing the Ann Landers Line of "necking and pettingn; 1 had
done something sinful, something bordering on sacrilege. And
now I discovered my villainy had been exposed to a priest, and
Jenny had been obliged to recite some number of Hail Marys and
Our Fathers to make up for it. She seemed okay with all of that,
but I was stung with remorse. We were, after all, as Jenny reminded me on frequent occasions, "saving it for marriage."
And then some problems came up in the communicants' class
when the priest informed us that if our Catholic wife were in danger of dying while in childbirth, we would be expected to sacrifice
her for the well being of the child. This, to my Protestant mind,
was overly severe, and I remember tossing and turning in bed over

the unlikely prospect. But countering that concern were such
moments as this: feelings of holiness after being blessed on Ash
Wednesday as I walked from the Newman Center bearing the small
black cross on my naive forehead. This particular moment, however, was short lived. "Heah," my very Irish, very Catholic roommate from Boston said, "yez got some soot on yeh ha-head." Then
he rubbed out the hallowed smudge with his thumb, and with that
simple, irreverent gesture Mike dissolved two plus years of myth. I
don't suppose he meant anything by it. He was just being funny.
Mike had been educated in a Jesuit high school, and like many
Jesuit-educated guys I met over the next few years, he was about as
irreligious as a heathen.
Predictably, the only Roman Catholic hymn to make an
impression on me was the "Ave Maria," the "Hail Maly," as per
Franz Schubert (1825):
Ave Maria, gratia plena,
Maria, gratia plena,
Maria, gratia plena,
Ave, ave dominus,
Dominus tecum.
Like so many truly magnificent hymns, the lyrics do no justice to
the music. "Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit
of thy womb,Jesus":
Benedicta tu in mulieribus,
Et benedictus,
Et benedictus fructus ventri
Ventris tui, Jesus.
1found myself falling not into the Cult of Mariolatry, feared by all
good Protestants, but into an odd Cult of Femininity wherein I idealized, if not idolized, the Fair Sex.
Such apostasy will have its consequences, however, and sometime after spring break that year, Jenny suddenly dumped me.
We'd been going together for more than two years, and she wore
my pin. We regarded ourselves as engaged, and we'd talked at
length about having a large family, enough to field a baseball
team, maybe even a football team. I was shocked and crushed. I
felt that I had lost my way in the world. Of course, at the time I saw
myself as utterly faultless in all of this. Only later did I come,
grudgingly, to the realization that I'd taken Jenny for granted, and

that I had not offered her much in the way of affection. Perhaps
my love for her had been displaced by a vague sort of devotion.
The language of religion flows with the language of romance, and
it would do so even if such poets as Dante and Petrarch had never
penned a line. Which is the tributary, and which is the main
stream? Jenny had seen what a bad prospect I was as a husband. I
threw myself into the pit, the abyss; I wallowed in the Dark Night
of the Soul; SaintJohn of the Cross had nothing on me. Or maybe
it was one of those other SaintJohns. Anyway, I was a pretty pathetic soul in the spring of 1963.
The only positive aspect I could think of about my spiritual
demolition went back to one of the great drawbacks of being a
Catholic-something
my father had warned me about.
"Catholics," he reminded me, "are required to go to church evny singk Sunday." Seized as I was in paroxysms of love, I had allowed
myself to forget this dread dictum. In my past life as a
Presbyterian, Methodist, and Episcopalian, I had not permitted
myself even to consider such religious diligence, with the excep
tion of a year of perfect Presbyterian attendance at about age
twelve, when my ardor for the aforementioned blue-greeneyed,
honey-blonde-haired Sheny was at its height. I still have the perfect attendance pin to prove my fifty-two Sundays of devotion. One
of the grand dames of that church sported the one-year pin
enclosed with a gold wreath for the second year and at least a
dozen dangling bars to commemorate her dogged piety.
In fact, when I thought back on it, I recalled that even though
I had been a devoted Boy Scout for a good four years, had gained
the rank of Eagle and attached a bronze palm as well, and had
been a member of the Order of the Arrow, I had fallen short of
one prize I'd thought I might grab: the God and Country Award.
This attractive medal would have looked quite impressive, I
thought, but unfortunately, it required at least one year's perfect
churchly attendance, and by the time I was thirteen, I could tell
that was not going to happen. By the time I was contemplating
becoming a good Catholic, my scouting days were past . . . except,
of course, during that desperate summer of 1963, for scouting out
a new girlfriend.
My brother Tom, then going to junior college back in Cocoa,
came to my rescue. While I had been "saving it for marriage," my
brother had been discovering the joys of a rather pagan carnality.
Here I was, verging on my twenty-first birthday, and my kid broth-

er had more Experience than I. Of course I did not inform him of
this unfortunate circumstance. Could it have been that Jenny
ditched me in a fit of sexual boredom? Perhaps she had discovered a red-blooded Catholic boy who knew which end was up.
Maybe I was supposed to have chalhgvd her litany of reasons why
it was best to "save it for marriage."
Tom was seeing a strange young woman a couple of years older
than I, and therefore maybe five years older than he. She was not
terribly attractive, but she was quite sensual and, Tom said, she
"liked leather" whatever that meant. Best of all, she had a friend.
This was Donna, who was cute and artistic and experienced. Donna,
who was just eighteen, came from Philadelphia, and she'd had a
black man as a lover (she had a snapshot of herself sitting with an
older black man, and I accepted that as proof enough). The main
reason her parents had come to Florida, she said ruefully, was to
break it up between her and Sam. It was especially bad, Donna confided, because her parents were Latter Day Saints. Mormons.
What to say about Donna? For years, I had one of her pen-andink drawings that showed a mother holding and apparently consoling her child, or at least that's what I assumed. I know little
about art technically, but I thought it was pretty good. It was a
piece she'd done for a high school art class, so I guess I should say
it "showed promise." We never wish to look as unsophisticated and
naive as we actually are when speaking of art. My brother and I
double-dated a couple of times, including our first date, which was
to see the 1963 black-and-white version of "Lord of the Flies."
Donna gripped my hand tightly when the boys turned savage and
chased after "Piggy." And did I grip her hand even harder when
the boys chanted the "Kyrie Eleison," driving Jenny back into my
mind? Lord have mercy on us. After the movie, we drove out to
Melbourne Beach and "made out," and at least for a while I was
able to excommunicate Jenny from my memory. I remember
Donna's tight, beige dress, sleeveless, her small, soft shoulders. We
kissed warmly but did not get carried away. We waded in the gentle surf and splashed phosphorescent showers ahead of us while
Tom and Sandy made out more passionately where the dunes
shadowed the beach. Back then we would have said "scrounged,"
what they were doing. This was serious making out.
Donna lived about forty miles south of Cocoa, so it was a long,
lonely drive when I was not double-dating, but typically for me, I
was falling in love again. Infatuation may be the more appropriate

term, but back then I disavowed any such emotion. I was like
Marlene Dietrich, "Falling in love again, never wanted to . . . can't
help it." That was the only summer after graduating from high
school during which I did not take courses until I finished my master's degree. My mind was on vacation, or on a retreat. My heart
was on a romp, or was it a crusade?
We went to a Latter Day Saints' stake center in Orlando for a
day of fasting and testimony. I had no idea what to expect, but in
my naive, Presbyterian way, I figured nothing all that bad could
happen in an hour, and even if the services went somewhat beyond
that, I could handle it. Donna wore a tight white dress with pink
rose print, sleeveless, a soft fabric like rayon, and I sat very close to
her holding hands throughout, our thighs touching. I whispered
to her more than I should have, I guess, and each time it was half
question or comment, half kiss.
What I knew, or thought I knew, about the Mormons. They
were the world's most devoted proselytizers. They sent their young
men out by pairs into the intense Florida sun wearing black suits
and ties and black fedoras. Back in the Sixties, from what I could
tell, the Mormons were not satisfied with dress slacks, white shirt
and tie; the black coat and hat were an essential part of the uniform. Sometimes they rode bicycles, but usually they were on foot.
My mother was as reluctant to come to the door when they
knocked as she had been in Ohio when the gypsies came to ask for
work. 'We have our own church," she would say defensively. She
said the same when the always suspiciousJehovah's Witnesses came
to the door. She did not say we were Methodists because she did
not want to get into a sectarian debate. Mormons did not partake
of tobacco, alcohol, coffee, or tea. My parents partook of all of the
above, and for the past three years, although I had no use for cigarettes, I had indulged myself with the pipe and cigar, either of
which, I believed, made me look both more mature and more
intellectual. I was a serious student: I had read The Analects of
Confucius and dabbled in The Tao in a humanities class. I was theologically full of myself.
Really, I knew very little of the Mormons beyond that. Their
home state was Utah, they had been notoriously polygamous, and
they had developed a theology based on revelations to a prophet
named Joseph Smith sometime back in the 1820s. They had been
persecuted. I'm pretty sure that was it. Soon I was able to add several other pieces to the puzzle. For one thing, the church, meet-

ing house, or temple, whatever it was, was significantly stripped of
such idolatries as stained glass windows and other devotional ornament, and the minister (called a bishop) wore neither cassock nor
vestments. For another thing, this particular meeting seemed to
be an allday affair, or maybe it was just one interminable afternoon. Unlike the good boy I had been at the First Presbyterian
Church of Barnesville, Ohio, I squirmed and whispered and had
many sinful thoughts, some of which involved Donna and many of
which involved my desire to run outside and tamp my pipe full of
Sir Walter Raleigh. The latter impulse was fueled by the testimony
of an elderly woman, surely at least ninety, who piously recited the
following lines:
Tobacco is a filthy weed,
That from the devil does proceed;
It drains your purse, it burns your clothes,
And makes a chimney of your nose.
I felt a deep, inner urge to make a chimney of my nose, but instead
we broke for refreshments. Instead of the customary iced tea, we
had orange juice and Kool-Aid.
Enduring the event, however, led to one great blessing:
Donna's difficult father decided I was not the Anti-Christ, and he
demonstrated his new benevolence toward me by allowing his
daughter to invite me along on a church campout a couple of
weekends later. This meant I would have the opportunity to
demonstrate my piety in a more amenable setting. As an Eagle
Scout, I told myself, my qualities of character were more likely to
surface when out in nature than when indoors. Moreover, I had
never been very successful when it came to girlfriends' fathers, but
mothers were another matter, and this would give me an opportunity to get in good with Donna's mom.
For some reason, though, I was not informed as to what I was
expected to take with me other than my sleeping bag-a tent, for
instance. Accordingly, I found myself curled up near the campfire
both nights while Donna and her little sister joined their parents
in a capacious tent that might well have accommodated me, but
did not. Somewhere along the line that first night Donna came
out and curled up beside me at the campfire and we kissed as I
kept a nervous eye out for her father. Much of the next day, however, Donna spent giggling with a girlfriend in one tent or another, and by evening I found myself falling out of love. I remember

sitting on the dock that evening after dinner moping and sulking,
wishing Donna would emerge from the shadows, beg my forgiveness for having ignored me all day, and throw herself into my lascivious arms. Instead, when she did finally show up, she just
shouted at me with a where-have-you-been and a get-on-over-here.
The next week my brother confessed to me that Donna and his
girlfriend Sandy were "sort of lesbians." I had very little sophistication along such lines back then, and I thought of being "sort of
lesbian" the way one might think of being "sort of pregnant." For
whatever reason, I can recall no distinctively Mormon songs,
although I understand they have composed lyrics out of the Book of
Mormon and that Parley P. Pratt (1807-1857) wrote numerous
hymns. For their public performances the famous Tabernacle
Choir favors more familiar numbers.
After my brief fling with Mormonism, I fell into several fallow
months devoid of both romance and religion. In the fall of 1963,
the Roman Catholic president I'd helped elect was assassinated
and I turned twenty-one. The fervor of the Sixties and the early
years of the next decade turned me into more of a skeptic than I
would have supposed I could ever become. Poetry is what did it to
me. My flirtation with religion turned away from congregations,
sects, and institutions and toward literature. I began to see
Christianity through the poems of John Donne, and of George
Herbert, Henry Vaughan, Richard Crashaw, Thomas Traherne,
and John Milton. And love, romantic love, mingled strangely with
theology in their writing.
In his best-known Satire, the third, John Donne, poet and
preacher, probably the greatest preacher of the seventeenth century, admonishes his listener, apparently something of a late
Renaissance playboy who is not unlike his own younger self, to
"Seek true religion." But when he surveys the options, he seems to
be as confused as I've always been. He reflects on Roman Catholics,
Calvinists, and Anglicans, but at the end he concludes that it is all
but impossible to decide which one is the best, which one is to be
embraced as "our Mistress fair Religion." Nevertheless, he insists,
one must "Be busy to seek her" and one must "doubt wisely." Five
years ago, when my parents moved across the state to Inverness,
they became Presbyterians once again. They had been only temporary Methodists after all. A couple of years ago, I married a poet
who is a baptized and confirmed Presbyterian, but we met through
poetry, not through sermons or Sunday school.

Historic Notes and Documents:
Harriet Ward Foote Hawley: Civil War
Journalist
by Sarah Whitmer Foster and John T. Foster Jr.

B

etween January 2,1863, and February 7,1864, Harriet Ward
Foote Hawley wrote seven newspaper articles about her
experiences in the South during the Civil War-four of
which were written in Florida. For a woman to have done this in
the period was extraordinary. While many women recorded their
experiences during the Civil War, very few did so for newspapers.
Historian James M. Perry described the era's press corps as a group
of "fascinating men." Such a statement is not completely accurate,
however. Historian J. Cutler Andrews identified a few women who
covered the conflict. Among over three hundred Yankees,
Andrews found four-Mary Clemmer Arnes, Jane Grey Swisshelm,
Sarah Jane Lippincott who used the pen name "Grace
Greenwood," and Laura Catherine Redden who used the name
"Howard Glyndon." Surprisingly, Andrews found three women
writing for Southern newspapers-an E.L. McE. who wrote for the
Knoxville (Tmn.) Daily Register, a person with the pen name of
"Virginia" who wrote for the Mobile (Ala.) Daily Advertiser and
Register, and a "Joan" writing for the Charleston (S.C.)Daily Courier.
The literature about journalists, therefore, suggests that while
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women were reporting, anything published by a woman in Florida
during the Civil War must be regarded as remarkable.'
In the fall of 1863, Harriet Ward Foote Hawley left Florida.
Yet, after she returned to the Carolinas and then to the North, the
state remained on her mind. Her husband,Joseph R. Hawley, was
a senior Federal officer at the Battle of Olustee. This essay
includes large portions of Harriet Hawley's articles, part of her coverage of the state before and after the battle, and some of Hawley's
activities in Union hospitals that won her acclaim during her own
lifetime. The style of the articles foreshadows those written about
Florida by Harriet Beecher Stowe, Hawley's famous cousin.
Interestingly, however, a biography and chapters about her life in
four different works never mention her journalistic contribution^.^
As Federal troops began occupying coastal areas of Florida,
places such as Fernandina and St. Augustine, a refugee problem
emerged. While African Americans could be free by going to
Federal fortifications, their flight to freedom also meant that they
brought little food or clothing. A similar situation had occurred
earlier on the South Carolina's Sea Islands forcing the army to
seek outside help. When the army called on civilians to supply and
distribute food and clothing, and for teachers to assist African
Americans clamoring for a basic education, abolitionists formed
freedmen's aid societies. These private organizations recruited
1.

2.
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Of this group of women, Jane Grey Swisshelm is also remembered as a
courageous proponent of women's rights. It is interesting that "Virginia"
wrote, "You may, perhaps, think a woman is not competent to grasp the issues
now presented to our people. I admit it; the same time I think a woman
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teachers, collected and shipped donated clothing, and raised monetary contributions. To report their activities, a number of aid
societies published periodicals-most
notably the National
Freedmen and the Amem'canFreedmen, both of which published letters
from teachers in the South, including Florida. Perhaps the most
frequent correspondent was Chloe Merrick, later the wife of
Florida Governor Harrison Reed. While traditional Southern
women in Florida had few opportunities to publish their experiences, Yankee women in the state were not as limited and their letters have been cited by a number of scholars-most notablyJerrell
Shoher and Joe Richard~on.~
On June 25, 1831, Harriet Ward Foote was born in Guilford,
Connecticut, into a prominent family. Her father, George
Augustus Foote, was the tenth child and the youngest brother of
Roxana Foote. More than three decades before Hawley's birth,
Roxana had married Lyman Beecher, a nationally recognized clergyman. Among their children were Harriet and Henry Ward. For
the daughter, the path to fame came through the publication of
Uncle Tom S Cabin in 1852. Her brother's career soared earlier after
becoming a pastor in Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1847.4
Harriet Ward Foote's father, George Augustus Foote, had not
married until he was forty, and when he did so chose a much
younger woman, Elizabeth Spencer. Being the eldest of ten children, Harriet had endless responsibilities-a situation compounded by her mother's difficulties in managing a household.
Regardless, Harriet received a grammar school education along
with her brothers to which was added lessons in French. The Footes
believed in education for all their children. Her father held a series
of local public offices and eventually served five terms in the state
legislature as a member of the Whig Party. This fueled Harriet's
"keen" interest, as one newspaper put it, in political affairs. As her
political interests grew, she became a "radical ab~litionist."~
3.

Sarah W. Foster and John T. Foster Jr., "ChloeMerrick Reed: Freedom's First
Lady,"Florida Historiurl Quarterly 71 (January1993):31824;Jerrell H. Shoher,
Nor is It Ouer Yet: Fhida in the Era of Recmhuction, 1863-1877 (Gainesville, Fla.,
1974); Joe M. Richardson, hristian Reconstruction: The A-can
Missionary
Association and S o u t h Blacks, 1861-1877 (Athens, Ga., 1986).
Abrarn E. Foote, Foote Family (Rutland,Vt., 1907), 93;Joan D. Hedrick, Harriet
Beecher Stowe: A Life(NewYork, 1994).
Huntington, Harriet Ward Foote Hawley, 5; Hartfwd Courant, 4 March, 1886;
Edward J. Foote, "A Woman in the War," 1, unpublished manuscript, Harriet
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In the early 1850s, Harriet met her future husband, Joseph
Roswell Hawley. After their first meeting, he wrote:
She is a woman of very superior intellectual and moral
endowments-very I say, and I emphasize the word. [She]
is without the advantages of a steady course of thorough
education, yet by study at home, by reading and by mingling with the best society she has a well-cultivated mind
. . . . A girl who can go through the ordinary text books
on algebra and geometry, read French steadily for
months, and acquire something of a smattering of Latin
and Greek at home, and at the same time discharging
most admirably all the duties naturally devolving upon the
eldest child in a family of ten children shows no ordinary
power of will. She is the very impersonation of t ~ t h . ~
Joseph Hawley had strengths of his own. Born in North
Carolina in 1826,Joseph moved with his family to New York and
then to Hartford, Connecticut, when he was quite young. He graduated from Hamilton College in Clinton, N.Y., and was then admitted to the Connecticut bar in 1850. Soon afterwards, he became a
partner in John Hooker's law practice, socially connecting him to
the Beechers when John Hooker married Isabella, Harriet
Beecher Stowe's sister. When Hawley married Harriet Foote on
December 25, 1855, he found himself connected to the family yet
again.'
The actual practice of law held, as one biographer put it, "no
charms for Mr. Hawley" so he "gravitated to journalism." In 1852,
he became editor of an abolitionist newspaper, the Charter Oak, a
publication recast in 1856 as the Hartfwd Evening Pressthe
Republican Party's "organ and advocate." Given the Hawleys' commitment to social reform, it is not surprising that the newspaper
condemned the "practice of slavery as a sin in the forum of any
clean conscience, and its continuance a shame to the United

state^."^
The couple settled at Nook Farm convenient to the intellectual and activist communties of Hartford-the town to which Harriet
6.
7.
8.

Foote, "AWoman in the War," 3.
Idem, Foote Family, 203.
National Cyclopaedia of Biography, 63 vols. (New York, 1893), 1 : 457; Hartfwd
Courant, 1 February 1868.

Joseph R. Hawley. Courtesy of the Florida Photographic CoIlection, Tallahassee.

Beecher Stowe and family would come, followed by Samuel L.
Clemens and his young wife. Hartford was also a wealthy city.
Some claimed that for its size in the mid-nineteenth century, it was
the "richestin America." A good deal of its prosperity came from
industries that made specialized products. As one writer observed,

"on the south side of town stood the enormous Colt's Armory
where, under a blue onion dome, workers assembled revolvers and
Gatling guns." An article in the Evening Press of October 23, 1863,
lauded the effectiveness of Spencer repeating rifles: "We are greatly impressed with its merits, and . . . we indulged in the prediction
that it would prove of rare and matchless value as a military
weapon. Its immense range, its unsurpassed accuracy, and above
all its unprecedented rapidity in firing, were elements of superiority which we felt convinced would give it a leading place among
infantry and cavalry weapons." Within months, Connecticut
troops fighting in the South would have Spencer rifles, including
the 7th Connecticut Infantry at the 1864 battle of O l ~ s t e e . ~
When the Civil War began,Joseph Hawley was, as a biographer
wrote, "among the first to enter the service of the Union in
response to President Lincoln's call for 75,000 men for a campaign
of three months." Although he had no military experience,
Hawley was elected captain and. a short time later, appointed lieutenant colonel of the 7th Connecticut Volunteers. This placed
Hawley among the political officers common among Northern
troops, but he proved his merit on the battlefield as well. Fighting
in thirteen engagements, he was cited for bravery at the first Battle
of Bull Run and later at ~ l u s t e e . ' ~
In the fall of 1861, Hawley and his unit were dispatched to the
Carolina Sea Islands. When his fellow officers invited their wives
to come south, he sought Harriet's presence. She wished to join
him, but her health was too unstable. Early in 1862, she wrote, "I
must work, and work steadily and hard, I can't live without it, but
I should like to feel that I was doing some real good to somebody.
If I were sure of my health I would 'compass Heaven and Earth' to
get some situation as nurse somewhere for the poor fellows who
are spending their lives for us. It makes me sick to think that I can
do nothing; to think how we are going quietly on here at home
when our best and bravest are sufferingand dying."ll
The nature of Harriet Ward Foote Hawley's illnesses remains
only partially known. During ill health in 1862, she resided with
Isabella and John Hooker, giving her many opportunities to hear
Pete C . Baldwin, Domesticating the Street (Columbus, Ohio, 1999), 34; Ha+d
Evening k s , 23 October 1863.
10. f i t h a y of American Biography, 20 vols. (New York, 1931) 8: 421.
11. Huntington, Harriet Ward Foote Hawky, 12.
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and see Harriet Beecher Stowe, since the author was building a
house in Nook Farm, using a contractor recommended by the
Hookers.
In November 1862, Harriet Hawley left Hartford for the Sea
Islands. For those unaware, Harriet reminded them with an article in her family's newspaper on January 14, 1863, signed with all
of her initials, H.W.F.H.
Correspondence of the Press.
New Year's Day at Beaufort, S.C., Jan. 2, 1863
If you at the North had half as happy a New Year's Day as
we you enjoyed it a great deal. I dare say many of you
remembered that it was 'Emancipation Day-but we saw
and felt it with every breath we drew.
It would have taken a heavy storm indeed to have kept
us from accepting this invitation-but no morning ever
rose more magnificently beautiful-cloudlessly clear, air
cool and bracing, yet not so cool but that a delicate
woman might remain out of doors the whole day. It
seemed early when we started for the camp of the Black
Regiment [First South Carolina Volunteers.]
Arriving at the landing, the regiment was drawn in to
receive us, and we were most kindly greeted by Col.
[Thomas Wentworth] Higginson. The scene here was
most beautiful. The grand live oaks standing out clear
against the blue Southern sky-in the foreground the
black soldiers in their bright red trousers, and nearer the
water groups of Negroes of all ages, all styles of costume.
The principal guests and the ladies being seated, prayer
was offered by the Chaplain of the regiment, and then the
President's Proclamation was read by Dr. Brisbane, a man
who, as Col. Higginson said, in his early manhood had
given freedom to his own slaves, it seemed fitting should
now in his maturer years, be permitted to read the tidings
of freedom to others. A beautiful stand of colors was then
presented to the regiment by Rev. Mr. French and as Col.
Higginson received the unfurled banner in his hand, and
turned to reply, a single quavering voice, evidently that of
an aged Negro, burst out into song "America," "My
Country 'tis of thee, Sweet land of Liberty," &c. Instantly

other voices among them joined in-the audience on the
platform, much moved, would have joined also, but, waving his hand and saying, "Leave them to themselves," Col.
Higginson silenced us, and the song went on, swelling
louder and fuller till the whole regiment had joined and
all the great crowd also. Team filled many eyes around
me-for
myself, I could hardly check the sobs, as I
thought-'for the first time-now-they
have a Country-it is to them now a "land of Liberty."
H.W.F.H. went on to add another column of detail and ended
her description: "I shall not need the sprig of the live oak which I
broke from one of the trees which overshadowed the platform, to
make me remember that day. It would not be easy for me to forget it. I thank God I saw it as I did."'*
The 7th Connecticut would spend much of 1863 on garrison
duty, first in Fernandina and then in St. Augustine. Harriet shared
her experiences with readers in Hartford in late winter and in
June:
"Life at Fernandina."
Dear Press: When you sit down to write at 9 o'clock in the
morning, beside an open window, with a bunch of English
violets and geraniums and 'other spring flowers' beside
you, which you picked out in your yard half an hour
before, what is the particular use of dating your letter
February 19th? Of course you mean it's the last of May or
June, especially when you reflect upon the radishes you
had for breakfast, and order the "summer cabbages" to be
cooked for diner. Really, there ought to be some new
nomenclature for the months down here-its absurd to
talk of January and February and 'such things,' for there is
none in reality. It is five weeks now since we came to
Fernandina, and it seems quite like home already, forlorn
as it looked at first. It is a barren, sandy place; indeed I am
told that there is not and never has been a single plantation on the whole island, though the light sandy soil is certainly well adapted to gardening. The town looks like a
second rate New England factory village, minus the factories, which had 'failed' and almost deserted. There are
12. Harlfmd Evening Ress, 14January 1863.

few trees of any size, nothing better than "chaparral" to be
seen anywhere, and I miss the glorious old "live oaks" of
Beaufort.13
After describing the settlements at Fernandina, Harriet continued:
We have a railroad, we have an earth work, and a "light
battery," we have a fort, Fort Clinch, and a heavy battery, I
believe, and a gunboat, the "Mohawk," lies just off the
shore to help protect us, and we have concerts, as you will
see by the elegantly got up program which I enclose, of
one which came off Tuesday evening.14 It was really excellent, and made us all laugh heartily. The officers are talking about getting up a ball to celebrate Washington's
birthday; and, indeed, which with our napkins and soup
plates, our French coffee pot and our carpet in the parlor,
we women are sometimes likely to forget that we may be
ordered off any day, and to think and to feel as if we were
at home. But we have a good time, I assure you. The walls
of Senator [David Levy] Yulee's mansion echo with a
healthy frequency to the laughter of Yankee women; and
though we have but few ladies here, yet they are sensible
and agreeable, and with the officers of the gunboat and
our own, we have plenty of very pleasant society. For
myself, with my housekeeping cares and my visits to the
hospital, my time is more than occupied.15
And about medical facilities in Fernandina, she wrote:

Last week we were visited by Mrs. General Lander, "superintendent of nurses in the southern departrnent."16 Her
visit was of course, official, but she found time to make
herself very interesting and agreeable. She praised our
15. Ibid., 6 March 1863.
14. The Mohawk was a 169foot, steam-powered gunboat launched on 11 June
1853. It was purchased by the navy in 1859 and sent to Samuel F. DuPont's
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron in 1862; Dictimul~of Anterican Naval
Fighting Ships, 8 vols. (Washington,D.C., 1969), 4: 408.
15. Hartford Evening h a s , 6 March 1863.
16. Jean Davenport Lander, wife of General Frederick West Lander; Ezra J.
Warner, Gmmals in Blve (Baton Rouge, La., 1964), 275.

hospital, as she well might, since it is in the best house in
town, and the pleasantest situation, and the hospital nurses and steward are most excellent and faithful. I must
here thank the kind ladies of Hartford for their boxes of
stores which they had sent the 7th C.V. [Connecticut
Volunteers] a short time ago. Mr. Woodruff the steward
tells me they were by far the nicest things that have ever
been sent them. I wish the ladies could see how comfortable the sick boys look in their carpet shoes and their new
dressing gowns. They would feel repaid for their trouble,
I am sure. Heaven bless the "Soldier's Aid ~ o c i e t i e s . " ~ ~
She then ended her article: "The regiment was inspected last
week, by Lt. Col.
Green, and I fancy it must have appeared well, as no fault was
found, which, from a 'regular' inspecting a 'volunteer' regiment,
is equal to a good deal of praise for any one else."18
In early April 1863, Harriet Hawley described events in
Jacksonville. "Do you know all about Jacksonville? How it was
taken by the federal forces a year ago, more or less, and all the
good Union people in it (of whom there were really a good many)
were encouraged to come out and declare themselves, and hold an
enthusiastic Union meeting, whereupon the town was immediately evacuated by our forces, and the Unionists were forced to leave
at ten minutes notice. Of course the rebels then came straight
back and burned most of the town." In disbelief, she went on to
report that history had repeated itself. Federal forces had
returned, and residents of the town "declared themselves
Unionists and took the oath. And then came the order to evacuate the town again."lg
Feeling that the situation was "especially cruel," she retold
much of the story two weeks later. Responding to the needs of
over a hundred refugees, Hawley and teachers from the National
Freedmen's Aid Society, including Florida's future First Lady
Chloe Merrick, organized a sewing group. As Hawley put it, we
meet "every Wednesday. We raised a little money among our-

17. James H. Woodruff was from Southerington,Conn.; Stephan Walkley, Histmy
of the Seventh Gnanecticut VolunteerInfanby (Hartford, Conn., 1905), iii.
18. Hartfmd Evening Fhm, 6 March 1863.
19. Ibid., 16 and 28 April 1863.

selves, with which to buy our materials, and the women and girls
are making them up, to give to those who are most destitute."*O As
the group worked, several women broke the monotony with public readings, and the rest joined in spontaneous singing.
A few months later, Joseph Hawley's unit moved, and Harriet
was, of course, with them. She described the new location--St.
Augustine-for the residents of Hartford.
The time drifts slowly by, with little to mark it. The men
are putting up their barracks nicely, and doing what they
can to make themselves comfortable generally, and keep
up their health during the hot season. Both men and officers occasionally fish a little, by way of adding to their fare.
I speak advisedly when I say "fish a little," since you can't
afford to fish very much when you catch bass that weigh
over thirty pounds and are between four and five feet
long. Clams and crabs, too, are plenty, and curlews are
sometimes shot, but vegetables are scarce and dear.
The amusements of the place are not very numerous
or various. You can take a horseback ride of about six
miles, if you will use skill and judgment in turning the requisite times, but in that ride, you will see every inch of
ground within our lines. You can walk on the beautiful
(but narrow) sea wall, and occasionally vary that, as our
officers do, by turning their heads to look after the pretty
girls they pass, and so walking off and "barking" their
noses or their shins, as the case may be. And there are two
bright red buggies in the place, so that you can drive out
occasionally, as I do. I find these rides rather exciting, for
as my horse will "shy," in spite of all I can say to him, I am
continually expecting to find myself, horse and red buggy,
in somebody's front parlor, with an enraged Minorcan
swearing at me in Spanish, and making me pay an enormous sum for breaking his windows. I am practicing the
strictest economy in view of that event, and also beginning
to study Spanish. Of course you will frequently visit the
fort, for it is really a very beautiful one. It is built of the
native "coquina" stone-a most curious natural concrete
of shells and lime-which you will at first find it very hard
20. Ibid.
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Chloe Merrick, contemporary to Harriet Ward Foote Hawley. Courtesy of the St.
Augustine Hblorical Society, St. Augustine, Ha.

to believe was not manufactured for the purpose. (I am in
hopes some time to see the quarries where it is dug, by way
of increasing my own faith on the subject.) The fort is in
fine order now, and you can hardly spend an afternoon
more pleasantly than in the delicious sea breeze on the
ramparts-especially if you were born by the sea, and so
never tire of watching the waves and the beautiful white
gulls; of looking for sharks' black fins in the water, and
watching the great clumsy pelicans as they fly slowly over
the water, search for their prey. As you walk home on the
sea wall, you may chance to see one of those exquisitely
beautiful little creatures called by the sailors as "the
Portuguese man-o-war," and which I cannot describe further than to say that it seems to be a compound of the Iris,
the rainbow and the nautilus, with Bernice's Hair attached
to it. But I forgot to say that you must see the remains of
the old "treasure chestn before you leave the post, for in
that chest, of solid mahogany, was brought from Spain,
the money to pay for building the fort. Yet it seems not to
have contained a sufficient amount, for both Indians and
Negroes were forced to work, as slaves, on the fortress
before it was finished.
The Spaniards had a right to be rather proud of their
fortress, for it is even now said to be a good specimen of
military architecture. The walls are twenty-one feet high,
terminating in four bastioned angles at the several corners, each of which is surmounted by corresponding towers, and the whole is enclosed by a wide and deep ditch
with perpendiculars of solid mason work.*'
The article also revealed her compassion: "Another one of the
boys has gone home-forever-John
Hull of Company B. A good
and faithful soldier, he was wonderfully patient and cheerful
through his long and very painful illness. Death was a happy
release to him at last, and he sleeps well though his grave in the soldiers burying ground is far from home in quiet Farmington. The
regiment is in excellent health and spirits, though some of who it
may be feared will not soon, if ever, recover."22
21. Hartfwd Evening Press, 24 June 1863.

22. John Hull, Private, and resident of Farmington, Connecticut, died on 2 June
1863; Walkley, History of the h e n t h Connecticut VolunteerInfantry, xv.

In July 1863, part of the 7th Connecticut was sent to South
Carolina to participate in an attack on Fort Wagner. By August,
the remainder of the regiment was holding musical shows in St.
Augustine to collect funds. The Hartfwd Evening Press reported,
"The proceeds were given for the benefit of their comrades
wounded in the first assault. The 'artists' were: H. Lardner, first
violin; 0. W. Cornish, guitarist; W. Clark, second violin; H.
Longden, balladist, W. Wheelock, banjoist: H. Taylor, bones, J. H.
Bario, basso."l18 In the fall, the 7th Connecticut reunited, and
Harriet Hawley returned to the Sea Islands.
Letters from Harriet Hawley exist from her stay in Florida as
well. The early ones document a concern for making a home as
well as other concerns. On January 14,1863, Harriet wrote two of
her siblings from Fernandina: "I shall buy a little crockery, hire a
good cook, and, by the aid of Joe's excellent servant Hanis, I propose to set up housekeeping and have a very good time." A few
sentences later she added, "But isn't it stranger than any poet's
dream that now, in the midst of this war, I should have a little quite
time, keeping house down here, in Florida, where I always wanted
to go, with my husband! I can hardly realize it. But I wish you were
all here, especially Mother, to enjoy this delicious climate."23
Later in the war, she turned to being a nurse, and running a
household disappeared as a topic. Her interaction with patients
and their needs filled many letters. She wrote Isabella Hooker in
May 1864: "I know no words to describe the amount and intensity
of the suffering I see around me at every moment. As I wrote that,
I stopped to look at the peaceful face of a poor fellow who has just
died, eight feet from my chair. One leg had been amputated
above the knee, ten days ago-and he had suffered terribly and
was much wasted. Thank God, at least this poor body can suffer no
more. Pray for us, you good Christians at the North. You do not
dream of what these men undergo." At times, she went to the hos
pita1 against her husband's instructions or as she put it "against
Joe's express [ed] orders."24
23. Ibid., 25 August 1863. The men in the musical performance were drawn from
companies A, B, C, H, and F. They were Sergeant Oscar W. Cornish,
CorporalsJohn H. Barrio and Henry H. Taylor, and Privates Walter F. Clark,
Henry H. Longdon, William H. Wheelock and Henry F. Lardner; Walkley,
Hkt0r)l of the Seventh Connecticut, xxxvi, xviii, I, xiii, xxi, liv, viii.
24. Harriet Foote Hawley to George A. Foote and Eliza Spencer Foote, 14January
1863, in Foote, "A Woman in the War," 46.
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On February 5, 1864, Harriet watched here husband and his
unit depart Hiltom Head again for Florida. They were, according
to her, in "good spirits, as usual, though many regiments were very
small, owing to the fact that the veterans, with many of the officers,
are taking their thirty days furlough." As the force headed to
Jacksonville and then on to Olustee, Harriet noted that some 330
men, with 13 officers, were missing from the 7th Connecticut
alone. The situation made a "very perceptible difference in its
effectivene~s."~~
The observation was prophetic since it appeared
in the Evening Press before the Battle of Olustee.
While her statement may have prepared citizens for bad news
from Florida, much of the remainder of the coverage did not
reflect the gravity of the situation. On the day of the battle, the
20th of February, the Harifmd Evening Prcss ran a story about St.
Augustine with idyllic sections: "Climate here is genial and beautiful. Since we have been here the thermometer has ranged
between 65 and 80 degrees, which is the usual temperature for
winter." Then the author added, "We have evidence here continually that the Confederacy is crumbling to pieces. Deserters are
coming in almost daily. Today eight deserters came in, and were
brought to the Provost Marshal, who administered the oath of allegiance to them. They are stout, able bodied men, but their clothing bears testimony to the terrible destitution of rebel
soldiers-there is not one decent or comfortable garment among
the eight men." Six days later, the Hartfmd Evening Press reported
that the Florida expedition was finding success and that the northeastern corner of the state had been "virtually abandoned" by the
C~nfederacy.~~
Accurate coverage of battle began appearing in the Evening
Press on February 27 and continued as a topic into May. The first
reports of the Federal defeat at Olustee were transmitted via telegraph and the printed in the New YOrk Tims. Two days later, the
Hartford newspaper reprinted a letter sent to the A o v i h c e Jouurl
by an artillery officer. It also carried a report that the Federal commander at Olustee was in custody: "General [Truman] Seymour,
who commanded the expedition has been placed under arrest by
25. Harriet Foote Hawley to Isabella Hooker, 31 May 1864, in Foote, "A Woman
in the War," 114; Harriet Foote Hawley to Kate Foote, 22 March 1865, in
Foote, "A Woman in the War," 137.
26. Ha~fwd
Evening Press, 17 February 1864.

order of General [Qunicy Adams] Gillmore. General Seymour is
severely censured for not throwing out scouts and skirmishers as
our troops advanced. As it was, our troops were led into a trap.
Hamilton's artillery led the van and suffered severely. The reb
sharpshooters picked off their horses, and the guns had to be
abandoned."*'
Coverage continued on March 1, 2, 8, and 9, and ended with
the official reports of Joseph R. Hawley on April 29 and another
officer's on May 2,1864. Perhaps the best summary appeared on
the fourth anniversary of the battle when Hawley wrote a brief article for the Hartfmd Courant.
Four years ago this morning it was very pleasant weather at
Barber's plantation about thirty-five miles west of
Jacksonville, Florida, and less than 5,000 soldiers of all
arms started upon a wild march straight westward to Lake
City and the Suwannee River. There were eight infantry
regiments, one infantry regiment mounted, a small battalion of cavalry, and three batteries comprising sixteen guns
all under the command of Brigadier Truman Seymour.
The histories are strangely at fault concerning this ill-fated
expedition. Not one of the officers called into council on
the previous evening approved the advance. The perils
were foreseen. The formation on the march was excellent, until within an hour of the fight, when there was a
general halt intended to be for the night, but a few stray
shots on the picket line led to sending out the advance to
see what was there, and the main body followed slowly and
almost without orders. The advance struck the enemy and
reported, if report was necessary in the quiet pinewoods
where every shot multiplied into long sounding echoes.
The brave and impetuous Seymour then dashed his regiments and brigades into action as fast as they arrived, without waiting for a compact order of battle and its
scientifically delivered
Histories of the battle do suggest that Alfred Colquitt, one of
the two southern generals present, went forward with his brigade
27. Ibid., 20 February 1864.
28. Ibid., 29 February 1864. Hamilton's Artillery was Captain John Hamilton's
Battery E, 3rd U.S. Artillery.

of veterans. When he called for reinforcements, Joseph Finegan
responded by sending most of the reserves. This placed almost the
entire southern army on the battlefield while Seymour committed
his units piecemeal. By doing this, the Federal officer permitted
his opponents to achieve numerical superiority. Hawley went on
to conclude, "The battle with its terrible sacrifices was useless, save
that the rebel losses of a few hundred counted a little toward that
costly wearing away that finally brought the rebellion to its knees.
The whole expedition was a b l ~ n d e r . " ~ ~
The 7th Connecticutwas one of the first Federal infantry units to
arrive at Olustee and did not leave until late in the afternoon. It must
be mentioned, too, that in deploying the regiment, Joseph Hawley
issued a wrong order. Realizing the error, he rapidly corrected it.
Short on veterans and long on new recruits, the '7th Connecticut and
the '7th New Hampshire fell into confusion. At least one company
responded as ordered and, with Spencer rifles, had the firepower of
a regiment. Watching in Confederate lines, George G. Grattan,
Colquitt's aide de camp, recalled: 'Being armed with long range
Spencer rifles, their fire was very effective, and threw some of our
troops into confusion." All of the senior officers in the Georgia 64th
were killed or wounded. As a consequence, Grattan continued "that
regiment being left without a field officer, and having never before
been in action, became somewhat b r ~ k e n . " ~
None of this changed the overall pattern of Federal deployment. Hawley's 7th, and the 7th New Hampshire which followed
it into combat, were facing much of Colquitt's brigade. Veteran
regiments, the Georgia 6th and the 28th, which had served at
South Mountain and Antietam, formed a line on both sides of the
Georgia 64th. The Southerners placed more troops on the battlefield first, an advantage they never lost.31
The battle left behind an ugly situation that came to the attention of Harriet Hawley. One Federal soldier, John Rowley, had
had a bitter conflict with another man in his unit. He used combat at Olustee as an opportunity to murder Jerome Dupoy by
shooting him in the head. Unluckily for Rowley, his actions were
29. Hartfwd Courant, 20 February 1868.
30. Charles 0.
Jones, Historical Sketch of the Chatham Artillery (Albany, N.Y.,-1867),
181; Hadfwd Courant, 20 February 1868.
31. Henry F. W . Little, The k a t h Regiment New Hampshire Voluntetrsers(Concord,
N.H., 1896), 221. Grattan's account is in Jones, Historical Sketch ofthe Chatham
Artillery, 180.

rumored in the 7th Connecticut, and he was, as one article put,
"arrested, charged, and put in the guardhouse." Harriet remembered Rowley as a student in a small school where she had briefly
taught in the Sea Islands. Learning of his imprisonment and conviction, she sent a small package to the felon. It contained a Bible
and the assurance that she would remember him in "her daily
thoughts and prayers." Given that the man eventually confessed,
it is possible that these efforts offered him some comfort. In any
case, he was executed for his crime.s2
Early in 1864, it was clear to the Hawleys that the 7th
Connecticut again would be assigned to active combat. Rather
than returning to Hartford, Harriet applied for a nursing position
under Dorothea Dix. She was given charge of Ward A in the
Armory Square Hospital in Washington, D.C. A newspaper reported, "Mrs. Hawley reached this hospital the morning after the
wounded began to arrive from the battles of the Wilderness. Her
ward was one of the largest, containing at one time 97 patients,
and to add to its horror there was no separate operating room. In
one day during that terrible April forty-eight patients died."33
Rather than fleeing from this nightmare, Harriet continued
from April until September 1864. She recuperated for several
months and resumed her duties in November, working through the
winter. The strength to do this, in part, may have come from her
stay in Florida. Not unlike her cousin Charles Beecher, who some
thought came to Florida preparing to die, both left the state in
much better health than when they arrived. In late winter, Joseph
Hawley was given military control over Wilmington, N.C. When his
wife joined him, it proved to be no blessing. Perhaps as many as
nine thousand former prisoners of war fiom Andersonville ended
up in the city. Carrying a host of illnesses, these men overwhelmed
the medical staff?infecting them as well. As the Hartfwd Courant
explained, "The chief of the medical staff died; of five professional
nurses from the north, three sickened and two died." Harriet
Hawley continued her duties under horrific conditions."
32. Ibid.
33. Doris E. Cook, "ChaplainJacob Eaton and Mrs.Hawley:A Civil War Episode,"
unpublished manuscript, Special Collections, Connecticut State Historical
Society, Hartford.
34. Ha7tfwd Courant, 4 March, 1886. Armory Square Hospital was of the major
military hospitals in Washington, D.C. It is perhaps best remembered as a
place where Walt Whitman wrote letters and comforted the wounded.

Throughout her medical career, it is clear that Harriet Hawley
paid considerable attention to the dying-having the compassion
of a hospice worker. A letter of January 1865 reads:
My boy, who has the lock jaw, is slowly dying; perfectly
resigned and happy. I had a good little talk with him just
now; it is a comfort to talk with anyone who seems to stand
and look as it were into the other world so calmly and h a p
pily.
Captain Nichols, of one of our Connecticut regiments, is dying in the next ward. I have just been to say a
few comforting words to his poor aunt, who reached him
this morning. She brought him up and has been more
than a mother to him. One of my men died last night very
suddenly, indeed. The doctor was as much surprised by it
as I. Such things are exceedingly painful, for they leave
with a mingled grief and remorse and self reproach, that I
have not done more for the poor fellow-had not realized
how sick he was.35
Harriet Hawley went on to struggle with her own health as
First Lady of Connecticut and the wife of a well-known political figure. Joseph Hawley, besides eventually serving as governor, also
held a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives and then in the
U.S. Senate. Yet, Civil War veterans never forgot Harriet's concern
for them during the war years. One military historian claimed,
"she gave her time, yea, her life, for the cause she loved and the
men who sustained upon the battlefield the flag of our country."36
When Harriet Hawley died on March 3,1886, she was honored
for being more than a former First Lady of Connecticut and the
wife of a United States Senator. Civil War veterans memorialized
her as a heroic figure. When news of her death reached the U.S.
Senate, the body adjourned out of respect for her. When it came
time to escort Hawley's remains through Washington, D.C., six
U.S. Senators served as pallbearers. In recognition of her service
to the nation, on the day of her funeral, flags flew at half-mast at

35. Harriet Foote Hawley to unknown, 15 January 1865, in Foote, "A Woman in
the War." Captain Nichols did not belong to either the Sixth or Seventh
Connecticut Infantry.
36. Herbert W. Beecher, Histmy ofthe First Light Bat* Connecticut Volunteers (New
York, 1901), 723.

the Connecticut Capitol and the Hartford City Hall. Flowers at the
funeral came from a former First Lady of the United States, Mrs.
James A. Garfield, as well as from Senator Leland Stanford of
California and the well-known brother of William Tecumseh
Sherman, Senator John Sherman. Perhaps the most touching
remembrance came from the veterans of the 7th Connecticut
Volunteers, who sent a floral pillow. The women of the
Congregational Church, including the wife of Samuel L. Clemens,
arranged the multitude of floral tributes. Underneath the flowers
on her coffin were silk flags befitting a fallen soldier. A newspaper
article reported: "The casket was bore to the hearse by members of
the 7th Connecticut. The congregation remained standing and as
the body passed down the aisle the veterans of the Grand Army
saluted and remained at a salute until the bearers had left the
church." Not surprisingly, the writer added, "It was one of the
most touching incidents of the day."132 Decades after her death,
her grave was adorned like that of a Civil War hero by her fellow
veterans.
Not the least of Harriet Ward Foote Hawley's accomplishments was her skillful journalistic evocation of war conditions and
of the South. A few other women recorded their experiences in
magazines for a Northern audience as well, among them Hawley's
colleague in Fernandina, Chloe Merrick. Merrick's prose, however, was less winsome, concentrating mostly on serious reportage
about the cause and about teaching freedmen. Harriet Hawley's
prose, in contrast, distinguished itself in evoking in detail the exotic and sensory delights of Florida. In this she is almost certainly
the inspiration for her famous cousin's publicity efforts on
Florida's behalf. Harriet Beecher Stowe read her cousin's dispatches at home in the Hartfwd Evening Press, observing the contrast in tone and emphasis of Chloe Merrick's publications in the
National reed man.^' Stowe would publish her observations and
comments on Florida in Henry Ward Beecher's newspaper in New
York City. Rather than a cousin copying the celebrated author, the
reverse was true; Stowe, in fact, would eventually emulate her
cousin.

37. Hartfod Courant, 8, March 1886. The announcement of Harriet Ward Foote
Hawley's death and her obituary appeared in the Hartford CourantNatwnal
Freedman
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EanFy Att of the SoutheZndiuns: F
W Srrpnttf and Winged
Beings. By Susan C. Power. (Athens: University of Georgia
Press, 2004. xii, 254 pp. List of illustrations, acknowledgments,
introduction, glossary, notes, works consulted, index. $39.95
cloth.)
In this thoroughly illustrated volume, art historian Susan
Power offers a comprehensive synthesis of Southeastern Indians'
artistic achievements. Power's analysis focuses on artifacts from
well-known sites such as Cahokia, Etowah, Moundville, and Spiro
in the Mississippian period (defined here as 800-1650 A.D.), but
she explores widely within the region and throughout the prehistoric period. Using the research of archaeologists, her own artifact
analysis, and ethnographic accounts from the Southeast's earliest
European explorers, Power weaves an insightful narrative that
interprets the artistic work and everyday life of Native Southerners.
As the author explains, ''Early Art of thc Swtheasta Indians is a visual journey through time, highlighting some of the outstanding
artistic accomplishments that emerged with the ebb and flow of
social, political, and religious activities" (2-3). The first portion of
the volume chronicles and describes the nature of Southeastern
Indian art, while the second interprets the art's meaning in relation to Native worldview.
Although Power mentions the arrival of the first Southeastern
Indians in the Paleoindian period (B.C. 10,500-8000), she argues
that Southeastern art was born during the Archaic period (B.C.
8000-1000). At that time, people created patterns and themes that
would endure for thousands of years: they interred their dead with
elaborate, non-functional items; artists depicted symbolically
important animals; communities traded for exotic materials from

which to fashion ornamentation. Significantly, Power notes that
high status individuals also began to restrict others from accessing
rare crafts. During the Woodland period (B.C. 800-800 A.D.),
Power asserts that "a regionally idenMiable iconography is observable, indicating people adhered to core beliefs that are apparently
of ceremonial significance" (27-28). The region's well-integrated
trade network, Power argues, produced a pan-southeastern system
of representation that all Native peoples understood. Power identifies the last prehistoric period, the Mississippian, as "the peak of
artistic expression* (62). She notes that artists shifted their iconographic focus from naturalistic representations of animals to a
greater emphasis on powerful and violent human figures.
Increasingly, chiefs or spiritual leaders controlled the production
and distribution of exquisite artistic crafts that glorified "chiefly
authority, fertility, warfare, and the honored dead" (67).
The second part of the volume is the more interesting of the
two, for Power uses her skills as an art historian to analyze
Mississippian period works. She focuses on the Southeastern
Ceremonial Complex (SECC),a diverse body of finely crafted artifacts that displayed symbols meaningful to all Southeastern
Indians. Agreeing with many other archaeologists, Power explains
that elites controlled and manipulated the art of the SECC, which
functioned as "visual shorthand," to evidence their control of
supernatural power (138). Drawing upon the work of Charles
Hudson, Power explores the three Southeastern World Realms:
the Upper World, the Underworld, and This World. Elites used
SECC symbols to signify mastery of esoteric knowledge with which
they held the three worlds in balance. Power also weighs in on the
long-standing debate among archaeologists concerning craft specialization, which has important consequences for the degree of
chiefly power in these societies. Ultimately, she argues for parttime specialization, but also notes that artists achieved "a high level
of technical skill and aesthetic excellence by any standards" (199).
In one of her more original contributions, Power argues that
archaeologists have ignored female figures in the SECC iconography: "While male figures dominated leadership roles and art as a
whole, the visual arts convey that female roles not only were significant but also were required symbolically to achieve a balanced
world ordern (125). Using the post-processual approach to artifact
analysis, Power manages to investigate the spiritual, social, and
political lives of peoples who left no written documents.

While Power has created a satisfying synthesis out of diverse
and difficult source materials, her volume is problematic in a few
ways. Power relies very heavily upon the research of archaeologists; she uses their terminology, chronology, and theoretical
framework. The most appreciative readers of this book will be
those already familiar with the Southeast's archaeological past.
New readers in the field are not likely to recognize archaeological
periods and sub-periods (i.e. Archaic or Swift Creek) or archaee
logical concepts like "horizon." While the volume contains a help
ful glossary, the reader will not find aforementioned terms there.
Also, Power never defines the Southeast geographically; at times,
she includes the Ohio Valley and the Chesapeake Bay area, which
archaeologists commonly exclude from the Southeastern culture
area. Finally, Power ends her narrative at European contact, which
she argues created "a new synthesis of southeastern art" (220).
Which, if any, elements of Southeastern art continued into the historic era? How did European and Indian art blend? Power's final
statements concerning the changed nature of Southeastern Indian
art leave these intriguing questions unanswered.
Power's accomplishments in The Early Art of the Southeastan
Indians outweigh these critiques. As an art historian, she adds
fresh perspective to this archaeologically dominated literature.
Moving beyond the oft-studied Southeastern Ceremonial
Complex, Power successfully chronicles continuity in Southeastern
Indian art over thousands of years. Boldly, and quite persuasively,
she analyzes artistic intent and skill, thereby giving voice and
agency to individual artists while illuminating the cultural landscape in which they worked.
Christina Snyder

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Mastery, l)vxmny, and Desire: Thomas Thistlacrood and His Slaves in
the Arrglo-Jamaican World. By Trevor Burnard. (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 2004. ix, 320 pp. List of
illustrations and tables, acknowledgments, notes, index.
$39.95 cloth.)
Known first as an early Americanist working on the eighteenth-century Maryland elite, Trevor Burnard's recent research
on eighteenth-centuryJamaican slavery and society has now led to
the publication of Mastery,Tyranny, and Desire, a fascinating study

of white Jamaican society through the eyes of Thomas
Thistlewood: Englishman, overseer, and slave owner. After reading this book, one cannot help but compare it to Douglas Hall's
seminal work In Miserable Slavery (1989). While Hall's study
focused more directly on Thistlewood's relationships with his
slaves, in particular his sexual relationships, Burnard presents the
reader with a valuable study of the complex society in which they
lived.
Burnard begins with an introductory chapter that not only
familiarizes the reader with the aims and goals of the book, but it
also introduces the reader to Thistlewood himself. Thistlewood
lived in Jamaica between 1750 and 1786, a fascinating fact in itself
since such a long life in Jamaica was a rarity during the eighteenth
century. Born the second son of a tenant farmer in Lincolnshire,
England, Thistlewood traveled the path so many Englishmen traveled during this period. Seeking better prospects, fortune, and
prominence, young Thistlewood went to Jamaica hoping to find a
better life than what awaited him in Lincolnshire. While working
as an overseer, estate manager, and later slave owner, Thistlewood
recorded his thoughts and experiences in his diaries, a total of thirty-eight leather bound books that not only discussed the lives of his
slaves and friends, as well as his daily activities, but also important
historical events such as Tacky's Revolt and the Hurricane of 1780.
These diaries would later become one of the most valuable sources
of the eighteenth century. They not only give valuable insight into
the life of an inquisitive, educated, and often oppressive and tyrannical figure, especially when it came to his slaves, they also shed
light on the obscurity that was Jamaican white society.
Using Thistlewood as a case study, Burnard examines his life
and diaries in order to understand how and why Thistlewood and
other Jamaican whites acted as they did towards their slaves.
Burnard divides the book into two sections. In the first, Burnard
uses Thistlewood as an example of any given member of Jamaican
white society in an extensive discussion of the peculiar power structure that was in place in eighteenthcentury Jamaica. In these
three chapters, the reader sees Thistlewood as a white man trying
to survive within Jamaican society. Yet, while Thistlewood arrived
with a few belongings and a few pounds in his pocket, he quickly
made a name for himself and succeeded in living a comfortable
life. Therefore, in this section, Burnard shows that while Jamaica
was a highly polarized society, white Jamaicans like Thistlewood

could amass great wealth and improve their lives in social, political, and autonomous terms. Although white Jamaicans came from
various social and economic backgrounds, Burnard argues that
their "whiteness" created a certain degree of equality among the
members of Jamaican white society. This solidarity enabled the
white minority in Jamaica to maintain their power through tyranny and demoralization.
Burnard uses the second section to examine how this power
structure related to Jamaican slavery. Here, while discussing
Thistlewood's oppressive relationships with his slaves, Burnard
attempts to piece together what little information is known about
the slaves under his control. Not only does Burnard analyze the
circumstances that allowed the white minority to maintain power
over a slave population that far outnumbered the whites on the
island, but he also delves deeper in order to show how both male
and female slaves related to the disciplinarian, despot, and sexual
predator that was Thomas Thistlewood. Here, Burnard also discusses at great length the life of Phibbah, Thistlewood's long-term
mistress. Readers who have read Hall's book on Thistlewood know
her well, not only as a liaison between Thistlewood and his slaves
and occasional tyrant in her own right, but also as a woman who
used Thistlewood to better her own life as well her family's.
Burnard uses Phibbah as an example of the complicated bond that
developed not only between master and slave mistress, but also the
relationship between a slave mistress and her fellow slaves.
Having used Thomas Thistlewood's diaries in my own
research, I was extremely excited to see the publication of this
book. While his diaries are perhaps the best account of eighteenth-century Jamaica to date, the books create a sense of
loathing for Thistlewood the man. Burnard himself states that this
account of Thistlewood is an empathetic one, acknowledging that
his study attempts to understand the difficulties Thistlewood faced
on any given day. While Burnard rightly admits that eighteenthcenturyJamaica was an island with values and morals far removed
from our own, and Thistlewood was not a saint, Burnard does
attempt to explain to the reader that Thisdewood was a product of
his environment. Here he succeeds, and while this reviewer has
not developed a favorable opinion of Thistlewood after reading
this book, his life makes much more sense.
Despite Thistlewood's notorious reputation, Burnard paints a
brilliant picture of eighteenthcentury Jamaican white society,

where Jamaican whites flourished in a society of overindulgence,
elitism, and white hegemony. In a society akin to Marie
Antoinette's court, Thistlewood enjoyed his life at the center of the
excess. Very few books in the current historiography on slavery in
the Jamaica and the Caribbean as a whole specifically examine
white society in the British Caribbean. Therefore, Burnard adds
a valuable contribution to the vast historiography on eighteenth
century Jamaica. At the same time, Burnard juxtaposes his discussion of white society in order to better understand the experiences
of Jamaica's slaves during this period of Jamaican history. By getting at the motivations behind how and why white Jamaicans such
as Thistlewood treated their slaves in the manner in which they
did, Burnard offers new insight into eighteenth-centuryJamaican
society. Therefore, Mastery, Tyranny, and Desire presents a well
rounded discussion that portrays whites as more than slave owners,
and slaves as more than laborers.
Colleen A. Vasconcellos
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The Seminole Wars:America's Longest Indian Conflict. ByJohn Missal1
and Mary Lou Missall. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
2004. xxii, 255 pp. List of Figures, list of maps, foreword, preface, notes, works cited, for further reading, index. $29.95
cloth.)
The Seminole Wars is the best introduction to its topic in print.
A less detailed narrative than John K. Mahon's History of the Second
Seminole War, it reads much more smoothly while providing more
information than any other book of its own length. John Missal1
and Mary Lou Missall caution that scholars will find little new, but
The Seminole Wars contains a number of valuable insights even for
those familiar with this usually forgotten conflict. The authors
stress "two recurring themes": unsatisfying, even tragic victories,
and "the sheer determination of the participants" (xix). I would
add a third theme evident throughout The Seminole Wars: the daculty of controlling events, despite, and even because of, the determination of the actors.
The Missalls present a balanced narrative of the years prior to
1817, the First Seminole War, the "interwarnyears, and the Second
Seminole War. Like all the other books which claim to address the
years through 1858, The Seminole Wars comes up short at the end:

we still have no substitute for James Covington's Billy Bowlegs War
(the Third Seminole War, 1855-1858),and no substantial account
of the years 1842-1849. The Missalls' astute assessment of the First
Seminole War as "a blow from which [the Seminoles] were never
able to recover" (50) is matched by three perceptive conclusions
about the years between Florida's cession to the United States and
the outbreak of war in 1835: that minimal government failed to
keep the peace or to protect either Seminolesor white settlers, and
the John Quincy Adams administration supported the policy of
westward removal initiated by the Jeffersonians and usually associated with Andrew Jackson, while the limited pressure from white
settlers gave the Seminoles the sense that they had time, that
removal could be deferred. Tragically, the dynamics represented
in these conclusions worked at cross-purposes and led to war.
Once they turn to the "long" Seminole conflict, the authors'
analysis focuses on the reasons the war continued for so long.
Stalemate set in after two and a half years (mid-1838); an equal
period went by before the United States could claim proximity to
victory, and the U.S. never actually achieved its stated objective of
removing all the Seminoles from Florida. The Missalls present a
subtle analysis of motives on all sides, and of the ways in which language shapes expectations, and thus strategy. On the white side,
they blame the war's continuation on the Jacksonian politics of
land hunger and Indian-hating and the physical climate that led
U.S. commanders to pause each summer. Behind these factors,
one senses a lack of national strategic direction: Martin Van Buren
and John Tyler seem to have provided virtually no direction to the
commanders in Florida, content to press for removal to satisfy
southern constituents without ever making precise, realistic assessments of the war's cost or the presumed benefits of victory.
Though the authors disclaim special insight into Seminole
motives, their analysis is not one-sided. The Missalls view the war
as a struggle over land, with slavery as a contributing rather than
predominating factor, and observe early on that war made the
Seminoles as a nation. Though they are unable to draw direct
cause and effect connections, their attention to Seminole motives
helps explain the war's continuation after 1839, when many white
Floridians supported the armistice negotiated by army commanding general Alexander Macomb. This agreement was not accepted by all the Seminoles, much less the other Indians (Mikasukis,
"Spanish Indians," and Creeks) who made up the resistance. The

Missalls observe that Seminole operations in northern Florida
were not merely defensive, that the attack on William S. Harney at
Caloosahatchee was not the only act in the resumption of fighting
in the summer of 1839, while they raise the often-neglected question of Indian violence: why did some Seminoles sometimes go
beyond scalping, an act common on both sides, to mutilating bodies, which whites seized on as evidence of native savagery and reason for continued war? Though they cannot answer the question,
it raises others about the origins and escalation of violence and its
psychic impact on white and Seminole cultures.
Although The Seminole Wars is generally balanced in coverage
and perspective, this balance comes awry in the conclusion, which
may prove a regrettable distraction from the great majority of this
valuable book. Despite their attention to Seminole motives within
their narrative, the Missalls tend to rely on the assumption that the
Seminoles shared the same human nature, and hence the same
underlying motives and values, as whites. This is obviously true in
the sense that the Seminoles wanted the land, but in their conclusion it leads to what many will regard as a confusion of responsibility for the conflict. Did "the solitary homesteader dr[i]ve
American expansion" (222)? Was that homesteader merely a yeoman farmer looking for land on which to feed his family? If so,
why did he not go to more fertile, more easily accessible, and less
hostile lands? (Most did-Florida's
population growth was
remarkably slow, compared to other U.S. frontiers, before the Civil
War.) The yeoman farmer may not have been a greedy slaveholder-though he may well have hoped to become a slaveholder-but
he was hardly innocent, either of racism or of stealing others' land.
Given the dynamics of white society and expansion, one must question whether Andrew Jackson was "nothing more than a superpatriot, very much like Osceola" (223).
Unfortunately, the conclusion to The Seminole Wars seems to
suggest that all was for naught, a less historically minded assessment than its usually nuanced narrative supports. Recognizing, or
perhaps asserting, that "there was simply no way the two cultures
could coexist,"while claiming that the Seminoles would have complied with treaties "fairly negotiatedw(225) forces one to ask what
fair negotiation would have meant, or whether it was possible given
the politics and values-democracy for white men only--of
Jacksonian America. Assuming, on the other hand, that leaving
the Seminoles alone would make no difference to the outcome,

because "various pressures" would lead them to sell their land, suggests Indians little different from white farmers and leaves removal
"a natural occurrence" (225). But would white yeomen, as individuals or as group, have sold all their land to the government and
gone west? It is unfortunate that the Missalls' usual perceptiveness, and their laudable attention to the diversity of motives,
should be overlaid at the end by so deterministic a conclusion, an
unexpected reversion to a perspective not unlike that of the nineteenth century. That said, readers will profit from the authors'
insights, and even more from the questions they raise.
Samuel Watson
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Avengers of the New W d : The Stmy of the Haitian Revolutiar By
Laurent Debois. (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,
2004. viii, 357 pp. Prologue, epilogue, notes, index. $29.95
cloth.)

To the non-specialist, the Haitian Revolution was the world's
largest and most successful slave revolt and an historical event that
was clear cut and dramatic. But specialists have noted its tremendous complexity and contradictions as much as its sweeping narrative. Earlier accounts sometimes dwelt upon the ironies of the
revolution: the complexity of the pre-revolutionary social structure, the Machiavellian maneuvering of the participants, the precipitous changes of sides. Many writers have found great
contradictions, and most heroes, as it turns out are less than heroic, loyalties are more complex. Why, for example, would slaves not
just rescue their masters, but defend and continue working their
estates? The revolutionary leaders abolished slavery, but desperately wished to retain forced labor and the plantation system, ultimately having to repress popular reaction to such a policy. As for
the slaves, a great many opted for much less than half a loaf, taking personal freedom over general liberation, a few more days of
leisure over independence.
In the past two decades a great deal of solid new research by
Carolyn Fick, ISZvid Geggus, Pierre Pluchon, Stewart King, and
John Garrigus to mention only a few have radically changed the
way many events and actors are viewed. This newer scholarship is
grounded in detailed research in the many archives that hold
material on the revolution making a much fuller account possible

than the pioneers like Lothrop Stoddard or C. L. R. James could
write. While these authors wrote with partisan passion and style,
they could only tell a part of the story.
More sober and less polemical research now shapes the way we
understand the revolution, and Laurent Dubois has taken this new
work and created a new and substantial synthesis of the revolution.
Dubois ranges as widely as is necessary to encompass this task: he
is careful to work through all the relevant aspects of the French
Revolution as it affected France's richest colony. He is attentive to
the African past of the slaves, and how that past might have
charged the Haitians who revolted in 1791. He carefully unravels
the many threads of social structure in Saint Domingue: its multiple layers of estate ownership, the rivalries among the white population, the important role of the free people of color, the divisions
even among the slaves, and the changing complexities of plantation ownership and management during the Revolution. He is
particularly evenhanded with regards to Toussaint, avoiding either
lionizing him for freeing the slaves, or condemning him for their
virtual reenslavement in the period of his ascendancy.
Dubois writes in a straightforward narrative format, his chap
ters proceed chronologically, social and economic background
information is presented when and where the narrative makes
them necessary, though it is more a political than an economic or
social history, more history "from aboven than "from below." He
writes engagingly and the narrative flows from one topic to the
next, the background information is judiciously inserted without
undue interruption. Although Dubois relies considerably on secondary literature, he clearly has a command of the primary literature as well, and takes existing historiography into consideration
while necessarily turning to original sources either for color or for
key pieces of evidence that connect isolated research into the overall story. One gets the sense of reliability. Dubois has seen the relevant literature, knows what the primary sources can tell us, and
where it is still necessary to fill gaps in secondary literature. Dubois
has produced more than a synthesis of existing work, even if it is
not primarily the statement of a new thesis.
Reading the book as an Africanist, I remain convinced that if
there is a next step in the project of understanding the Revolution,
it will be a fuller integration of Africa into the tale. There is more
that can be added by carefully studying late eighteenth century
Africa, the interplay of African nations in the American setting, the

impact of European thought on Africa itself in the pre-revolutionary period, and the further exploration of African ideology. Such
research might make more accessible the ideas and actions of the
African born participants whose point of view is often lost in the
higher politics of Dubois' narrative.
Avengers of the New World is an admirable book, and an excellent starting point for understanding the Haitian Revolution. Its
solid scholarship, judicious use of sources, and readable narrative
style will make it a standby in the years to come.
John K. Thornton
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On the Bloody Road toJesus: Christianity and the C h i M u a Apaches.

By H. Henrietta Stockel. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico, Press, 2004. xii, 314 pp. Acknowledgments, author's
note, preface, introduction, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95,
cloth.)
The conquest and settlement of the Americas has long been a
subject of fascination among historians. From Herbert E. Bolton's
work on the mission complex to Robert Ricard's classic work on
the spiritual conquest of Mexico, historians have presented the
conquest as a grand and inevitable triumph of Christianity and civilization over barbarism. H. Henrietta Stockel's On the Bloody Road
to Jesw: Christianity and the Chiricahua Apaches follows the path of
many post-WWII historians who switched the focus of the conquest
from the conquerors to the people they intended to conquer. In
doing so, Stockel challenges notions regarding the civilizing
nature of Christianity or of its inevitable triumph.
On the Bloody Road to Jesw examines the spiritual side of the
conquest and its impact on the Chiricahua Apache. For Stockel,
Christianity was a tool used by the Spaniards, and later by the
Americans, to undermine Apache society, destroy its identity and
support mechanism, and to marginalize and incorporate its individuals into its system. Her work looks at four centuries of resistance by the Chiricahua Apache: from the missions of the
Spaniards to their relocation in military camps across the US and
the forced education of their children in a Protestant boarding
school. Ultimately, her story is one of resistance and survival.
Stockel's work attempts to follow the work of such ethnohistorians as Nancy Farris's study of Maya resistance and conversion

experience in Yucatan, Inga Clendinen's work on the perceptions
of the "other" in analyzing Franciscan and Maya mentalities during
evangelization, of Jesus Gutierrez's study of the impact of the missions and Christianity on the Pueblo Indians. However, Stockel
has a distinct disadvantage in that she does not possess the sources
necessary to carry out such an ambitious agenda.
On her first chapter, Stockel seeks to provide the reader with
an understanding of Apache religion and cosmovision prior to the
arrival of the Spanish. Stockel does an excellent job in reconstructing Apache creation myths, sacred rituals and stories. Most
fascinating is her discussion of female puberty ceremonies and of
Apache death rituals and beliefs. The problem arises in that
Stockel relies on personal experience, oral interviews, folklore and
twentieth century missionary accounts as tools to reconstruct this
Apache cosmovision. This is somewhat the same predicament that
Nancy Farris encountered in her study of the Maya, a practice
called upstreaming Can we assume the same beliefs and practices
recorded in the present day were present in these preconquest
societies? What part of this cosmovision is not a result of syncretism? If we cannot figure out what the societies were like during the Spanish evangelization,how can we understand the impact
Christianization had? Fortunately for Farris she was able to use
Spanish records and was greatly aided by the fact the Maya had a
written language. The same is not true for Stockel.
The second and third chapters provides a fascinating look at
Spanish efforts to evangelize indigenous societies in the southwest
and gives an introduction on the workings of the mission system,
the problems with diseases and of moral control and punishment
by the Jesuits and later, the Franciscans. The author discusses the
different ways the Spanish tried to subdue the Apache and stop
their raids, all with little success. Despite the failed efforts to control the Apache the chapters do not backup much of Stockel's
argument of resistance. Overall, these chapters provide an institutional history of the Spanish missions, government policy and legislation affecting the Apache. Stockel's argument of Apache
resistance would be greatly strengthened if the chapters focused
more on how the mission system impacted Apache tribal economy,
religion and life. This is a key point since it is difficult to determine resistance if we do not know what is being retained, lost or
incorporated. For example, many Apaches had become bilingual
as the tribal economy became dependent on raiding the Spanish

population. The reader is also left wondering how Catholicism was
influencing Apache religious practices. Spanish language, tools,
clothing, religion, and religious celebrations were all becoming
familiar to Apache tribes despite the fact we do not read much
about it. There was a constant flow of Apaches moving in and out
of the missions, where they learned and practiced Catholicism.
Tllere had to be a fair number of Chiricahuas who converted to
Christianity and yet chose to live with their tribal group and must
have taken religious symbols and practices back to their group.
This information, however, cannot be found by relying solely on
secondary sources.
Chapters four through six discuss the decline of Spanish
power, Mexican independence, the U.S.-Mexican War (1846
1848),and the development of US Indian policy in the Southwest.
The inability of the Mexican government to supply troops or the
traditional glfts led to the collapse of the mission system by 1828
and to a resurgence of tribal attacks and lootings that forced
Hispanic frontier settlements to retreat south. Twenty years later,
this power vacuum was filled by the United States. Stockel examines America's "Indian policy" and finds strikingly similarities in
aims and methods to those used by the Spanish. However, now
the indigenous tribes are dealing with a nation with far greater
resources and manpower at its disposal. Chiricahua Apache
refusal to stop looting and relocate into reservations eventually led
to U.S. military action and the eventual defeat, deportation and
imprisonment of the rebellious tribes in 1886.
The internment experience is one of the most interesting and
moving sections of this work. Making use of government reports,
official correspondence and newspapers articles Stoke1 describes
the living conditions and daily activities of these prisoners of war.
More important, the reader can appreciate the internment experience as a complex acculturation program in which Christianity
and Protestant missionaries would play a central role. The author
provides a detail account of the Carlisle Indian School, where
Chiricahua Apache children were separated from their families
and sent to live in a boarding school. This chapter uses school
publications and missionary reports to examine the curriculum,
extra-curricular, and religious activities that each Apache child
experienced. The objective was to Christianize and Americanize
the younger generations of Apache allowing for an eventual assimilation. Students were trained to shed all loyalty to their tribal

group and its customs, to abandon community living and incorporate oneself into the ranks of the U.S. labor force. Once graduated these children returned to their tribal group where they
assisted the missionaries, served as cultural intermediaries and
eventually became community leaders.
It is difficult to agree with Stockel's thesis of resistance during
the periods of confinement. Children returning from the Carlisle
School become the strongest supporters of Christianity, there is little mention of native religious rites taking place and the reader is
surprised to read how the Apache overwhelmingly requested the
government to allow missionaries into the camp. Stockel does not
dwell too much on this, attributing the demands for missionaries
on the influence of the children and proceeding to discuss how
successful these missionaries were and how little resistance there
was to their conversion efforts. The author is having a hard time
finding resistance against Christianization because she has no
sources on Apache religious practices, how they practiced their
religion or what syncretism had developed. Clearly, the chapter's
great weakness lies in its excessive use of documents and reports
produced by missionaries and which were intended to inform
Church members of their great works and to request more funding. The reader is left wondering again how well Protestantism was
accepted by the Apache, did they continue to practice their spirit
dance or puberty rituals in secret? How did the arrival of these
Americanized children, many not speaking their native language,
impact the community? It is the belief of this reviewer that the
Apache invited the missionaries because there were clear benefits
in having them there: better medical attention, education, clothing, living conditions or they realized that allowing missionaries in
would speed their release.
The final chapters of the book describe the release of the
Chiricahua Apaches in 1913 and the permanent relocation in New
Mexico and Oklahoma. Years of incarceration and indoctrination
have taken their toll on the Apache. Oral interviews conducted by
the author describe a people who have little knowledge of their
origins, their religion and traditions but no longer see a contradiction between being an Apache and a Christian. The interviews
with the survivors from the military camps are one of the most
enjoyable and informative sections of this book and could have
provided much needed information. Surprisingly the author
made little effort to incorporate these interviews into their relevant

chapters, placing them instead in the last chapter. A final
reminder on the impact of Christianity on the Apache was that
none of the interviews conducted by the author included Apaches
who might have resisted the conversion experience. Stockel
should be commended for reconstructing the experience of the
Chiricahua Apache and reminding us the conquest was a centuries
long struggle that went beyond a few military victories.
Rodney R. Alvarez

University of Central Florida

Imentzing the Cotton Gin: Machine and Myth in Antebellum America. By

Angela Lakwete. (Baltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins University,
Press, 2003. xiii, 232 pp. Preface, acknowledgments, notes,
essay on sources, index. $45.00 cloth.)
Angela Lakwete takes on one of American history's more
enduring narratives in her book Inventing the Cotton Gin: Machine
and Myth i n Antebellum America: that of Eli Whitney's invention of
the cotton gin in 1'792-94. The traditional narrative of Whitney's
invention r e v i m n g the cotton economy (and thereby the institution of slavery itself), she argues, ignores a real strain of progress
in the antebellum South. The old tale, writes Lakwete, "begins
with inept planters and sleepy finger-ginning slaves and ends with
battlefield dead. It celebrates Yankee ingenuity in invention and
victory and insinuates southern incompetence in passivity and
defeat" (191-92). In place of this she wishes to substitute a narrative of an "innovative antebellum southern gin industry," in which
Southern planters and industrialists actively pursued technological
advances throughout the antebellum era (ix).
In describing what some have called "modernity" in the cotton
South, Lakwete follows scholars such asJoyce E. Chaplin and John
Hebron Moore; yet no one has yet tackled so loaded an artifact as
the cotton gin, and certainly not so thoroughly as Lakwete does
here. Her analysis hinges on the premise that antebellum
American cotton manufacturers used not one but two competing
methods of ginning cotton (that is, removing fiber from seeds).
She demonstrates in exhaustive fashion that Whitney's saw-toothed
gin, which pulled fiber from the seed, was not the first gin but
rather arose to challenge "roller" gins, which instead pinched fiber
from seeds. She traces the development of roller gins nearly from
the outset of the Common Era up through the British colonization

of North America and examines "conservative"-but hardly unimportant-innovations worked on the gin by American cotton producers until the end of the eighteenth century (21). From the
invention of Whitney's gin, she describes the halting process by
which the roller gin succumbed to the saw gin in the nineteenth
century, keeping the South firmly at the forefront of the story.
Rather than simply purchasing gins made by northern industrialists, Lakwete argues, Southerners constantly sought innovation in
both roller and saw gins, sometimes proving more adept than
northerners. "The [Southern] cotton gin industry from 1830 to
1865," she writes, "channeled resources into a manufacturing
industry that complemented the south's agricultural economy"
(9'7). Simultaneously she documents the efforts of gin makers
(particularly Whitney and his business partner Phineas Miller) to
stake their claim to patent rights, and shows how these efforts
resulted in an implausible but legally-sanctioned narrative of
Whitney's gin being preceded only by "finger-ginning slaves," not
by centuries of roller gin innovation.
Of the two adjectives in the subtitle, Lakwete's study tilts more
toward "machine" than "myth." She confines most of her discussion of myths surrounding the gin and its various progenitors to
the final chapter, and even there some aspects of her analysis feel
incomplete. Surely the persistence of the legend claiming that
Catharine Green (wife of Revolutionary War general Nathanael
Greene) variously inspired, suggested, or independently invented
the saw gin has some bearing on the gender history of the South.
If it does, readers must decipher it for themselves; Lakwete brings
up the legend but leaves it unexplored. With some exceptions,
Lakwete's focus on the technical aspects of gin making and credit
claiming yields a dry linguistic crop. The first two chapters in particular make difficult reading, and readers may have trouble
pulling arguments about Southern ingenuity within a global economy out of pages packed tightly with technical descriptions and
quotations from patent applications.
Inventing the Cotton Gin definitively places Whitney's gin in its
proper context, dissuading (we should hope) future historians
from blithely declaring that Whitney invented the cotton gin.
More important, it propounds an example of Southern industrial
achievement before the Civil War. But what are we to do with such
an example? Lakwete insists that by telling the whole story of the
cotton gin's development, she can "force . . . a reconciliation of an

industrializing, modernizing, and slave labor-based South" (ix).
Yet, she leaves open the question of the gin's relation to slavery.
She declares that neither the roller nor saw gin "exerted causal
influences" on slavery, but still admits that "both were integral facto13 in the development of a slave labor-based southern economy"
(192). In her conclusion, Lakwete suggests that gin makers "succeeded in rallying white and enslaved African mechanics around
an industry ideal by providing an environment that rewarded personal achievement" (192). Are we really to believe that enslaved
persons rallied around "an industry ideal" that, even incorporating
Lakwete's detailed examination of the gin's history, still seems to
have perpetuated their enslavement? Lakwete acknowledges the
"stark ironies of industrialism in the slave south," but she does not
delve nearly deep enough in to them (111) .
Patrick W. O'Neil
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Reign of Z m : The Stoty of the First Battling Zmladr, the Monitor and
the Merrimack. By James L. Nelson. (New York: William
Morrow, 2004. xvi, 368 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction,
epilogue, notes, selected bibliographies, index. $25.95 cloth.)
With Reign of Iron, James L. Nelson tries to bring the oft-told
tale of the first ironclads to life for a new generation of the reading public hungry for such books. A veteran seaman, Nelson has
written several workmanlike novels centering on some episode in
American naval history, most of them set during the Revolutionary
War. This represents Nelson's first foray into nonfiction, as he
enters the ranks of what are often referred to, and not always
admiringly, as "popular" historians-the implication being that
their books may sell well for a short time to patrons of Barnes and
Noble, but that they are making little lasting contribution to historical learning. But one ought not disparage Nelson for writing
something accessible, which is an undervalued (and frankly underpracticed) skill among professional historians. One may, however,
fault Nelson for not providing more meaningful analysis. Insofar
as Nelson has a thesis, it is that the Virginia and the Monitor ushered
in a "reign of iron," which immediately rendered the world's existing wooden navies obsolete-not exactly stopthe-presses material.
Still,just as it is unfair to lump all academic historians into the
same cohort, so should one make a distinction between good and

bad popular historians. Nelson is more than a nodding acquaintance of Clio; Reign cfFire is a strenuously researched book that
sent its author to all the relevant archives. And he is no historical
dilettante of an unfortunately familiar stripe these days, dumping
his thinly researched wares on the market to cash in on the history boom. Instead, Nelson gives the reader a well-researched, well
considered, and eminently readable account of the events, which
culminated in the naval battle of March 8,1862. In it, he charts in
detail all the traditional elements of the story: the building of the
Merrimac (re-christened the Virginia) and its devastating progress
through the North's wooden fleet in the James River; the engagement by the U.S. Navy of the eccentric Swede, John Ericcson, to
build a counterweight to the Virginia and the evolution of his revolutionary turreted design; and finally the riveting stalemate
fought between the two ships off Hampton Roads. If Nelson's goal
is simply to tell a familiar story and tell it well, it must be said that
he succeeds. And Reign of Iron stands as perhaps the most engaging history of this important episode even if it does not venture an
especially original thesis.
Chad Morgan
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S o u h Manhood: PerSpectims on Masculinity in the Old South.
Edited by Craig Thompson Friend and Lorrie Glover. (Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 2004. xvii, 234 pp. Introduction,
contributors, selected bibliography. $19.94 paper.)
Studies of manhood in America have become more substantial
and sophisticated. The older tendency to identify American masculinity with individualism, materialism, and aggression has been
complicated and contested by recent studies that map a more intricate and sometimes shifting terrain. American masculinities have
varied by class, race, religion, age, region, and time. They have
also been riddled with tensions. For example, males have attempted to establish manly independence in contexts where family
responsibility, middle-class sobriety, and patriotic citizenship were
abiding ethics. The figure of "the bachelor" was admired for his
freedom but detested for his irresponsibility.
Southem Manhood is a ma~velousaddition to our understanding of textured manhood. It is a collection of essays based on the
shared conviction that defining pre-Civil War southern manhood

in terms of manly honor and mastery of slaves is, at best, an incomplete reading of southern masculinities. Each article demonstrates
that other norms, new challenges, and changing environments
had significant effects on how boys and men sought to achieve,
establish, and secure their manhood in the Old South.
Lorn Glover establishes a baseline by showing how southern
elites began to distance themselves from northern norms, especially antislavery attitudes, by sending their sons to southern
schools that emphasized self-mastery and social refinement over
self'control and formal education. In effect, southern schools
crafted manly reputations, whereas northern schools prepared
youths for manly careers. The requirements of ruling, slave-holding elites drove the development of a regional version of manhood.
However, these elites constituted a small segment of southern
society. They also could not fully impose hegemonic masculinity
on the rest of the population, in part, because honor and mastery
were inaccessible to most men. Craig Thompson Friend chronicles the story of an upwardly mobile youth, a blacksmith's son, who
sought admission to elite ranks but failed for lack of proper family, wealth, and social skills. The youth refocused his aspirations on
the ranks of professionals, who considered education and achievement markers of manhood. Heather Andrea Williams adds that
black soldiers during the Civil War aspired to join the ranks of free
men by claiming manly credentials founded on literacy and military service.
Hegemonic masculinity also had limited impact because marketplace values made inroads into the antebellum South. L. Diane
Barnes explains how white artisans forged fraternities that redefined masculinity in terms of reliability, trustworthiness, productivity, and citizenship in opposition to stereotypical views of black
males as lazy, vicious, and irresponsible. In turn, black mechanics
created their own fraternities to establish reputations for middleclass sobriety and respectability by disciplining members and distancing themselves from laborers and slaves. John Mayfield
suggests that southern humor was shaped by tensions between cavaliers and the capitalist con men. These tensions were complicated by the fact that planters were often entrepreneurs and
entrepreneurs adopted planter paternalism and gentility.
The influence of the marketplace was striking among Choctaw
men. Greg O'Brien writes that Choctaws traditionally equated

masculinity to the spiritual power associated with hunting and warfare. As Choctaw families began to engage in cash cropping and
commerce, however, they adopted masculine norms that were
more attuned to capitalism: individual self-interest, business acumen, and material accumulation. A new marker of Choctaw manhood was European clothing.
Southern males who lacked access to hegemonic masculinity
and marketplace manhood devised other ways to achieve manly
identities. Edward E. Baptist points out that slaves of "ordinary
virtue" sought manly dignity by caring for other people and, in
some instances, by becoming loners and outlaws in search of a sliver of independence. Jennifer R. Greene and Harry S. Laver show
that nonelite youths sometimes resolved conflicts over manhood
by enrolling in military academies and enlisting in militia units
that favored attainable, manly values such as self-discipline and
martial prowess.
The authors' appreciation for the textures of Southern manhood is commendable, but it is also problematic. The authors
agree that southern manhood was defined in opposition to womanhood. If so, one would expect that the complexities of southern
manhood would be related to variations in southern womanhood.
But Southern Manhood says very little about womanhood. Does that
mean that southern manhood was not forged in opposition to
womanhood? Or does it mean that the opposition itself should be
a focus for further study?
Mark E. Kann
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Women at the Fmnt: Hospital Workers in Civil War Amaica. By Jane
E. Shultz. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
2004. xiv, 360 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, appendix:
A Note on Historiography, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95
cloth.)

In the last two decades, historians Drew G. Faust, Catherine
Clinton, Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, George Rable, Reid Mitchell,
and numerous scholars not listed herein, have illuminated our
understanding of the role of women in the American Civil War.
Most recent scholarship concerns plantation mistresses' relationships before and during the war, and a few books have
focused on Northern women. Though civilian women who

stayed at home were crucial to morale during the war, many left
home and served in various military installations and at the
front. Women labored in various traditional domestic duties on
behalf of the troops, but the greatest number of women served
in the hospitals. Despite their large number, the sixth volume
of the Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion (187588:) contained a mere two hundred-word paragraph about the
"female nurses." After scouring vast archival records, Jane E.
Schultz discovered over twenty thousand women engaged in
relief and humanitarian work during the war, but that figure
may be low considering that many served without pay or formal
enlistment. Confederate data is not precise, because for many
Confederate women, the front was near their homes, and, many
hospital workers were slaves; therefore, both classes of women
often served gratis. In addition, many of the Confederate
Surgeon General's records burned in the fall of Richmond. As
a result, the figures for the number of women who served are a
conservative estimate.
According to the author, she desired to look "broadly at
hospital work across regions, races, and classes, insistently foregrounding differences among women and restoring agency to
those whose voices did not rise above the pitch of traditional
source narratives" (2). Hence, the purpose of her account was
to serve as a "corrective and an expansion of the two hundred
words that the compilers of the Medical and Surgical History saw
fit to devote to female relief workers" (8). In addition, the
author declared that, "A central tenet of this project has been
to show the limitations of an earlier era's definition of nursing,
which eclipsed the vast majority of women who took on relief
work during the war and were glad, for the most part, to be paid
for it" (247). Shultz used the concepts of class, race, and gender, in an effort to understand the workers' relationships with
one another, the soldiers, and the military bureaucracy.
Though the author included several charts based on those concepts, the inclusion of the charts within the text did not detract
from the story or result in de-humanizing her subjects. In the
first part of her narrative, Schultz examines the hospital workers during the war as to who they were and how they conducted
their work. In the second part, she examines the psychological
impact of the war upon the women, who served at the front, and
in addition, how it affected them in later years in their pursuit

of pensions, and how they remembered and memorialized the
war.
Civil War buffs, social historians, and women's studies scholars
will recognize the names and writings of the Union's Clara Barton,
Dorthea Dix, Annie Turner Wittrneyer, "Mother" Mary Ann
Bickerdyke, Louisa May Alcott, and Afiican American Susie King
Taylor. The Confederate women easily recognized (or cited frequently) are Kate Cummings, Phoebe Yates Pember, and Fannie
Beers. Though the aforementioned women are the most well
known, Schultz does not neglect the work or memoirs of lesserknown individuals who served the dying and maimed among the
soldiers. Particularly moving are the accounts of those women who
served as a means of Christian devotion and evangelism, as Schultz
insightfully states, 'Nurses believed that patients' redemption hallowed their work" ('76). Nevertheless, many viewed the war as retribution, and sometimes their Christian compassion deserted
them when needed most. Notably, the Catholic Sisters of Charity,
eventually refused to obey orders not to minister to the enemy
wounded, and they remained neutral throughout in ministering to
the injured and dying.
The post war period in the lives of the women hospital workers is poignant reading. Many of the women suffered hardship,
deprivation, and discrimination as to pensions, lack of recognition for work performed, and frustration at the injustice they suffered. By the 1890s, many of the former hospital workers,
especially in the South, lay mired in poverty. The memoirs published by the former white-middle class hospital workers were a
means to raise funds needed to sustain themselves in their later
years.
The narrative concludes with the memorializing of the war by
the former relief workers and a description of their work in building statues and monuments to their Union and Confederate dead.
It is at this point that Schultz marred an otherwise outstanding
book by slipping into a digression of political correctness concerning memorializing the Confederate dead in the late twentieth
century and in the present. Disparaging the practice of memorializing a soldier ancestor after the Civil War centennial is out of
place-along with negative connotations about those who choose
to remember and honor their service. This is particularly regrettable since her discussion had nothing to do with the main subject
or her book.

The author closed the book with a historiographical essay as
an appendix, in which she credited those who both inspired and
informed her research on women in the war beginning with Mary
Elizabeth Massey's Bonnet Brigades (1966). Indeed, as Schultz
asserted, works similar to Women at the Front has resulted in scrutinizing the war through "the lens of gender" (251). Unlike those
who preceded her, she succeeded in her original objective of writing a corrected and expansive account about the women who toiled
in the hospitals of the Civil War.
James S. Baugess
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Blacli Hug over Dixie: Racial Akocities and Rephals in the Civil War.
Edited by Gregory J.W. Unvin. (Carbondale: Southern Illinois
University Press, 2004. xiii, 264 pp. List of illustrations, preface,
map, introduction, selected bibliography, contributors, index.
$45.00.)
In his introduction to this anthology, editor Gregory J.W.
Urwin explains how into mid-twentiethcenturygroups such as the
Sons of Confederate Veterans, and United Daughters of the
Confederacy "lobbied to ensure that only pro-Confederate history
was taught in Southern schools. Educators who did not justify
secession or who dared suggest that slavery had something to do
with the Civil War ran the risk of censure, ostracism, and even termination" (2). The result has been the historiographic mythification of a violent, blooddrenched conflict, which falsely remembers
the ravages of war as an "ennobling experience," a "brothers' war"
wherein kin killed kin and friend killed friend; and, when the
smoke finally cleared, a celebrated contest from whose ashes
emerged a "stronger and purer" white America. As an antidote to
the South's scripting of this "comforting national myth consistent
with the tenets of American exceptionalism" (3-4) and which betokens our "collective amnesia," Black Flag over Dixie, writes Urwin,
"attempts to highlight the central role that race played in the Civil
War by examining some of the most ugly incidents that stained its
battlefields* (6).
Of these eleven essays-most of which analyze several war campaigns in which black Union soldiers became the favored targets of
the Confederacy's vicious reprisals, including the Battle of the
Crater, the Fort Pillow Massacre, and the Battle of Poison Spring;

and which seek to measure the range of these and some less infamous Civil War atrocities-David J. Coles's "'Shooting Niggers Sir':
Confederate Mistreatment of Union Black Soldiers at the Battle of
Olustee* will be of particular interest to FHQ readers. Like the
other authors in Urwin's collection, Coles recognizes that the
Union's use of black regiments "contributed to the Rebels' postbattle brutality" toward captive African American soldiers (75).
Some wounded blacks were given no medical treatment, while
some who were treated "suffered from unnecessary or brutally performed amputations after the battle" (76). But African Americans
were not the only victims of the South's racist wrath; some
"Confederate officials refused to care for the captured white officers of African American regiments" in the same way they would
for officers of all-white units, or to care for them at all (80). And
although due to the remoteness of the Olustee Battlefield some
Union officials were unaware of the atrocities that African
American soldiers endured, even those who knew downplayed the
abuses because "such information might restrict black enlistment
and turn Northern public opinion against the continued recruitment of black soldiers" (84).
Because this anthology's book jacket declares that "military
history regularly takes precedence over social history, and the
contemporary Civil War community too often ignores an integral
part of the conflict: African Americans," one might assume (at
least this reviewer did initially) that Black Flag over Dixie explores
the hearts and minds of those too-long-ignored African
American soldiers; however, throughout the book's narratives,
the black voice remains conspicuously silent. These essays about
Civil War battles, though welcome retellings (or, to some degree,
first tellings), are primarily about the white Confederacy's reactions to, or the white Union's exploitation of, Northern black soldiers, not about the agency of nor about the lived histories of
African American soldiers themselves. This does not necessarily
detract from the value of the welldocumented reports compiled
for this collection; by focusing on the torture that black Union
soldiers suffered at the hands of white Confederate soldiers,
Urwin achieves his primary objective, which is to demonstrate
that race, and therefore racism, fueled not only those supremacist reprisals, but had ignited the flames of an uncivil battle from
the very start. There are other common themes that thread
through and connect most of these essays: 1) The presence of

black Union soldiers in the South enraged white Confederate soldiers; 2) Some African American Union soldiers inevitably
became Confederate captives; 3) Confederates were typically
more vicious toward black than to white Union captives; 4) The
abuse of black Union soldiers at the hands of Confederates is a
subject historians tend to ignore; 5) These abuses were not isolated outbursts, but were part of a campaign of racial intimidation that sprang from an Antebellum mythos which defined
racio-social hierarchies; and 6) It was not unusual for black
Union soldiers to be exploited by Northern officials and troops,
demonstrating that the Confederacy held no monopoly on the
theory and practice of white supremacy.
For social historians less schooled in military maneuverings,
the book's most theoretically comprehensive article is Chad L.
Williams's "Symbols of Freedom and Defeat: African American
Soldiers, White Southerners, and the Christmas Insurrection
Scare of 1865." In contrast to many of the essays in this collection, by examining the "symbolic power of African American
troops and their role in fueling the fear of white Southerners
during the closing months" (emphasis added) of 1865,
Williams's work addresses racism as a cultural, social, and political phenomenon-not by gauging the scope of reprisals in certain military campaigns but by examining a black insurrection
that, like Gabriel's Rebellion, never happened but, unlike
Gabriel's Rebellion, was never planned at all. Addressing the
Confederacy's perception of black Union troops as a "disgrace
and insult to white Southern manhood and womanhood" (215);
the fact that decades before the first shot was fired at Fort
Sumter "all holidays, particularly Christmas and New Year's, generated significant apprehension among white people for fear of
slave insurrections" (219); and "the question of Union-controlled lands and distribution to the freed people [which]
became an explosive political issue well before hostilities ceased"
(215), Williams skillfully illustrates how "the rumored insurrection hastened the disarmament and ultimate removal of African
American troops and set the tone for the social and political
acrimony of Reconstruction" (226).
In a thoughtfully-argued summative article, "A Very Long
Shadow: Race, Atrocity, and the American Civil War," by identifying white racism as an ideological/cultural construct, a system of
exploitation, and a psychological phenomenon (233), Mark

Grimsley contextualizes the book's essays by placing them inside a
wider historiographic frame. Though his theoretical conclusion
that during the earliest period of English colonization family or
origin, religion, and wealth contributed to soci~conomicand
raciesocial status but "skin did not" (234) is in conflict with prevailing evidence that color prejudice existed centuries before colonization of the American continent, Grimsley ably demonstrates
that "race and racism is not something remote in time and place,"
but is instead "part of the living present and therefore very much
contested terrain" (232). All these issues are especially relevant
today when some Americans, in the South and the North, view outside populations, Unvin writes, "as bloodthirsty fanatics who operate outside the rules of war." Only the coming years, indeed the
coming months, will reveal "if fear, anger, hatred, and a desire for
revenge will stampede Americans into embracing the savage
excesses that represents the most painful memories of their great
Civil War" (12). If this type of compassionate intelligence is r e p
resentative of the new Civil War historicism, Gregory Unvin and
his Black Flag over Dixie is a @t to us all.

TheAccidental Republic: Crippled Workingmen,&dtute Wkdows, and
the Remaking of American Law.
By John Fabian Witt.
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2004. 311 pp.
Introduction, conclusion, notes, acknowledgments, index.
$49.95 cloth.)
John Fabian Witt has written a book that is simultaneously
engaging, innovative, and irritatingly incomplete. Witt's aim is to
describe a paradigm shift in the American law of workplace accidents. According to Witt, the paradigm shift was based in an
intellectual movement "from the categories of free labor to the
organizing principles of risk and insurance" (185). It occurred
in the 1910s, when workmen's compensation laws were adopted
in many states. Witt arranges his analysis around alternative
responses to the workplace accident crisis of the late nineteenth
century. The choices among these alternatives produced an
"accidental republic" (20) because of their long-term effect on
social policy and the unforeseen manner in which the choices
shaped policy.
The book is organized nicely around key themes used to s u p
port Witt's paradigm shift thesis. The ferocious toll of workplace

accidents in the nineteenth century is clearly explained. Four
chapters, which form the core of the evidence, provide Witt's sense
of the most important public and private responses to the death
and injury of industrial workers. The first of these chapters discusses the response of tort law, primarily in the courts, to expanding waves of personal injury. The second, offered in light of the
failure of courts to compensate many injuries, describes efforts by
cooperative insurance companies to cover death and disability.
The third explains how "managerial engineers" (103) at the turn
of the twentieth century sought greater industrial efficiency by having employers exercise more control over workers and by develop
ing internal company funds to compensate workers for on-the-job
injuries. Finally, Witt considers the movement toward government-controlled compensation for worker death and disability.
The greatest contribution of the material is its broad vision of
what constitutes legal history. Witt expertly describes the constitutional and common law dimensions of industrial accidents. He
then deepens our understanding of the context of these rules by
exploring private responses to the failures of the tort system by
cooperative fraternal organizations, unions, and corporations.
Witt also shows how these forces impacted the rise of workmen's
compensation. Altogether, there is an admirable use of diverse
sources, and these sources effectively push the history of work
injuries in new and fruitful directions.
On the other hand, certain aspects of the execution will be disappointing to readers of this journal. In the title and throughout
the book Witt claims to be writing about an "accidental republic,"
the United States, and the remaking of "American" law. Yet a reader will not learn much about accident law in Florida or elsewhere
in the South. Witt forthrightly admits as much, conceding in the
introduction that "the South as a whole plays relatively little role in
the story I set out" (18). He justifies this with the conclusion that
"southern states tended to be laggards in the development of workaccident reform, following paths charted by northern states" (18).
Unfortunately, this contention, including the normative implications of "laggards" and "reform," is never fully explained, and
Witt's research focuses on New York, the Northeast, and the
Midwest. However, the history of "American" accident law cannot
possibly be written without specifically accounting for the South.
One cannot lop off an entire region and pretend to be discussing
America. American law is no more defined by a few selected

regions than American history is about white males.
This is not just a matter of tipping one's hat to geography.
The essential contention of Witt's study is that American accident
law related to work injuries experienced a paradigm shift from
considerations based on the values of free labor as articulated in
the nineteenth century to the aggregate risk values of insurance of
the early twentieth century. The legal result was workmen's compensation. Yet even a cursory evaluation of the South's experience
with workmen's compensation casts serious doubt on Witt's thesis
as an accurate explanation of "American" law. Ten of the last
eleven states to adopt workmen's compensation before 1959 were
in the South. The final state to adopt workmen's compensation
was Mississippi, which did so in 1948, almost forty years after New
York, the first. Florida adopted the system in 1935. It is doubtful
that Mississippi or Florida objected to workmen's compensation
because of a prolonged commitment to nineteenth century values
of 'free labor." After all, they tried to secede from the union partly because of those values. 'Free labor" was never a significant
political force among ruling whites in the South, yet they rejected
workmen's compensation much longer than their northern peen.
Contrary to Witt's thesis, the evolution of workplace accident law
in the South seems unrelated to "free labor" values.
Another obvious difficulty involves African Americans. Given
that African Americans formed the core of the southern labor
force and that relatively few blacks lived outside the South before
World War I, one assumes that the effect of workplace accident law
on African Americas would be essential to understanding
'American" accident law. Yet Witt curtly dismisses the issue by noting that his lack of attention to the South means "there is also little about African Americans" (19).
Most frustrating is that Witt was clearly aware of these issues
but chose to brush them aside. Ironically, while Witt ably uses
diverse sources in writing legal history, he constructs a thesis about
"American" law that ignores the messy complications presented by
an entire region and its population of black workers. If readers
seek a sophisticated and thoughtful study of the forces behind
workplace accident law in the Northeast and Midwest, Witt provides a model study. It remains unclear, however, whether the
United States as a whole is an "accidental republic."
James L. Hunt

Mercer University

Party Games: Gettz'ng, Keeping, and Using Power in Gilded& Politics.
By Mark Wahlgren Summers. (Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2004. xiv, 352 pp. Preface, coda, notes, bibliography, index. $59.95 cloth.)
The most recent presidential elections have shown that politics generates controversy. The American political system infuriates, invigorates, entertains, and (almost as an afterthought)
transfers the popular will through elected officials who can then
enact policy.
Mark Wahlgren Summers's book Party Games reveals that little
has changed since the late nineteenth century. This work, by the
author of several other classic works on Gilded Age politics, distills
tremendous research into a readable narrative. The bibliography
of Party G a m is enormous, yet rarely does Summers even cite a
secondary source. He effectively uses example after example from
newspapers and manuscript collections. When he does engage the
historiography of one particular issue, he often takes the topic in
an entirely new direction. Clearly this is the work of a scholar fully
immersed in the sources.
Yet all his scholarly work has not produced a dry tome.
Summers writes with a great wit. He steps in at appropriate times
to draw conclusions and he also knows how to step back and let the
players speak for themselves. His thesis is clear: the political system
in America between 1877 and 1896 restricted democracy and
served only those who had attained or sought power through traditional means.
The rabid press of the post-Civil War era declared that every
election, from local and state contests to presidential races, would
decide the fate of the republic. Each party claimed that if the
opposition won, citizens would be doomed to corruption and
wrongdoing. The dramatic, and unintentionally humorous, tone
of these political writings both enlightens and entertains.
Politics during the Gilded Age was about getting people elected, not about passing laws or promoting policy. Summers noted
three main goals of the system: "to maintain, to sustain, and to
restore" (49). Reforms were discussed and popular initiatives were
entertained, but the two-party system remained in place by resisting change.
Actually, as Summers notes, the "2 and ? party system" (28-29)
tolerated the Greenbacks or Workingmen's parties but traditional-

ists furiously worked behind the scenes to thwart any of their election chances. So the nomination of William Jennings Bryan, a
Populist, to the Democratic ticket in 1896 was a great shock to the
Republicans who rallied to get McKinley elected. This election
marked the beginning of the end for corrupt partisanship.
Interestingly, Summers devotes an entire chapter to the offyear elections of 1886. At first glance this would seem to be an
obscure choice when compared to the McKinley-Bryan contest or
other national elections. But the issues of the day-the fate of the
Knights of Labor as well as some of the worst monetary and journalistic corruption ever seen in American politics-elevated this
contest to national urgency. The 1886 case study is informative, as
are chapter-long discussions of voter fraud and on "genymandering" or redistricting. At other points in the book, the dense
source material sometimes obscures Summer's message.
Summers's research is vast and the anecdotes are colorful.
However, the book might have benefited from other sources such
as political party memos or convention records. What emerges is
the popular image of elections and politicians and not the actual
machinations of "keeping and using power" for legislative means,
as the title infers. Despite the enjoyable tone of the primary writings, Summers offers a gloomy picture of politics. His book is an
articulation of a political system that promised much but delivered
only to those in power.
Towards the end of the book, reforms begin to appear. One
significant change was the Australian ballot. Introduced in the
1880s and still quite familiar to voters today, the Australian ballot
was a major breakthrough in election reform since it featured all
candidates from all parties on one ballot. Previously, card-carrying
Democrats or Republicans would enter the polling place and then
nearly always vote a straight ticket. Poll workers usually could tell
who was deviating from the party line if each party's ballot was a
unique size or color. Some rabidly partisan districts did not even
carry ballots from the opposition. The openly democratic
Australian ballot truly liberated the American voter and spelled
the beginning of the end for corrupt party machinations.
Summers also might have discussed other reforms of the day such
as the Pendleton Act of 1883, which opened up federal jobs to a
wider range of applicants.
The illustrations in the book are priceless but other visual aids
could have helped even more. The author moves quickly from dis-

trict to state to election. Tables or charts could have broken down
much of the election data in a more comprehensible form.
Party Games is a dense but enjoyable read. The anxious Gilded
Age partisans produced great rhetoric that is enjoyable to read
when compared to today's media pundits and their sound bites.
Much has changed in American politics, but Summers shows that
much has remained the same too.
Sean McMahon

Lake City Community College

The I'kuycut of Wxe&hting= Tiger Flowers and the Politics of B W
Celebrity. By Andrew M. Kaye. (Athens: University of Georgia
Press, 2004. 208 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, epilogue, notes, bibliography, index. $26.95 cloth.)
In an era of exaggerated claims, the Pussycat of Prizefighting
delivers much more than its title promises. Andrew M. Kaye's brief
book offers both the first detailed scholarly account of Theodore
("Tigern)Flowers's life and a thoughtful analysis of American boxing's evolving social and cultural meanings. In so doing, Kaye resurrects the largely forgotten life of one of America's most
celebrated black athletes and highlights prizefighting's central
role in helping shape the contours of twentieth-century American
race relations.
Drawing upon a wide range of published and unpublished
sources, the author painstakingly traces Flowers's early childhood
in Brunswick, Georgia, during the 1890s, his residency in
Philadelphia as a young adult during World War I, his emergence
as a professional boxer in Atlanta during the early 1920s, and his
brief reign as middleweight world champion between February
and December 1926. During a decade-long career, Flowers lost
only fifteen out of an astonishing 15'7 boxing matches. Measuring
five feet ten inches and weighing in at approximately 160 pounds,
the black boxer's rapid-fire punching style earned him numerous
sobriquets, including the "human octopus," the "man with a thousand gloves," and the human "buzz-saw."
At the height of his career, Flowers's charisma and his entertaining fighting style attracted mixed black and white crowds numbering as high as twenty thousand. These achievements and
Flowers's reputation as a devout Christian and upright family man
won the respect of many African Americans. Many whites likewise

applauded the boxer's conservative dress, his respectable manners,
and his avoidance of public criticisms of Jim Crow racial injustices.
White southerners praised Flowers as "the whitest black man in the
ring* and black and white journalists trumpeted "the Fighting
Deacon's" exploits. Following Flowers's unexpected death in late
1927 during a medical operation, tens of thousands of black and
white mourners paid their final respects to the boxer during his
public funeral in Atlanta.
Much of Kaye's analysis focuses on the origins and significance
of Flowers's biracial popularity. Whites' celebration of Flowers's
accomplishments is all the more problematic given its timing on
the heels of the white racist fulminations that had greeted black
heavyweight Jack Johnson's rise as world champion. Johnson's
1910 defeat of white challengerJim Jeffries had triggered white-onblack violence throughout the country. The heavyweight's open
defiance of Jim Crow racial mores enraged white Americans; his
reputation as a late-night carouser and saloon habitue drew criticisms from those whites and blacks who viewed public drinking
and entertainment as unrespectable. Johnson's open sexual relationships and marriages to white women led to his 1913 federal
prosecution under the Mann Act, when a court ruled that
Johnson's interracial sexual union with his white wife represented
an immoral and illegal act. In contrast to whites, many African
Americans embraced Johnson as a hero.
Kaye rightly argues that a full understanding of Flowers's singular glorification among both blacks and whites is possible only
by simultaneously locating his career and public persona within
the broader history of African American prizefighting, the larger
context of what Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham has characterized as
a black "politics of respectability," and the unique social and cultural milieu of his adopted city of Atlanta. In the process of telling
Flowers's story, Kaye offers a brief but sophisticated introduction
to African American boxing that will serve as a useful primer for
students and scholars of diverse disciplines. As Kaye demonstrates,
references to black prizefighting have taken center stage in the
writings of such American writers as William Faulkner, Ernest
Hemingway, and Ralph Ellison. Civil rights activists and black
commentators ranging from Andrew Young and Maya Angelou to
Malcolm X and Eldridge Cleaver have affirmed the key role played
by black boxers in influencing racial politics and the formation of
black identities.

With 15'7 pages of text, the Pusqcat of Priwfighting's brevity and
clarity make it both accessible to a general audience and suitable
as an assignment in many undergraduate and graduate classes. As
is often the case with highly original historical works, Kaye's book
broaches provocative questions that future scholars will want to
explore in greater depth. Drawing upon Gail Bederman's
research, the author briefly notes that both interracial boxing and
interracial social violence shared similar symbolic functions as ritualistic struggles for racial dominance. White opposition to any
hint of integration and fears of prizefighting's potentially explosive
symbolism led white civic leaders in Atlanta and other southern
cities to ban interracial prizefights. Presumably, given the large
number of whites who attended Flowers's funeral, some of the
same whites who might have rioted had the black boxer defeated
a white rival in Atlanta lauded Flowers after he defeated a white
opponent for the world championship in New York. As Kaye
notes, many of the black Georgians who embraced Flowers as a
racial hero were also avid followers of white baseball player Ty
Cobb and Atlanta's all-white baseball club, the Georgia Crackers.
Southern sports fans' willingness to cross racial boundaries at the
height of Jim Crow segregation poses exciting questions for future
scholars regarding the complexities and problematic nature of
racial identities, the relative tenacity of whiteness ideologies seeking to establish ironclad distinctions between whites' and blacks'
social status claims, and the role of celebrity in influencing racial
assumptions. The Pussycat of Prizefighting succeeds brilliantly as
both an introduction to the historical significance of black prizefighting and a pioneering exploration of the new insight into the
Jim Crow South promised by closer attention to the social and cultural history of its sports.
David F. Godshalk

Shippensburg University

Singtngtng
in My Soul: Bhch Gospel Music in a Se&r Age. By Jerma
Jackson. (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004.
xii, 193 pp. Acknowledgements, introduction, epilogue, notes,
bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth.)
Jerma Jackson's Singing in My Soul investigates the emergence
of twentieth century gospel music within the black community. A
late nineteenthcentury preoccupation with spirituals rooted in the

slave community eventually gave way to dominance, both commercially and within black churches, of the style of gospel singing
pioneered by Thomas A. Dorsey in the 1930s. Dorsey, with an intimate mixture of the blues style and a traditional gospel message,
endorsed innovative stylings, which furthered the commercial
appeal of black gospel quartets, choirs, and especially soloists like
Rosetta Tharpe.
Jackson locates the roots of black gospel within "sanctified
churches," the large number of holiness and Pentecostal churches
that embraced the enthusiasm of the music and found fewer objections to mixing gospel lyric with secular sound. The debate initially centered on decorum within the church worship service but
it expanded, she argues, because "in contrast to a doctrine such as
sanctification, music was decidedly ambiguous" (65). In the final
analysis, music, more than theology, would be the issue that would
bridge across the religious spectrum to shape the face of the black
religious subculture in America.
Jackson explains that women played an extraordinarily important role in the development of black gospel. Prior to the success
of Tharpe, sanctified evangelists like Arizona Dranes pioneered in
both performance and gospel recordings. Another evangelist,
Sallie Martin, became the key component of Dorsey's publishing
enterprise, linking it directly to the needs and concerns of the sanctified community. In those early days, gospel music existed firmly
within the confines of the religious community-unorthodox only
in that the large presence of women made gospel music more akin
to street preaching than to the routine activity of the established
churches of the black community. Unlike later more commercially successful soloists, Dranes and Martin stayed within the confines
of the sanctified church, thus avoiding the contentious arguments
that emerged later over singing gospel in secular settings.
The sea change that came with gospel music's tremendous
commercial success after World War Two brought even more controversy within the black community. Dorsey's music had subtly
moved away from the biblically rooted message of early-sanctified
numbers, focusing increasingly on personal experience. More
importantly, the strict personal values of the sanctified community
tended to give way to a more general evangelical message.
Ministers often opposed the new-style gospel because overtly p o p
ular music seemed to cheapen the religious message. They especially objected to the presence of popular gospel singers like

Tharpe in prominent secular environs like New York's Cotton
Club. Some feared that the commercial success of gospel music
would erode the spiritual foundation of the singers and thereby of
the audience that sought to emulate them. Others objected to the
new music precisely because the older spirituals had formed a
mark of pride in the contributions of black Americans to the
nation's cultural heritage. They worried that the new style would
erode this cultural recognition.
Despite such objections, the overwhelming popularity and
commercial success of the music forced compromise. By the
1950s, Jackson contends, subtler arguments had surfaced-ararguments, which ultimately spoke to the heart of the Christian faith
that lay behind the message of the music. Two general camps
emerged. One, espoused primarily in commercially successful
gospel music, viewed the spreading of gospel in any context as
essentially good. The other, centered primarily within the church,
saw context as crucial. Gospel music should first and foremost be
in the context of religious worship. As a result, a related concern
was the lives of the singers themselves. In part because of the very
success of gospel in the secular area, many worried that the loss of
personal devotion and a Christian testimony by the singers would
erode the value and integrity of the music.
Jackson's treatment of black gospel music, particularly the
struggles over style and context, is especially valuable because it
demonstrates the degree to which American Christians, regardless
of race, fretted and debated over the same fundamental issues.
Parallel to the development of black gospel, white Americans were
also engaged in arguments about the suitability ofjazz and blues
rhythm, popular instrumentation, and commercial prosperity as it
related to gospel singing. Singing in My Soul fills a void in the scholarship of religious music and reminds scholars that the context
within which gospel music emerged and developed is crucial to
our understanding.
James R. Goff Jr.

Appalachian State University

The LXsjknchisement Myth: Porn Whites and S u m e R
*e
in
Alabama. By Glenn Feldman. (Athens: The University of
Georgia Press, 2004. xiv, 311 pp.
Acknowledgements,
Introduction, Conclusions, Notes, Bibliography, Index. $39.95
cloth.)

Glenn Feldman, in The DisJi-anchisementMyth, revises over fifty
years of historical scholarship on the politics of Southern racial disfranchisement. Feldman rejects C. Van Woodward's assertion that
poor and working class white Alabamians rejected restrictions on
suffrage, while privileged white Alabamians supported these measures to restrict the vote of blacks and end their electoral participation. Feldman points out that subsequent studies, such as those by
J. Morgan Kousser, Samuel L. Webb and Michael Perman, built
upon Woodward's over-generalized and inaccurate dichotomy of
the white electorate. Feldman challenges readers to rethink the
complexities of the white electorate in Jim Crow Alabama.
Feldman believes that the Populist Revolt in Alabama did not
represent a true political coalition of poor Alabamians and blacks,
because white Populists shared the same racial views of Bourbon
Democrats. Instead, Feldman argues this coalition was tenuous at
best and slowly broke down as the nineteenth century ended.
Thus scholars of this period should not be surprised that these
same white Populist supporters would become advocates of the
infamous 1901 Alabama Constitution that disfranchised poor
whites and black voters and restored white supremacy to the state.
Feldman contends that Woodward got it wrong to describe this disfranchisement process as the tragedy he did, because poor white
voters who were one time opponents of the Bourbon Democrats
and industrialists were not championingJeffersonian views of universal suffrage in the face of a constitutional convention meaning
to limit the electorate, but instead were the more ardent advocates
of reducing black political participation and returning the state
and local governments to the control of white oligarchs. Feldman
points out that the 1901 Constitution passed with little more than
fifty percent of the vote in Alabama's majority white counties, so
support must have come from whites in the former Populist-leaning Black Belt counties. What the new Constitution really represented was a reuniting of Democratic Party factions such as the
Anti-Democrats, Independent Democrats, Populists and
Jeffersonian Democrats along with the "lily-white" Republicans in
a reform movement to "Whiten" politics in the state. This really
was not a pitched battle to preserve the Jeffersonian ideology of
universal manhood suffrage, but was the successful evolution of
unified white supremacy.
The Disji-anchismt Myth makes an important contribution in
examining the intersection of race and class. Labor and working

class historians have traditionally had a hard time reconciling their
desire to create an admiring picture of white workers in the age of
a racialized work place. Thus many labor historians tended to
down play race or ignore it altogether. David R. Roediger's Wages
of W h i m s s first introduced readers to the idea that poor working
class whites actually constructed and controlled racism and were
not introduced to racism by factory owners and managers who
wanted to create a permanent division between black and white
workers. Feldman's work also fits into this literature on the working class and introduces the idea that the white poor and working
class were active agents in the construction and control of racism
and the voting in the Jim Crow South.
Although Feldman adroitly chronicles the political process of
disfranchisement from the state to the local level, there are very
few black voices in the study. Only national and state wide black
leaders such as Booker T. Washington are mentioned in the text
and little care is given to how this measure divided blacks along
class lines. Black leaders like Washington tended to be just as
paternalistic toward poor and working class blacks as whites in the
South. No credit is given to African American agency. In the text
blacks are acted upon by white supremacists, and there is no analysis as to why whites are so eager to curb the black vote other then
paternalistic ideology. Could one also make the case that blacks
were not voting as whites expected and whites in turn punished
them? Clearly the recent work of Robin D. G. Kelley and Kenneth
W. Goings suggests that African Americans were able to create and
control a political environment in the Jim Crow South, there is little here from the grassroots black Alabamians. Feldman also falls
into the trap of picturing Alabama as the most exceptional place
in the South without substantiating this assertion. What makes
Alabama racism and white supremacy different or worse than
racism in Mississippi, Arkansas or even Massachusetts? As such the
author feels no need to frame the importance of the 1901
Constitution in any broader context.
The framework Feldman presents would be useful to Florida
historians. Like Alabama, many white voters left the Democratic
Party and drifted toward the Populists, Anti-Democrats, Reform
Democrats and local movements such as the Straight-outs. This
division made such an impact that Jacksonville and Pensacola both
experienced heated and abusive political contests when these
splinter groups garnered black votes. Additionally there were
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pockets of Republicanism in many of the port cities of Florida that
would be similar to Alabama's "lily white" Republican regions.
Scholars wishing to address similar questions concerning Florida
will look to Feldman as a model of support or future revision.
Robert Cassanello

University of Central Florida

The Stranuhuns of Fort L u M : A Pioneer Family of New River. By
Harry A. Kersey Jr. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida,
2003. xvii, 200 pp. Foreword, preface, appendices, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth.)
Broward County is a curious place. Less than one hundred
years of age, it stands as America's sixteenth largest county with a
population in excess of 1.6 million. A quintessential example of
suburban sprawl, Broward stretches from the Atlantic Ocean west
to the eastern edge of the Everglades some forty miles away. Much
of this development is new, but developers are fast running out of
available land for new versions of "Silver Lakes," "Hawks Landing,"
"Cimarron" and a myriad of other communities with similarly
enticing, though now familiar, names. What would it take, they
wonder, to find a way around Highway 27, the barrier to additional westward development?
On the other hand, Broward County possesses a rich history,
much of it the result of its meteoric post-World War I1 growth.
Surprisingly, it is blessed with scores of historical societies and several quality research centers. The county and many of its municipalities stage wonderful historical celebrations each year. Even
Broward's public sector has supported, through subsidies, real
estate awards, and grants-in-kind a rich array of historical institutions, programs, and events.
Researchers delving into the history of Broward will be hard
pressed to avoid at some point in their work the name Stranahan,
for Frank and Ivy Stranahan, pioneering residents of Fort
Lauderdale, who stand at the top of the county's historical pyramid. Until now little has been written about Broward's first
"power couplen other than the obligatory mention in books and
articles treating the history of Fort Lauderdale and the County.
Now Harry Kersey Jr., a professor of history at Florida Atlantic
University and a prolific writer, has filled that void with a wonderful, richly detailed biography of the couple. Kersey has researched

the Stranahans since the 1960s in conjunction with his long-term
study of the Seminole Indians and their trade with Frank
Stranahan on the New River. Kersey has consulted a wide variety
of source material in preparing this study, material that has not
been examined before with any frequency. He has also interviewed Ivy Stranahan and others close to the family. The author
has taken these sources and crafted a narrative study characterized
by clarity, warmth, and balance toward his subjects.
Frank Stranahan, a smart, taciturn person, came to Fort
Lauderdale in 1893, from Ohio by way of Melbourne to operate an
overnight camp on the New River for the Bay Biscayne Stage Line.
He quickly added an Indian trading post to his offerings, and soon
his complex on the eastern edges of today's downtown Fort
Lauderdale became the community center. Stranahan grew as an
entrepreneur, becoming the community's first unofficial banker, a
leading merchant, and the possessor of a growing portfolio of real
estate holdings. Following the municipality's incorporation in
1911, Frank began playing an even larger role in community
affairs, holding a seat on the city commission for many years, and,
along with Ivy, serving as an important benefactor for his adopted
city. Frank was also the "go to guy" for aspiring officeholders and
entrepreneurs, and his counsel was wise and prudent. Stranahan's
investment portfolio grew significantly during the great real estate
boom of the mid-1920s, but he lost a sizable portion of it with the
bust that followed in 1926. A combination of failing health,
remorse for having led friends into what were, ultimately, failed
investments, and clinical depression led to his suicide in 1929.
For the next forty years, Frank's beloved wife Ivy, the community's first school teacher, carried on by herself while continuing to
live in the residence she and Frank had built as an Indian trading
post in 1901, and converted into a home five years later. Ivy, who
met and married Frank shortly after her arrival on the New River
in 1899, had already achieved, by the time of his death, a record of
accomplishment as a feminist, suffragette, civic activist, temperance crusader, conservationist, and friend and mentor to Seminole
youths. A dynamo in contrast to the withdrawn Frank, Ivy continued to work in many of these areas for the rest of her life. As
founder of the Friends of the Seminoles, Ivy convinced the tribe to
accept reservation land west of Dania. Ivy Stranahan was also a
leader in the successful campaign to prevent termination of federal benefits for the Seminoles in the 1950s. Kersey's narrative and

analyses in these chapters treating the accomplishments of Ivy
Stranahan are, in this reviewer's estimation, the highpoints of his
study. Mrs. Stranahan passed away at age ninetyane in 1971,while
still residing in the home Broward County residents know as the
Stranahan House, the county's most important historical structure.
With this study, Kersey has added an important element to the
small corpus of works on the history of Broward County and its
flagship city, Fort Lauderdale. He has also provided those residents
of the county who come in contact with this book a heightened
sense of place, and perhaps a greater stake in a community that in
its sprawl and "newness" personifies the rootlessness and concomittant need for belonging felt by many who call that slice of
southeast Florida home.
Paul S. George

Miami-Dade College, Wolfson

The Deaams for Defense: Anned Ruirtmtoe and the Civil Rights
Movement. By Lance Hill. (Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2004. x, 363 pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, conclusion, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95, cloth.)
Lance Hill's history of the Deacons for Defense and Justice is
a timely addition to the literature on the African American freedom struggle in the South. Hill joins the ranks of those historians,
notably Timothy B. Tyson, who have begun to uncover the ways
that the black community consistently espoused and frequently
exercised the right to defend self, family, and property, even in the
midst of a civil rights campaign that was publicly committed to
nonviolent direct action tactics.
The book begins in the summer of 1964, with the emergence
of the Deacons in Jonesboro, Louisiana, where they protected
indigenous and visiting civil rights workers-and the black community more generally, from white segregationist violence and
intimidation. Hill does well to place the Deacons within the overlapping contexts of both local agendas and intra-communal
schisms, and broader trends in civil rights activism. For example,
the Jonesboro Deacons were at one level the product of black dissatisfaction with the town's half-hearted effort to create an auxiliary black police that might show more respect for black safety and
rights than was forthcoming from the white police. Under the
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aegis of Earnest "Chilly Willy" Thomas, an informal self-defense
group was created to assume some of these protective responsibilities. Yet, although this was a departure from the nonviolent ethos
of the Movement, one of the Deacons' main objectives was to make
Jonesboro safe for the nonviolent campaigns and voter registration
work of activists from the Congress of Racial Equality. These
activists included Charlie Fenton, a white civil rights worker whose
organizational expertise and encouragement was indispensable to
making the Deacons a viable black self-defensegroup. There are
clearly multiple layers of significance in all of this, but there are
times when Hill may exaggerate the notion that the Deacons r e p
resented a clear rejection of nonviolent tactics. His evidence suggests a more complex, reciprocal-though
seldom publicly
acknowledged-relationship whereby armed selfdefense groups
outside the conventional Movement sought to create a climate in
which nonviolent campaigns could be conducted with some modicum of security.
Hill is at his best in his coverage of the Louisiana chapters of
the Deacons. An engaging writer with a nice sense of drama and
a good ear for the telling anecdote, his depiction of the Movement
in Bogalusa is particularly compelling. In Bogalusa, a new chapter
of the Deacons, led by Charles Sims and Bob Hicks, confronted
some of the most vicious white violence in the Deep South, thereby helping to bolster black pride and appetite for the struggle.
Moreover, by drawing federal attention to the systematic abuses of
black bodies and black rights by the Klan and local authorities, the
Deacons and their allies triumphed over the terrorist wing of the
segregationist movement in Bogalusa.
Hill also evaluates the Deacons' diaspora and legacy beyond
Louisiana. In Natchez, Mississippi, for example, they managed to
forge an awkward alliance with the local NAACP, helping to secure
concessions from the white power structure unparalleled elsewhere in the Magnolia state. And yet, as Hill concedes, in Natchez
the Deacons' concern to impose discipline within their own ranks
and a general intolerance of dissent from other sections of the
movement and the black community led to a kind of bullying
intimidation that lurked permanently just below the surface of
their more productive militancy. Perhaps this was not surprising.
Although the initial Jonesboro chapter was comprised largely of
mature, respectable, middle-class members with a concern for dialogue and consensus-buildingwithin the black community, subse-

quent chapters drew more heavily from a black male working-class
whose patience was exhausted as much by middle-class black moderation as it was by enduring white discrimination and violence.
By the time Earnest Thomas, in many ways the heart and soul
of the Deacons, ceased to work with the organization in 1968, the
black power era was in full swing and the Black Panthers were
front-page news. As Hill suggests, in some ways, the Panthers were
the obvious heirs to the Deacons, with many of their vices and
virtues. Both groups helped to promote black pride, self-respect,
and a determination to resist white oppression and violence. But
both groups also ended up making a cult of the gun and, despite
having limited female membership, pursuing an increasingly
macho agenda sometimes yoked to or masquerading as, a real concern for personal honor.
In sum, while one might have wished for more engagement
with the work of Christopher Strain, who has written on the
Deacons, and of Jenny Walker, who has probed why historians
have equated the civil rights movement with nonviolence despite
the abundance of contradictory evidence exemplified by the
Deacons, Hill has written a graceful book that fills an important
gap in civil rights scholarship.
Brian Ward

University of Florida

Civil Rights Cmsmoads: Nab, Community and the Bluck Freedom
Struggle. By Steven F. Lawson. (Lexington: University of
Kentucky Press, 2003. xiii, 384 pp. Preface, notes, selected b i b
liography, index. $35.00 cloth).
Steven F. Lawson, professor of history at Rutgers University, is
one of the foremost authorities on Voting Rights and Civil Rights
history in the United States. The author of several books and articles on twentieth-century civil rights activism that includes Black
Ballots: Voting Rights in the South, 1944-1969, Running For Freedom:
Civil Rights and Black Politics in America Since 1941, and Debating the
Civil Rights Movement: 1945-1968 has produced another landmark
publication entitled, Civil Rights Crossroads: Nation, Community and
the Black Freedom Struggle.
The manuscript is an overview of the twentiethcentury civil
rights movement that analyzes the organizations of grassroots
activism and community organizations that laid the foundation for

national groups like the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People, National Urban League and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Community to name a few. In addition,
Lawson explores the negotiating effects of presidential administrations such as the Lyndon Johnson's White House tenureship in
their manner to support and negate civil rights activism.
Specifically, the author argues that there was a collection of white
and Black leaders, state and federal officers, moderate and liberal
philosophies, and hints and sparks of violence that made the
movement successful. However, the greatest effort and significance of the work is the scholars reflections on women in the
movement, the busing and &rmative action debate of the 1970s
and 1980s, the Jesse Jackson presidential campaigns of the 1980s,
the legacy of rock and roll music in the fight for equality, Black
nationalism within the debate and the off times forgotten civil
rights movement in Florida from the 1930s through the 1980s.
Lawson begins his analysis by presenting the reader with an
extended historiographical review of the twentieth-century civil
rights movement. In chapter two that is entitled, "Lyndon B.
Johnson and the Black Freedom Struggle," he explores how the
moderate Johnson, first as a senator from Texas, vice-president to
President John F. Kennedy, and later still, president of the United
States, negotiated between southern white politicians, and civil
rights activist to forge civil rights legislation that would expand the
rights of African-Americans as being full citizens while influencing
key southern leaders that it was in their best interest to support his
initiatives on racial equality. In addition, Lawson argues convincingly that while Johnson dictated a philosophy to work with
responsible Black leaders, i.e., individuals who understood the legislative process for change, he realized that it w a necessary for
those leaders to occasionally present a militant stance against him
for their contingents. However, he urged the civil rights leaders
not to extend themselves with excessive criticism and to stay away
from negative rhetoric on the Vietnam War.
In chapter 111, entitled, "Civil Rights and Black Politics," the
author masterfully explores the movement of Black empowerment
within the Democratic Party. In the 1980s the argument for Blacks
who labored within the political process was inclusion. That is, the
day of just nominating and voting for white men to represent the
Black community transformed into a modern Black power element for Black Democrats. The belief, like Stokely Carrnichael's
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"Black Power" slogan of SNCC in the 1960s, that the time has come
for the sharing of power, and the electing of Black candidates at
the highest level of government. The activity that best illustrates
these phenomena is the 1984 and 1988Jesse Jackson campaign for
the Party's nomination for President of the United States.
Jackson's movement, as discussed very clearly by Lawson, focused
not only on Black empowerment, but also, cultural pluralism, that
is now a major ingredient within the social patterns of our nation.
However, in light of these developments there existed in the 1980s
a rebirth of reactionary forces that was developed to sideline Black
political progress and the growth of Black conservatism within the
Republican Party that challenged the notion that liberalism was
productive to African-American political, social and economic
advancement.
In the remaining chapters "From the Bottom Up," and "New
Paths of Exploration," Lawson reviews the role of Florida in the
Civil Rights movement and contends that activism in the State
throughout the twentieth century was heated, contested and violent-with the Black Floridians staying the course for civil rights
expansion while refusing to bend in the face of race riots throughout the area. In fact, by the 1980s African Americans in Florida
became one of the most aggressive ethnic communities in the
nation that fought, physically as well as in the legislature, against
white encroachment, racism, and bigotry. Unlike, what most
observers think of the sunshine state as being only the site of white
sandy beaches and Disney World, it was a major battleground for
the civil rights fight. The author also devotes a great deal of time
to women of the movement who are oft-times ignored from historical discussion. While the author passionately reviews the role
of Black female activist, he clearly illustrates that they remained
primarily in the background of the movement. Now, while the manuscripts gives us new glimpses into the civil
rights historical movement the author failed to discuss some major
issues that cannot be ignored. For instance, in Jackson's fight for
inclusion and the development of the Rainbow Coalition, a banner
that united underclass and working class Americans, gays and lesbians, and Black nationalist, Lawson failed to discuss the importance of race consciousness in the 1980s that centered on certain
personalities like Louis Farrakhan and A1 Shapton, along with the
birth of the X generation and Hip Hop culture; sub-groups that
sparked new levels of debate on the racial divide. By ignoring,

thus comprising a diary of sorts. The letters in Tarr's collection
will be of interest especially to feminist and social historians, but
may also prove useful for those investigating attitudes about the
major political and social events between the early and mid-twentieth century.

Biixhdk Runners of the Conjietkmcy. By Hamilton Chcohran.
(Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2005. 350 pp.
Introduction to the 2005 edition by Robert M. Browning, Jr.,
bibliography, acknowledgment, index. $22.95 paper.)
Originally published in1958, Hamilton Cochran's Blockade
Runners is now available in a new edition with a new introduction
by Robert M. Browning, Jr. Shortly after the Civil War began with
shots fired at Fort Sumter, the Union established a blockade covering some 4000 miles of Confederate coastline. Confederate
blockade-runners driven by profit or love of the Cause used low
profile ships to attempt to avoid the Union patrols. These ships
imported such diverse materials as leather, salt, silk, rifles, medicine, copper, steal, liquor, and shoes, enabling the Confederacy to
survive. In addition to discussing the running of the blockade,
Cochran also discusses the blockade itself: it's conceptualization,
implementation, and its ultimate effect upon life in the South.
Furthermore, the author discusses the principal figures involved
both in maintaining the blockade and in running it. The book
contains sixteen illustrations and will be of interest to lay readers
as well as naval military historians.

Bt$m His Time: The Untold Stoty of Hany T. Moore, America's First
Civil Rights Martyr. By Ben Green. (Gainesville:The University
Press of Florida, 2005. xii, 310 pp. Preface to the paperback
edition, afterword, notes, acknowledgments, index. $19.95
paper).
Green, as clearly stated in the subtitle, presents Harry T.
Moore as the first civil rights martyr. Moore was an African
American who spent the 1920s as a schoolteacher and the 1930s
and 1940sworking as an NAACP organizer. He worked to improve
black teachers' salaries, increase black voter registration, fight
white terrorism that kept black voters from the polls, and launched
investigations into cases of lynching. On December 25, 1951 a

bomb exploded beneath Moore's Mims home. He was dead upon
arrival at the hospital and his wife, Harriette, also died within a few
days. An FBI investigation was launched, and the crime was determined to most likely be the work of Klansmen, but no one was
charged or convicted. In 1991 the case was reopened but
remained inconclusive. Green explores the FBI files of these two
investigations in order to develop a clearer picture of both Moore
and the people who murdered him. After the book had gone to
print, Charlie Christ, Florida Attorney General, once again
reopened the case. The results of that investigation are pending.
Green's research will be of interest to civil rights and legal historians, as well as students and general readers.
Tire Histmy of the American Zdians. By James Adair. Edited and
with an introduction and annotations by Kathryn E. Holland
Braund. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2005. xiv,
589 pp. Illustrations and maps, acknowledgments, James
Adair's History: A note on this edition, notes on introductory
essay, annotations to Adair's text, bibliography, index. $65.00.)

James Adair's Histmy of the American Indians was originally published in England over two centuries ago. In the mid-1'700s, Adair
lived with and was accepted by various Indian nations inhabiting
the regions from the Appalachian Mountains to the Mississippi
River. As a trader living among the various groups, Adair took the
opportunity to observe, compare, and contrast the different cultures. He set down his observations, thoughts, and analyses in this
volume. The new edition of his text benefits from Katherine
Braund's editorial expertise. Braund's bibliography is broken out
into primary and secondary sources and the index is thorough,
making this edition an excellent resource for starting research on
Native Americans. There are twenty-six pages of notes (on the
introductory essay) and seventy-two pages of annotations to Adair's
text. Useful as both a primary source for European cultural
assumptions and as a secondary source for Adair's descriptions,
The Histmy of the American Indians will appeal to both anthropologists and historians.

The Majesty of St. Augush'ne. By Steven Brooke. (Gretna, La.:
Pelican Publishing Company, 2005. 96 pp. Acknowledgments,
"Map of the City." $18.95 cloth.)

Brook provides the reader with an 'architectural tour" of
America's oldest European settlement. St. Augustine has been
continuously occupied since its founding by Spanish explorers in
1565. In 1702, the British launched and invasion that left only the
Castillo de San Marcos intact. Brooke's tour takes the reader
through the Castillo and its surrounding areas, and down St.
George Street to see the City Gates, the Genoply School House,
and the Saint Photios Greek Orthodox Chapel. Moving on to the
City Center, the reader visits the Government House, Plaza de la
Constitution, and the Basilica Cathedral. Leaving the early period,
Brook moves onto the architecture of the Flagler Era, including, of
course, Henry Flagler's famous Spanish Revival Hotel Ponce de
Leon (now Flagler College), the Alcazar Hotel (now the Lightner
Museum), and the Moorish Revival, Villa Zoryada. In South St.
Augustine the author shows off the Civil War era Carpenter Gothic
style in the Gingerbread House, and Moorish-Romanesque Revival
in the Villa Flora. The reader also tours the Gonzalez-Alvarez
House, "the oldest house." The tour stops briefly in St. Augustine's
cemeteries, before moving on to the North side of town. Here
Brooke demonstrates Queen Anne style in the Pismukes House,
and the most elaborate example of Moorish Revival in Castle
Warden (now Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum). The tour concludes with a visit to the Fountain of Youth and the Lighthouse on
Anastasia Island. This small but beautiful book of photographs
and descriptions will appeal to all who plan to visit St. Augustine
and to anyone who simply enjoys fascinating and unusual architecture.
Cdd War in South Zhida Historic Resotwcle Study. By Steven Hach.

(Atlanta: National Park Service, Southeast Regional Ofice,
2005. x, 102 pp. List of figures, figure credits, foreword, intre
duction, appendices, bibliography, index. Available online at
http://www.nps.gov) .
Hach's report "provides a historic context for, and identifies,
sites in south Florida related to the Cold War and U.S. relations
with Latin America" (1). Hach specifically focuses on the role of
four national parks: Everglades National Park, Biscayne National
Park, Big cypress National Preserve, and Dry Tortugas National
Park. The report is divided into four sections. The first section is
a broad introduction to the Cold War and a basis for contextualiz-

ing the sources introduced in the section two. Section two die
cusses the historic resources within the four aforementioned
national parks. The author takes a balanced historical view, neither ignoring the negative aspects of the Cold War and regarding
U.S. motives as entirely altruistic, nor taking a completely revisionist stance that focuses only upon the negative aspects of the period.
Sections three and four will be useful for researchers. Section
three provides a list of museums, archives, and other facilities consulted by the author. In his introduction he explains the importance of moving beyond strictly government generated sources
because they "may not be the best place to look for documentation
on negative, environmental effects, civil rights violations, or the
true cost of a foreign policy that often did business with dictators
and other questionable characters in the name of anticommunism" (2). Section four provides a bibliography of primary and
secondary sources on the Cold War. The author offers a word of
caution to Cold War researchers. Much information on the Cold
War is dubious in nature and a researcher must be wary of hoaxes
and conspiracy theories, especially when conducting research
online. Teachers will find this resource helpful and students of the
Cold War will find it fascinating.

The Florida Historical Society congratulates

Stuart B. Schwartz
as winner of the Arthur W. Thompson Award
for Best Article in the Florida Historical Quarterly,
for his essay entitled

"Hurricanesand the Shafing
of Ckm-Caribbean Soci&sB
published in volume 83 (spring 2005)

Dr. Schwartzjoins previous winners
of the Arthur W. Thompson Award:
Thomas A. Castillo, "Miami's Hidden Labor History" 82
(spring 2004) : 43867.
Daniel Murphree, "Constructing Indians in the Colonial
Floridas: Origins of European-Floridian Identity, 151315'73" 81 (fall 2002) : 13354.
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Randy Sanders Jr., "Rassling a Governor: Defiance,
Desegregation, Claude Kirk, and the Politics of Richard
Nixon's Southern Strategy" 80 (winter 2002): 332-59.

Please join us in congratulating this year's recipient! For
more information about the Arthur W. Thompson
Award, visit http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/-flhisqtr/
quarterly.htm1 or contact the editor at 407-823-0261.

History News
Websites
The I;Zorida H
M @&dy online is used so heavily that the
committee that works on pulling the collections together decided
that it should be its own collection. That means the FHQ will be
pulled out of the Florida Heritage Collection and have its own link
on the PALMM site at http://palmm.fcla.edu/index.html.
Researchers should continue to have full keyword and subject
searches.

Honms and Awards
The Florida Historical Society congratulates the winners of its
2005 awards:
Rernbert Patrick Book Award-Tracy J. Revels, Grander in Her
Daughters: M d a 's Wmnen During the Civil War
Charlton Tebeau Book Award-J.
Mark Akerman and Joe
Akerrnan, Jacob Summerlin: King of t h Crackers
Patrick D. Smith Literary Award for Best Florida Fiction-Mary Ida
Bass Barber Shearhart, Flmida's Frontier: The Way Hit Wuz
Samuel Proctor Oral History Award-Julian M. Pleasants, Hanging
Chads: The Inside Stmy of the 2000 Presidential Recount in f i d a
Presidential Book Award-Gordon Patterson, The Mosquito Wars:
A Histmy of Mosquito Control in Flmida

Marinus H. Latour Outstanding Volunteer of the Year AwardBarbara T. Syrnon, Boca Grande Historical Society
Peggy Latour Archivist of the Year-Robert
Historical Society Library

Gross, Florida

Harry T. and Harriette V. Moore Award for Best Ethnographic
History of Florida-Chris Lamb, Blackout
Catherine Prescott Lecturer-William C. Potter, "A Floridian in
Bosnia: An Experience in International Peacekeeping"
Jillian Prescott Memorial Lecturer-John
Jackson and the Florida Connection"

M. Belohlavek, uAndrew

Governor LeRoy Collins Graduate Essay Award-David J. Nelson,
Florida State University, "The Great Suppression: State Fire Policy
in Florida, 1920-19'70"
Carolyn Mays Brevard Undergraduate Essay Award-James W.
Vearil, University of North Florida, "Economic Strategies of an
East Florida Farm Family, 1810-1865"
Arthur W. Thompson Award for Best Article in the fTmida Historical
Quarterlystuart B. Schwartz, "Hurricanes and the Shaping of
Circum-Caribbean Societies"vol. 83 no. 4 (spring 2005)

Caroline P. Rossetter Outstanding Woman in Florida HistorySandra H. Thurlow
Golden Quill Awards for Best Local History in Print Media-Joy
Wallace Dickinson, Orlando Sentinel, Eliot Kleinberg, Palm Beach
Post, Lindsey Williams, (Charlotte) Sun-HeraZd, Marlene Womack,
The (Panama City) News Herald
Editor's Note
The production of the Flmda Historical Quarter4 would not be possible without the assistance of many people who do not receive sufficient recognition for their invested time and energies. Referees
read every submission, consider the quality of research and writ-

ing, and provide readers' reports to aid the editor. A panel of
judges invests time and expertise in determining the annual winner of the Arthur W. Thompson Award for the quarterly's best article. Other individuals volunteer their research, editorial, and secretarial skills toward the production of the QuarterZy. In Volume
83, it was the dedication of these people--Canter Brown, Robert
Cassanello, Jim Cusick, Fredrick R. Davis, Spencer Downing,
Andrew Frank, Paul S. George, Mark I. Greenberg, Elna C. Green,
Sally Hadden,James J. Miller, Gary Mormino, Gene Smith, Robert
Taylor-that assured quality publication and efficient operation of
the QuarterZy. We are most grateful for their contributions.

The Florida
Journalsof Frank
Hamilton
Cushing

Land of
Sunshine, State
of Dreams
A social History of
Modern Florida

Edited by Phyllis E.
Kolianos and Brent R.
Weisman
"In addition to a wealth
of archaeologicalevidence, Prank Hamilton
Cushing left a treasure
trove of fascinating
images of Florida's Gulf
Coast in the late lath
century."-Barbara A.
F'urdy professor emerita,
University of Florida

Gary R. Mormino
'This path-breaking book
brilliantly explains the
explosive growth of
Florida from 2.7 million
inhabitants in 1950to
15.9million in 2000. It
focuses on the diverse
people who migrated
here; the developers; new
technology;and the
impact of this growth
and development upon
the environment."James B.Crooks, University of North Rorida
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Cloth $49.95

The Lost Florida
Manuscript of
Frank Hamilton
Cushing

cloth $34.95

Paradise Lost?
The Environmental
History of Florida
Edited by Jack E. Davis
and Raymond Arsenault
"From the earliest descriptionsof the state's
natural beauty to the
degradation of the
Everglades, virtually
every facet of Florida
~nvironmentis included
in Paradise Lost? Nor
have the authors neglected the human side of
the story. .. .A fine
collection that will make
an important contribution environmental
generally and to
the history of Florida in
particular."-Timothy
Silver, Appalachian State
University
Cloth $59.95

The Battle for
Florida
An Annotated
Compendium of
Materials from the 2000
Presidential Election
knce
de~aven-Smith
"An unusual and potentially very valuable piece
on the 2000
is
~
much m o thorough
than some of the
a ~ which
s
have been
published."-Richard K.
%herIUniversity of
lqorida
cloth $n,m

Edited by Phyllis E.
Kolianos and Brent R.
Weisman
"Frank Gushing's longlost archaeological
manuscript adds important details on a host of
coastal sites in southwest
Florida."-William H .
Marquardt, Florida
Museum of Natural
History
$59.95

Order through fullservice booksellers,
at www.upf.com,
or w i VISA.
~
or American Express,
toll free: 1-800-226-3822
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The Accidental Rqbdlic: Crippled Workingmen, Destitute Widows, and the
Remaaing of Amaican Law, by John Fabian Witt, reviewed, 493.
A n Alu&ama Songbook: Ballads, Fdksmgs, and Spirituals, compiled by
Byron
Arnold and edited by Robert W. Halli Jr., noted, 377.
Alatrama 's RespOnse to the Penitentiary Movement, 1829-1865, by Robert
Davis Ward and William Warren Rogers, noted, 373.
Alvarez, Rodney R., review by, 478.
American Empire: The Realities and Consequences of U S . Diplomacy, by
Andrew J. Bacevich, reviewed, 227.
Anderson, S. Willoughby, review by, 107.
Animal S m p c e and Religious Freedom: Church of the Lukimi Babalu
Ave v, Citv of Hialeah, by David M. O'Brien, reviewed, 358.
Anna Madgigne Jai Kinplqr: A e a n Princess, Fln'da Slave, Plantation
Slaveoww, by Daniel L. Schafer, reviewed, 208.
Apalachicola Bay, by Kevin M . McCarthy, noted, 376.
The Apopka Historical Society Book Committee, Images of Amarica:
Apopka, noted, 372.
Appleton, Thomas H., Jr., and Angel Boswell, eds., Searching for
their Places: Women in t h South Across Four Centuries, reviewed,
230.

Arbena,Joseph, review by, 216.
Arnade, Charles W., review by, 193.
Avengers of the N m World: The Story of the Haitian Revolution, by
Laurent Dubois, reviewed, 476.

Bacevich, Andrew J., American Empire: The Realities and Consequences
of U,S. Diplomacy, reviewed, 227.
Baker, Bruce E., review by, 343.
Baptist Faith in Action: The Private Writings of Maria Baker Taylor,
1813-1895, by Kathryn Carlisle Schwartz, reviewed, 80.
Baptist Ways: A History, by Bill J. Leonard, reviewed, 225.
Baseball in Blue and Gray: The National Pastime during the Civil War,
by George B. Kirsch, reviewed, 216.
Baugess, James S., reviews by, 214, 487.
B e e His Time: The Untold S t q of Hamy T. Moore, Awtmicak First Civil
Rights Martyr, by Ben Green, noted, 515.
Bense, Judith A., ed., Presidio Santa Maria de Galve: A Struggle for
Survival in Colonial Spanish Pmacola, reviewed, 326.
Berlin, Ira, Generations of Captivity: A History of Ahcan-Amenmencan
Slaves, reviewed, 76.
Bertwell, Dan, "A Veritable Refuge for Practicing Homosexuals*:
The Johns Committee and the University of South Florida," 410.
Bioarchaeology of the Florida Gulf Coast: Aduptation, Confict, and
Change, by Dale L. Hutchinson, noted, 117.
Black, Earl, and Merle Black, The Rise of S o u t h Republicans,
reviewed, 112.
Black Flag over Dixie: Racial Atrocities and Rqtmsals in the Civil War,
edited by GregoryJ. W. Urwin, reviewed, 490.
Blockade Runners of the Confederacy, by Hamilton Chochran, noted,
515.
Blockaders, Refupes, and Contrabands: Civil War on Florida's Gulf
Coast, 1861-1865,by George E. Buker, noted, 374.
Book Notes, 115,371.
Braund, Kathryn E. Holland, ed., The History of the Amaican Indian,
noted, 516.
Brooke, Steven, The Majesty of St. Augustine, noted, 516.
Brown, Canter, Jr., and Barbara Gray Brown, Family Records of the
Afncan American Pioneers of Tampa and Hillsborough County,
reviewed, 210.

INDEX
Brown, Sarah Hart, review by, 230.
Buettinger, Craig, "Did Slaves Have Free Will? Luke, a Slave v.
Florida and Crime at the Command of the Master," 241.
Buker, George E., Blockaders, Refugees, and Contrabands: Civil War on
EZon'da5 GulfCoast, 1861-1865, noted, 374.
Bullard, Mary R., Cumberland Island: A History, reviewed, 103.
Burnard, Trevor, Mastery, Tyranny, and Desire: Thomas Thisthood
and His Slaves i n the Anglb-Jamaican World, reviewed, 470.
This Business of ReEieJ Confronting Poverty i n a Southern City, 1740
1940, by Elna C. Green, reviewed, 356.
Butler, MichaelJ., review by, 88.
Byron, Arnold, with Robert W. Halli Jr., comp., A n Alabama
Songbook: Ballads, Folksongs, and Spirituals, noted, 377.

Calloway, Colin G., One Vast Winter Count: The Native American West
before Lewis and Clark, reviewed, 331.
From Calusas to Condominiums: A Pictorial History ofLongboat Key from
the Beginning to 2000, by Ralph B. Hunter, reviewed, 101.
Campbell, Jacqueline Glass, When Sherman Marched North pom the
Sea: Resistance on the ConfederateHome Front, reviewed, 2 14.
Caocoochee's Bones: A Seminole5 Saga, by Susan M. Miller, reviewed,
202.

Carozza, Adam J., Images ofAmerica: New Port R i c h , noted, 376.
Cassanello, Robert, reviews by, 345, 502.
Castillo, Thomas, review by, 220.
"The Catholic Church, Martin Luther King Jr., and the March in
St. Augustinenby, Charles R. Gallagher, 149.
Censer, Jane Turner, The Reconstruction of White Southern
Womanhood, 1865-1895, reviewed, 341.
Cherokee Women i n Crisis: Trail of Team, Civil War, and Allotment,
18391907, by Carolyn Ross Johnston, reviewed, 335.
Childs, Matt, D., review by, 220.
Chochran, Hamilton, Blockade Runners of the Confederacy, noted,
515.
Civil Rights Crossroads: Nation, Community and the Bktck Freedom
Struggle, by Steven I?. Lawson, reviewed, 509.
Clark, Kathleen, review by, 351.
Cold War i n South Elon'da: Historic Resource Study, by Steven Hach,
noted, 517.

Conversations with the High Priest of Coosa, by Charles M. Hudson,
reviewed, 71.
Cmal Gables Miami Riviera: A n Architectural Guide, by Aristides J.
Millas and Ellen J, Uguccioni, noted, 115.
The Correspondence of Sarah Mmgan and Francis Warrington Dawson
with Selected Editm'als Written by Sarah Morgan for The Charleston
News and Courier, edited by Giselle Roberts, noted, 372.
Cox, Karen L., Dixie's D a u g h t m The United Daughters of the
Confederacy and the Presmation of Confederate Culture, reviewed 92.
Cox, Thomas R., review by, 349.
Cuban Confederate Colonel: The Life of Ambrosio Jose Gonzales, by
Antonio Rafael de la Cova, reviewed, 212.
Crosby, Alexa Barraclough, review by, 191.
Crosby, Charles, book notes by, 115; review by, 227.
Cultivating a New South: Abbie Holmes Christensen and the Politics $Race
and Gender, 1852-1938, by Monica Maria Tetzlaff, reviewed, 88.
"Cultural Constructions and Natural Destruction in the Ocklawaha
River Valley: Introduction," by SherryJohnson, 1.
Cumberland Island: A History, by Mary R. Bullard, reviewed, 103.
Cusick, James G., The Other War of 1812: The Patriot War and the
American Invasion of Spanish East Florida, reviewed, 199.

Davis, Frederick R., "Get the facts-and then act": How Marjorie
H. Carr and the Florida Defenders of the Environment Fought
to Save the Ocklawaha River," 46.
Davis, Jack E. and Kari Frederickson, eds., Making Waves: Female
Activists in Twentieth-Century Florida, reviewed, 351.
Davis, Michelle Ruth, review by, 70.
The Deacons for Defense: Armed Resistance and the Civil Rights
Movement, by Lance Hill, reviewed, 507.
Death in the Everglades: The Murder of Guy Brad&, America's First
Martyr to Environmentalism, by Stuart McIver, reviewed, 222.
Delfino, Susanna, and Michelle Gillespie, eds., Neither Lady N m
Slave: Working Women of the OM South, reviewed, 74.
Denham,James M., review by, 94.
Denman, Joan E., "Senator Claude D. Pepper: Advocate of Aid to
the Allies, 1939-1941," 121.
"Did Slaves Have Free Will? Luke, a Slave, v. Florida and Crime at
the Command of the Master," by Craig Buettinger, 241.

The Disfranch&mmt Myth: Poor Whites and Supage Restriction in
Atabama, by Glen Feldman reviewed, 502.
Dixie's Daughters: The United Daughters of the Confederacy and the
Restmation of Confederate Culture, by Karen L. Cox, reviewed 92.
Downtown: Its Rise and Fall, 188G1950, Robert M . Fogelson,
reviewed, 98.
Dubois, Laurent, Avengers of the New World: T h Story of the Haitian
Rmolution, reviewed, 476.
Durham, Roger S., High Seas and Yankee Gunboats: A BlocKade-running Adventure from the Diary ofJames Dickson, noted, 5 13.

Early Art of the Southeastern Indians: Feathered Serpents and Winged
Beings, by Susan C. Power, reviewed, 468.
"Economic Boom or Political Boondoggle? Florida's Atlantic Gulf
Ship Canal in the 1930s" by, Michael David Tegeder, 24.

Family Records of the Afi-rcan American Pioneers of Tampa and
Hillsborough County, by Canter Brown Jr. and Barbara Gray
Brown, reviewed, 210.
Feldman, Glen, The Disfranchisement Myth: Poor Whites and Supage
Restriction in Alabama, reviewed, 502.
Flagler's St. Augustine Hotels: The Ponce De Leon, the Alcazar, and the
Casa Monica, by Thomas Graham, noted, 374
Florida Frontiers, by Paul E. Hoffman, reviewed, 329.
Florida's Antebellum H m , by Lewis N. Wynne and John T. Parks,
noted, 375.G
Florida's Farmworkers in the Twenty-First Century, by Nano Riley,
reviewed, 110.
Florida S Place Names of Indian %gin and Seminole Personal Names, by
William A. Read, noted, 3'76.
"The Florida Room: Religion & Romance: A Florida Memoir," by
Ron McFarland, 432.
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